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EDITORIAL** 

Hello Folks. 

At the time of writing this our 
sub-Branch have still not 
received any information from 

RSLNSW about our Incorporation which 
was mentioned by our CEO at Congress.  
Lets hope we get something soon as our 
Legal Eagle will be encouraged to 
intervene. 

Let’s hope that 2026 is much better than 
2025.  The evil that arose at Bondi must 
be investigated thoroughly with the 
results made public.  What we have been seeing in our streets is Anti-
Australian.  People came to this country to get away from evil.  Let us not 
allow it to arise here. 

Australia has the best Firearms Legislation in the world.  Other ways 
have to be introduced to save us from Australophobes. 

Advance Australia Fair. 

Gary Roser, Editor   

**The editorial is entirely my own opinion and does not reflect the Sub-Branch Executive. 
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PRESIDENT’S REPORT 

Greetings Fellow Members 

I trust you had a good Christmas and you received all 
that you wished. We had a successful year in 2025  
and we hope this year will be as prosperous. 

Our February Meeting includes the AGM, this time 
with the election of  Committee Members.  Consider 
how you can assist your sub-Branch, by standing for 
office.  Remember, if we don’t get sufficient numbers on the Committee 
we won’t have a sub-Branch. 

Don’t forget that this meeting we need your Australia Day Luncheon 
attendance forms back, 

Finally, we lost a member the other day.  Lewis Zammitt joined the sub-
Branch in January 2003.  He was not a regular attender and passed on the 
11th January 2026. 

See you at the meetings. 

Ian Muirhead,  President 

Our Treasurer treated himself to a Christmas 
present and it wasn’t from sub-Branch funds 
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SECRETARY’S REPORT 

Hello Members and Friends. 

Well I am still in New Zealand at the moment and 
compiling this Newsletter whilst it is raining. 

There is nothing  much to report on .  Ron is getting 
our stuff ready for the Auditor and just waiting on 
our Investment Broker “Ethinvest” to complete their 
end of the year stuff. 

Ill be back for the General Meeting on Sunday, 18 January.  A week early 
because the usual day we have it on is the long weekend caused by 
Australia Day.  But that weekend we will be having our Australia Day 
Luncheon on the Saturday, 24 January.  A refundable deposit of $25 each 
will need to be paid at the 18 January General Meeting.  Those who have 
paid for the cancelled meeting last year and have not received their 
deposit back will be kept for the Australian Day Luncheon then returned 
to you after it if you attend. 

Pease keep in mind that the Annual General Meeting being held on 
Sunday, 22 February this year will be an election for Committee 
Members.  If you want to run for office for the next three years be sure to 
put your name down and get your friend to nominate you on the required 
form.  All positions on the Committee will be open.  No position currently  
filled is pre-determined.  BUT don’t put your name down if you cannot, 
or unable, to take the responsibility of office.  Committee members must 
be prepared to work.   

Keep in mind that two of the current Committee who have been doing 
most of the work will not be doing it still.  Work has to be distributed 
amongst the Committee.  See you at the January Meeting. 

Gary Roser  J.P.. 

Australian Defence Force Photos of the Year: 
Click Here: 

ADF | Photos Of The Year 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=q_lzfM1nkwM
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LIST OF INTERESTING VIDEOS 

 

Click on the blue writing to watch the video 

 
The Caribou flying in Operation Talisman 
https://m.facebook.com/groups/201811689978552/
permalink/3249456218547402/? 
 
Australian Army 3rd Brigade Training 
https://www.facebook.com/reel/1225479339433914/?fs=e&fs=e 
 
More Australian Army 3rd Brigade Training 
https://www.facebook.com/reel/1430608698591498/?fs=e&fs=e 
 
5/7 RAR Mortar Training 
https://www.facebook.com/reel/1559932561694327/?fs=e&fs=e 
 
The New US Marine Landing Craft 
https://www.facebook.com/reel/1503194160748259/?fs=e&fs=e  
 
Clive “Killer” Caldwell, Australian WW2 Flying Ace 
https://www.facebook.com/reel/2288664141634748/?fs=e&fs=e 
 
Unleashing the Apache Helicopter Fire Poser 
https://www.facebook.com/reel/1206457641397500/?fs=e&fs=e 
 
The Four Foot Nine Inches Giant Killer 
https://www.facebook.com/theRealYarnhub/videos/1819991301952752/?
fs=e&d=n&fs=e  
 
Hunting the Pocket Battleship Graf Spey 
https://www.facebook.com/theRealYarnhub/videos/532338353100204/?
fs=e&d=n&fs=e 
 
Warthogs save the US Army in Iraq 
https://www.facebook.com/theRealYarnhub/videos/1372706457611136/?
fs=e&d=n&fs=e 
 
US Serviceman V North Vietnam Army in Vietnam 
https://www.facebook.com/reel/1794152661492357/?fs=e&fs=e 

https://m.facebook.com/groups/201811689978552/permalink/3249456218547402/
https://m.facebook.com/groups/201811689978552/permalink/3249456218547402/
https://www.facebook.com/reel/1225479339433914/?fs=e&fs=e
https://www.facebook.com/reel/1430608698591498/?fs=e&fs=e
https://www.facebook.com/reel/1559932561694327/?fs=e&fs=e
https://www.facebook.com/reel/1503194160748259/?fs=e&fs=e
https://www.facebook.com/reel/2288664141634748/?fs=e&fs=e
https://www.facebook.com/reel/1206457641397500/?fs=e&fs=e
https://www.facebook.com/theRealYarnhub/videos/1819991301952752/?fs=e&d=n&fs=e
https://www.facebook.com/theRealYarnhub/videos/1819991301952752/?fs=e&d=n&fs=e
https://www.facebook.com/theRealYarnhub/videos/532338353100204/?fs=e&d=n&fs=e
https://www.facebook.com/theRealYarnhub/videos/532338353100204/?fs=e&d=n&fs=e
https://www.facebook.com/theRealYarnhub/videos/1372706457611136/?fs=e&d=n&fs=e
https://www.facebook.com/theRealYarnhub/videos/1372706457611136/?fs=e&d=n&fs=e
https://www.facebook.com/reel/1794152661492357/?fs=e&fs=e
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You Know When Your Over the Hill When…… 

Here’s a marriage tip.   
If you need a new can opener, 

just get a new can opener. 
Don’t give one to your  

wife for Christmas 
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Birthdays are good for your 
health. 

Studies reveal show that 
people who have more 
birthdays live longer. 
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From Facebook 

When Australian Engineering Beat American 
Firepower:   The CAC Sabre Story 

In the early 1950s, the skies over Mig Alley in Korea became the ultimate 
proving ground for the first generation of jet fighters.  At the centre of this 
high stakes aerial theatre was the North American F86 Sabre.  With its 

sleek swept wing design 
and combat proven 
reliability, the Sabre was 
the undisputed star of the 
Western world’s arsenal. 

It was the plane that gave 
Allied pilots the edge they 
needed to match the Soviet 
built MiG 15 in deadly dog 
fights at 40,000 ft.  For the 
United States, the F86 was 
not just a fighter.  It was a 
symbol of technological 
dominance.  Down in the 
Southern Hemisphere, the 
Royal Australian Air Force 
(RAAF) was watching the 

Korean conflict with intense interest. 

Australia found itself at a strategic crossroads.  Their current frontline jet, 
the British Gloucester Meteor, was already showing its age against the 
faster, more agile MiGs.  To protect its vast borders and fulfill its 
obligations in Southeast Asia, Australia needed a world beater, a fighter 
that could dominate the sky for the next decade. 

The logical choice would have been to simply buy the American F86F off 
the shelf.  It was a proven platform, logistics were established, and it was 
ready for delivery.  However, the Australians had a different vision.  They 
didn’t just want a great airplane.  They wanted the best version of that 
airplane possible. 

The Commonwealth Aircraft Corporation, CAC, based in Melbourne, 
proposed a move that was as arrogant as it was ambitious.  They would 
take the American Legend and re-engineer it from the inside out.   

Feature 
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The decision to license build the Sabre in Australia was not about saving 
money.  It was about national pride and engineering excellence. 

The CAC engineers looked at the American blueprints and saw potential 
that had not yet been tapped.  While the US-built Sabres were powered by 
the General Electric J47 engine, the Australians were eyeing a different 
heart, a British powerhouse that promised to transform the Sabre from a 
thoroughbred into a monster.  This was the birth of a project that would 
push Australian aerospace engineering to its absolute limits. 

The RAAF wasn’t interested in being a junior partner to the American 
military-industrial complex.  They wanted a fighter that could outclimb, 
outrun, and outgun anything the Americans were flying at the time.  As 
the first blueprints arrived in Melbourne, the team at CAC began a radical 
process of Australianisation that would eventually result in a plane so 
modified that only about 40% of the original American airframe remained 
intact. 

The shadow of the F86 was large, but the Australians were about to step 
out from under it and create a masterpiece of their own.  The decision to 
improve the Sabre was one thing, but the execution was a monumental 
engineering gamble. The secret sauce that the Australians proposed was 
the replacement of the standard American General Electric J47 engine 
with the Rolls-Royce Avon RA7. 

At the time, the Avon was the pinnacle of British jet engine technology. 
Originally designed for the massive English electric crab bomber.  It was 
a beast of an engine capable of producing significantly more thrust than 
its American counterpart, but it came with a massive catch.  It was never 
intended to fit inside the slender needle-like fuselage of a Sabre . 

When the engineers at the Commonwealth Aircraft Corporation, CAC, 
began comparing the blueprints, they realized they weren’t just looking at 
a simple engine swap.  They were looking at a fundamental structural 
crisis.  The Avon engine was larger in diameter, longer, and required a 
vastly different volume of air flow to function. 

To make this British heart beat inside the American body, the CAC team 
had to perform what can only be described as radical reconstructive 
surgery on a legend.  The first major hurdle was the air intake.  The Avon 
was a air-hungry engine.  The original F86 intake was simply too small to 
feed the British turbine the oxygen it needed to generate its massive 
power. 



10 

To solve this, the Australian engineers had to widen the nose intake 
significantly, giving the CAC Sabre its distinctive, slightly gaping mouth 
compared to the sleeker American version.  But the modifications didn’t 
stop at the nose.  Because the Avon engine was shorter, but wider than the 
J47, the entire internal layout of the aircraft had to be gutted. 

The fuselage was essentially split in two.  To accommodate the new 
engine’s dimensions and its different centre of gravity, the CAC team had 
to insert a spacer and redesign roughly 60% of the airframes internal 
structure.  This wasn’t a kit car assembly.  This was a complete 
reimagining of the aircraft’s physics. 

Furthermore, the Avon engine’s weight and power output necessitated a 
complete overhaul of the fuel system and the cooling ducts.  The 
Australians had to move the gearbox and accessories, relocate the fuel 
tanks, and strengthen the wing routes to handle the increased stresses of 
high-speed manoeuvres powered by the massive British turbine. 

It was a jigsaw puzzle of epic proportions where every piece had to be 
custom machined in Melbourne to tolerances that were at the time at the 
cutting edge of global aviation.  There was also the question of Haluk 
firepower.  The Americans had designed the Sabre with 650 calibre 
machine guns, a holdover from World War II, thinking that emphasized a 
high volume of fire. 

The Australians, however, looked at the lessons of the early jet age, and 
realised that at near supersonic speeds, you don’t need more bullets, you 
need bigger ones.  They scrapped the six machine guns and carved out 
space for two massive 30mm Aiden cannons.  This change alone required 
a total redesign of the nose bay and the spent casing ejection ports as the 
vibration and recoil of 30mm shells could literally shake a lesser airframe 
apart. 

By the time the prototype was ready, the AAN Sabre was no longer a 
North American F86.  It was a hybrid, a unique breed of fighter that 
possessed the grace of American aerodynamics and the raw, unbridled 
muscle of British engineering, all stitched together by Australian 
ingenuity.  It was a super Sabre before North American aviation had even 
coined the term for their own next generation jets. 

The engineers at CAC had successfully performed the transplant.  Now it 
was time to see if this monster could fly.  By the time the first CAC CA27 
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Sabre roared off the tarmac at Avalon Airfield in 1953, the aviation world 
realized that Australia hadn’t just built a modified F86.  They had created 
an entirely new class of interceptor. 

When the throttle was pushed forward, the Avon Hart delivered its 
promise.  A staggering 50% increase in thrust over the original American 
J47 engine.  The results were immediate and undeniable.  The CAC Sabre 
didn’t just fly, it surged. In the world of aerial dog fighting, energy is 
everything.  Because the Avon engine was lighter yet far more powerful 
than the American power plant, the CAC Sabre possessed a thrust to ratio 
that left the US-built F86F in the dust. 

The Australian variant could climb to 45,000 ft in nearly half the time it 
took its American counterpart.  For a pilot, this meant the ability to dictate 
the terms of engagement, choosing when to dive into a fight, and having 
the raw power to zoom climb away from trouble.  A feat the original 
Sabre often struggled to do against the lightweight MiG 15. 

But the most terrifying upgrade wasn’t the speed, it was the punch.  The 
Americans had stuck with 650 calibre machine guns, which relied on a 
hail of lead to disable an enemy.  However, the Australians knew that in 
the high-speed jet age, a pilot might only get a fraction of a second to put 
sights on a target. 

To solve this, the CAC Sabre was armed with two 30mm and Aiden 
cannons.  One hit from a 30 mm high explosive shell was often enough to 
vaporize a wing spar or shatter an engine block.  During live fire trials, the 
recoil of these cannons was so intense that it initially caused structural 
cracks in the nose, a problem the CAC engineers solved by reinforcing the 
fuselage with heavy duty skinning. 

This turned the Sabre from a stinger into a sledgehammer.  US Air Force 
Exchange pilots who got behind the stick of an Australian Sabre were 
reportedly stunned.  They described it as a Sabre on steroids, a plane that 
handled with the same legendary sweetness as the original, but possessed 
a terrifying instantaneous acceleration. 

In terms of raw statistics, the CAC Sabre pushed the airframe to its 
absolute limit.  While the original F86 was a subsonic aircraft that could 
only break the sound barrier in a dive, the Avon powered version flirted 
with Mach 1.  Even in level flight under certain conditions, it remained 
the highest performing variant of the Sabre family ever produced. 

The Americans had provided the skeleton, but the Australians had 
provided the muscle and the teeth.  For a brief shining moment in the mid 
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1950s, a small factory in Melbourne was producing the finest air 
superiority fighter in the Western world.  Proving that when it came to 
engineering, the diggers didn’t just follow the leader. 

They overshot them at Mach 0.95.  To the pilots of the Royal Australian 
Air Force, RAF, the CAC Sabre, or the Avon Sabre as it was 
affectionately known, was more than just a piece of military hardware.  It 
was a revelation.  While the American F86 was already celebrated for its 
excellent handling characteristics, the Australian version added a layer of 
visceral power that transformed the flying experience into something 
almost predatory. 

Stepping into the cockpit, a pilot was greeted by the familiar ergonomic 
layout of the North American design.  But the moment the engine was 
ignited, the difference became clear.  The Rolls-Royce Avon didn’t just 
hum.  It gave a characteristic low-frequency growl that vibrated through 
the pilot’s seat.  On take-off, the acceleration was so brisk that many 
pilots, accustomed to the sluggishness of earlier jets, like the Meteor, were 
caught off guard by how quickly the V speeds were met. 

The Avon Sabre didn’t require a long, desperate run down the strip.  It 
leaped into the air, hungry for altitude.  In the air, the aircraft was 
described as harmonious.  The CAC engineers had meticulously balanced 
the increased weight of the 30mm cannons and the larger engine with a 
modified hydraulic boost system for the flight controls. 

The result was a fighter that responded to the lightest touch.  Pilots often 
remarked that the Sabre felt less like an external machine and more like an 
extension of their own bodies. In a dog fight where ‘g’ loading and turn 
rates decide who lives and who dies, the Avon Sabre was a dream.  The 
extra thrust allowed pilots to maintain higher energy levels during 
sustained turns. 

A critical advantage that meant they could stay on an opponent’s tail long 
after an American built Sabre would have bled off its air speed and fallen 
out of the sky.  However, it was the punch of the 30mm Aiden cannons 
that defined the Avon Sabre’s reputation among the RF elite.  Pilots who 
had trained with the 50 calibre machine guns were used to seeing 
sparklers, tiny flashes as small bullets bounced off the toughened skin of 
enemy aircraft. 

With the 30mm Hayens, there were no sparklers.  One pilot described the 
experience as firing a pair of thunderclaps.  The vibration of the cannons 
was so powerful it could momentarily blur the pilot’s vision, but the 
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reward was total destruction.  A single well-placed burst could saw a 
target in half.  This combination of grace and grit earned the AAN Sabre a 
legendary status. 

It was often called the pilot’s airplane.  It was forgiving enough for a new 
jet pilot, yet possessed a nasty streak that an expert could exploit to 
outmanoeuvre almost any contemporary.  Even as newer, faster jets began 
to appear on the horizon, the men who flew the CAC Sabre looked at their 
mounts with a fierce protective pride. 

They knew they were flying the ultimate expression of a classic design.  A 
bird that looked like an American, sang like a Brit, but fought with the 
unmistakable, uncompromising spirit of Australia.  While the CAC Sabre 
was born out of a desire for national excellence, its true test came in the 
sweltering, humid skies of Southeast Asia. 

By the late 1950s and early 1960s, the Cold War was heating up in the 
Pacific, and Australia found itself on the front line of regional stability. 
The AAN Sabre became the primary tool of Australian diplomacy and 
deterrence. stationed at RAF Butterworth in Malaya and later at Uban in 
Thailand.  In these tropical theatres, the Australian engineered fighter 
would earn the wary respect of both allies and potential adversaries during 
the Malayan emergency and the subsequent Indonesian confrontation. 

The presence of RAAF Sabre acted as a powerful force multiplier. 
Although the Sabres were primarily interceptors, they were adapted for 
ground attack roles, strafing insurgent camps with their devastating 30mm 
cannons.  But it was in the air-to-air arena that they truly shown.  Station 
just a stones throw from Indonesian territory, the R8 AF pilots often found 
themselves in shadow boxing matches with Indonesian MiGs. 

The Avon Sabre’s superior climb rate and high altitude performance 
meant that the R8F could maintain a top cover that was nearly impossible 
to bypass, effectively discouraging a full-scale aerial escalation. One of 
the most fascinating chapters of the CAC Sabre story took place at Uben 
Air Base in Thailand during the mid 1960s. 

As the Vietnam War began to intensify, the RAAF deployed number 79 
Squadron to defend Thailand against potential incursions.  Here, the 
Aussie Sabres operated alongside the cutting edge of the United States Air 
Force.  It was a surreal sight.  The aging but highly refined Australian 
Sabers parked on the same tarmac as the massive supersonic American F4 
Phantoms and F105 Thunder Chiefs. 
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The Americans, initially dismissive of what they viewed as a Korean era 
relic, soon had their eyes open.  In joint training exercises, the RAF pilots 
used the Avon Sabre’s agility to embarrass the much faster American jets. 
In the tight, twisting dog fights of the telephone booth, the close-in 
combat arena, the Phantoms, which lacked internal cannons at the time 
and suffered from poor manoeuvrability at low speeds, were repeatedly 
gunned by the nimble Sabres. 

The Australian Pilots leveraged the Avon engine’s instantaneous throttle 
response to lure the heavy American jets into energy traps, proving that in 
a dog fight, a sharp knife in the hands of a master is more dangerous than 
a heavy broadsword.  Furthermore, the Australians introduced another 
innovation to their Sabres in the early 60s, the Sidewinder missile. 

By integrating the A IM9 Sidewinder onto the Avon Sabre, the RAAF 
created a truly lethal hybrid, a jet with the turning circle of a classic 
fighter in the fire and forget lethality of the missile age.  This upgrade 
allowed the Sabre to remain a credible threat even against Mach 2 capable 
aircraft. 

The Uban Ghosts, as the squadron was sometimes called, never saw direct 
combat against North Vietnamese MiGs, but their presence was a vital 
deterrent.  They provided a back stop for the Americans, securing the air 
base and allowing the US strike wings to focus on their missions over 
Vietnam.  The CAC Sabre service in Southeast Asia was a masterclass in 
reliability. 

While the sophisticated American jets struggled with the salt air and 
tropical humidity, the rugged, over engineered Australian Sabres 
maintained incredibly high mission readiness rates.  They were the silent 
sentinels, proving that Australian engineering wasn’t just about raw 
power.  It was also about durability in the toughest environments on 
Earth. 

By the late 1960s, the world of aviation was moving at a pace that seemed 
to break the sound barrier every other year.  The arrival of the Century 
series fighters and the French-built Mirage III capable of Mac2 speeds 
signalled that the era of the subsonic dog fighter was drawing to a close. 

Despite its incredible Avon heart and its 30 mm claws, the CAC Sabre 
was finally beginning to show its age. The RAF began the transition to the 
needle-nose Mirage, and the Sabres were gradually withdrawn from 
frontline service.  However, the story of the Australian Sabre did not end 
in a scrap heap or a museum. In a brilliant move of aviation diplomacy, 
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the Australian government decided to use these still formidable machines 
to strengthen regional security. 

Between 1969 and 1978, dozens of refurbished CAC Sabres were gifted 
to the Royal Malaysian Air Force, ARMAF, and the Indonesian Air Force 
and on TNA AU.  For these nations, the gift was transformative.   

The CAC Sabre became the cornerstone of their modern air defence, 
providing a level of sophistication and firepower that they could not have 
otherwise afforded. 

Australian technicians and pilots stayed on to train their neighbours, 
fostering a unique mateship of the skies that helped stabilise Southeast 
Asia during some of its most turbulent decades.  The legacy of the CAC 
Sabre is a testament to a period when Australia dared to be more than just 
a customer of the great powers. 

It remains the most 
successful jet fighter 
program in the nation’s 
history.  While the original 
North American F86 is 
remembered as a classic, the 
CAC A27 is remembered as 
a masterpiece.  It proved 
that a medium-sized power 
could take a world class 
design and through sheer engineering grit, make it better, faster, and 
deadlier.  Today, if you visit the RAAF museum at Point Cook or Temora, 
you might see one of the few remaining Sabres still in airworthy 
condition. 

When the engine starts, that low, guttural growl of the Rolls-Royce Avon 
still sends shivers down the spines of those who know its history.  It 
doesn’t sound like a modern jet.  It sounds like a mechanical predator 
from a golden age.  The CAC Sabre story is the ultimate answer to the 
question of why a country should invest in its own engineering. 

It taught the Australian aerospace industry how to integrate complex 
systems, how to redesign structural airframes, and how to push the limits 
of physics.  It proved that in the high stakes game of aerial warfare, a little 
Aussie ingenuity could take an American legend and turn it into a world 
beater.  The Americans may have provided the spark and the British 
provided the fuel, but it was the Australians who forged the flame. 
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NAVY Australia Picks Japanese Frigates 

By Aaron-Matthew Lariosa 
December 25, 2025 8:12 PM 
Top Stories 2025: International Naval Acquisition - USNI News 
& Royal Australian Navy 
General purpose frigate | Royal Australian Navy 

The Royal Australian Navy selected the Japanese Mogami-class frigate as 
its next-generation surface combatant this year in a historic deal, marking 
Tokyo’s largest arms export to date. 

Meant to replace Japan’s Cold War-era fleet of destroyer escorts and 
minesweepers, the Mogami-class is designed to provide escort, 
minesweeping and minelaying capabilities at scale.  In recent years, 
Tokyo has advertised the design at various industry conferences across the 
Indo-Pacific. 

Under the Royal Australian Navy, the frigate is expected to handle less 
intensive “Tier 2” roles compared to the fleet’s Hobart-class Aegis 
destroyers and the larger Hunter-class frigates.  The 2024 Surface Fleet 
Review recommended the purchase of 11 vessels to secure maritime 
routes and provide limited air defense. 

RAN Mogami-class frigates are expected to displace up to 6,200 tons and 
be equipped with 32 Mark 42 vertical launching system cells, eight Naval 

Artist impression of  the Mogami Class frigate 

https://news.usni.org/author/amlariosa
https://news.usni.org/2025/12/25/top-stories-2025-international-naval-acquisition
https://www.navy.gov.au/capabilities/ships-boats-and-submarines/general-purpose-frigate
https://www.navy.gov.au/capabilities/ships-boats-and-submarines/general-purpose-frigate


17 

Strike Missiles and a Sea RAM close-in weapons system.  For Australia, 
the decision to go with a Japanese derivative comes as the ANZAC-class 
frigates begin retirement.  The first vessel of the eight-ship class was 
retired earlier this year. 

Specifications 

• Type: Upgraded Mogami-class frigate 

• Roles: Anti-submarine warfare, self defence, land and maritime strike, 
force protection 

• Builder: Mitsubishi Heavy Industries 

• Displacement: 6,200 tonnes 

• Length: 142 metres 

• Beam: 17 metres 

• Propulsion: Combined Diesel and Gas 

• Speed: 30+ knots / 56+ km/h 

• Range: 10,000 nautical miles 

• Combat system: Classified 

• Weapons: 32-Cell Vertical Launch System, Surface to Air Missiles, 
Anti-ship Missiles, 1x5 inch Main Gun, 1 x Short-range Point 
Defence System 

• Sensors: Towed Array Sonar, Active Electronically Scanned Array 
Radar, Electronic Countermeasures, Advanced Tactical Data Links 

• Aircraft: 1 x Maritime Combat Helicopter 

• Company: 90 with accommodation up to 138 

The Albanese Government has down-selected two shipbuilders, 
Mitsubishi Heavy Industries and Thyssenkrupp Marine Systems, to 
progress designs for Australia’s future general purpose frigates. 

The general purpose frigate program is part of the Albanese 
Government’s plan to ensure the Navy is equipped with a larger and more 
lethal surface combatant fleet to respond to our strategic circumstances.  

In May, Defence released an approach to market to five shipbuilders of 
the exemplar platforms identified by the Independent Analysis of Navy’s 
surface combatant fleet.  

Defence will now work with Mitsubishi Heavy Industries, Thyssenkrupp 
Marine Systems and Australian industry partners to further develop the 
proposals for the Mogami and MEKO A-200 frigates.  

For further information go to:  General purpose frigate milestone reached with down-
selection of shipbuilders | Defence Ministers  

https://www.minister.defence.gov.au/media-releases/2024-11-25/general-purpose-frigate-milestone-reached-down-selection-shipbuilders
https://www.minister.defence.gov.au/media-releases/2024-11-25/general-purpose-frigate-milestone-reached-down-selection-shipbuilders
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ARMY Army tests counter-drone technology 
By Major Peter Nugent, 24 December 2025  
Army tests counter-drone technology | Defence 

Private Garrett Fullagar, of the 8th/9th Battalion, Royal Australian 

Regiment, engages simulated drones with the Applied Virtual 
Simulation system at the Cultana Training Area, SA.  

Photos: Sergeant Tristan Kennedy 

Army is delivering world-class counter-drone equipment to protect the 
Australian Defence Force from drone attacks. 

Defence personnel and industry specialists gathered in South Australia 
early in December at the Cultana urban training facility to assess a number 
of counter-uncrewed aircraft systems (CUAS) during Exercise Southern 
Arrow. 

Lieutenant Colonel Josh Mickle, of Land Capability Division, said drones 
posed the most fundamental threat to forces that militaries had seen in a 
long time. 

“It is an asymmetric threat, the technology advances at an extremely fast 
rate, and the counter measures to those drones must keep up,” Lieutenant 
Colonel Mickle said. 

https://www.defence.gov.au/news-events/news/2025-12-24/army-tests-counter-drone-technology
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The exercise culminated with a live-fire demonstration – the first iteration 
of the LAND 156 integrated CUAS acquisition, refresh and upgrade 
schedule (ICARUS) featuring a command and control system integrated 
with multiple sensors and effectors.  

This version includes the DART RF detection system and EchoGuard 
active radar, Vampire rocket launcher, R400 Slinger armed with an 
M134D mini-gun, and MAG-58 and M230LF mounted on Hawkeye 
vehicles. 

“Countering drones is not an air defence problem, it is an everybody 
problem, and what we saw was the future of force protection,” Lieutenant 
Colonel Mickle said.  

'It is an asymmetric threat, the technology advances at an extremely fast 
rate, and the counter measures to those drones must keep up' 

“This is a developmental project and we are moving extremely fast. 

“ICARUS is a complex system and it has required a massive effort from 
the team, from both the Commonwealth and industry partners. 

“To integrate advanced sensors and effectors into a combat management 
system to neutralise the drone threat that we just engaged is a pretty 
impressive undertaking. 

“The team that has been able to pull this together in an extremely quick 
time is nothing short of remarkable.” 

The ICARUS demonstration was the culmination of an intense period of 
testing and evaluation, which will continue in 2026. 

“Over the past six to eight weeks the project has been conducting 
evaluations and assessments of the best dismounted systems in the world 
to find the best of the best, that we can introduce rapidly,” Lieutenant 
Colonel Mickle said. 

“We’ve taken into account technical assessment, cyber assessment and 
soldier usability assessment, to identify the most suitable systems that we 
will acquire more of. We’ll be training the dismounted forces on these 
systems from early 2026.” 

Why did the soldier join a pottery class? 
Because his Sargeant said he should  

learn about the claymore.  
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RAAF Missing RAAF bomber and crew located 
after 82 years 
By Squadron Leader Glenn van der Kolk, 23 December 2025 
Missing RAAF bomber and crew located after 82 years | Defence 

The wreckage of a Royal Australian Air Force (RAAF) Beaufort aircraft, 
which was lost while on an operational mission during World War 2, has 
been located in the Baining Mountains of New Britain Island, Papua New 
Guinea (PNG). 

The discovery of the wreck of 100 Squadron Beaufort A9-211 brings to 
an end 82 years of uncertainty about the final resting place of the four 
Australian crew members who went missing with the aircraft on 
December 14, 1943. 

The crew of Beaufort A9-211 were pilot Flight Sergeant John Eardley 
Kenny, navigator Flight Sergeant Arthur John Davies and wireless 
operator/gunners Flight Sergeants Thomas Burrowes and Murray 
Fairbairn. 

Director-General of History and Heritage – Air Force, Air Commodore 
Robert Lawson, said: “We pay our respects to the crew of Beaufort  
A9-211, who made the ultimate sacrifice in the defence of Australia.” 

“The identification of this aircraft is significant and offers an opportunity 
to provide closure to families.” 

Beaufort A9-211 and its crew from 100 Squadron were participating in a 
night-time mission against the enemy in Rabaul on December 14, 1943. 
Other crews involved in the mission reported adverse weather conditions 

The crew of 100 
Squadron Beaufort A9-

211: Flight Sergeants 
John Kenny (pilot), 
Arthur Davies 
(navigator), Thomas 

Burrowes (wireless 
operator and air gunner) 
and Murray Fairbairn 

(wireless operator and 
air gunner). Photo: 
Danielle Davies. 

https://www.defence.gov.au/news-events/news/2025-12-23/missing-raaf-bomber-crew-located-after-82-years
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in the area, and when Beaufort A9-211 did not return to its base, it was 
reported missing.  

RAAF searches in PNG after the war were unsuccessful in locating the 
aircraft or crew, and eventually the crew were presumed to have been 
killed in action.  

In 2021, images of wreckage believed to be from a World War 2 aircraft 
were provided to Historical Unrecovered War Casualties – Air Force 
(HUWC–AF). Following detailed research and review, HUWC–AF 
positively confirmed the images, including a picture of the Beaufort 
control yoke, were of the wreckage of a RAAF Beaufort aircraft. 

'The identification of this aircraft is significant and offers an opportunity 
to provide closure to families.' 

Further research by the team determined the wreckage could be one of 
three missing Beaufort aircraft believed lost in New Britain around that 
time.  

In October, an Air Force investigation team was formed and travelled to 
the site, including relevant specialists and a field officer from the National 
Museum and Art Gallery of PNG. Support from a local expedition 
company and local villages were crucial in conducting the investigation at 
the site in remote PNG.  

The team’s investigation was able to identify the wreckage as Beaufort  
A9-211 from manufacturer’s plates from the aircraft that were located at 
the site.  

“The wreckage was dispersed over more than 200 square metres, in thick 
vegetation and on a steep slope near the top of a mountain range,” the 
investigation team leader and Director of HUWC–AF, Group Captain 
Grant Kelly, said.  

“However, discovering the manufacturer’s plates enabled us to confirm 
which aircraft it was and, more importantly, identify the crew members 
who had been on board.” 

Other artefacts located at the site included aircraft controls and 
instrumentation, components of armament including machine gun 
ammunition and components of parachute harnesses. 

The investigation included a systematic search of all accessible areas of 
the site for human remains and personal items. A small amount of 
fragmented material requires further analysis to determine its origin. No 
further activity will occur at the crash site.  

The families of the crew have been notified and preliminary discussions 
are currently under way for commemorative activities. 
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Bill The Bastard – Australian War Horse WW1 
Wikipedia—bill the bastard ww1 - Search 

Bill the Bastard was an extraordinary Australian war horse known for  
his strength, intelligence, and remarkable contributions during  

World War I, particularly in the Battle of Romani  

.Background: 
Bill the Bastard was a Waler, a breed of horse known for it endurance and 
strength, specifically bred in Australia.  He stood at an impressive 17.1 
hands high and weighed around 730 kg.  Despite his size and power, Bill 
was notorious for his cantankerous nature, earning him the nickname “The 
Bastard” because he was difficult to ride and often threw off anyone who 
attempted to mount him. 

Role in World War 1 

Bill served with the Australian Light Horse during the war and initially 
being deemed unrideable upon arrival in Egypt.  However, he awas put to 
work as a pack horse, transporting supplies and helping to evacuate the 

https://www.bing.com/search?q=bill+the+bastard+ww1&form=ANNTH1&refig=69587b1f82b145269d914a362a82998b&pc=U531&pq=bill+the+bastard&pqlth=16&assgl=20&sgcn=bill+the+bastard+ww1&qs=LT&sgtpv=LT&smvpcn=0&swbcn=9&sctcn=0&sc=9-16&sp=2&ghc=0&cvid=69587b1f82b145269d914
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wounded.  His most notable act of heroism occurred during the Battle of 
Romani on August 4, 1916, where he played a crucial role in saving the 
lives of his rider, Major Michael Shanahan, and four other soldiers by 
carrying them to safety under heavy fire. 

Relationship with Major Shanahan 

Major Shanahan, a skilled horseman, was the only person who could ride 
Bill.  He won the horse’s trust through kindness and treats, particularly 
liquorice allsorts.  Their bond was instrumental in Bill’s transformation 
from a difficult horse to a reliable companion in battle.  Shanahan’s gentle 
approach allowed him to manage Bill’s strong personality, and together 
they became a legendary duo on the battlefield. 

Legacy 

Bill the Bastard is remembered as a symbol of courage and resilience 
among the ANZAC forces.  His story highlights the vital role that animals 
played in wartime efforts, and he is celebrated as one of Australia’s 
greatest war horses.  Bill’s legacy continues to be honoured, with 
memorials and stories that commemorate his bravery and the bond he 
shred with Major Shanahan. 

In summary, the Bastard's remarkable journey from a difficult horse to 
a war hero exemplifies the extraordinary contributions of animals in 
military history, particularly during the challenging times of World 
War. 

Bill the Bastard’s memorial at  
Harden, NSW depicting the rescue of soldiers 
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LAST POST 
 

Lewis Zammitt 
23 July 1939 — 11 January 2026 

Private 
13 NS Trng Bat:  8 January 1958—25 March 1958 

3 Co RAASC:   26 March 1958—30 June 1960 
 

Lest We Forget 

STOP PRESS 

Next General Meeting is 
 

Sunday 18 January, 2026 
Why?  Because of Australia Day 

 

Australia Day Luncheon 

 
Saturday,  24 January 2026 
Refundable deposit of $25 

 
Pay your deposit at the General Meeting—18 January 2026 

Did you know that on the 1
st
 January 2026, 

our Country Australia was 125 years old? 


