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EDITORIAL**   

Hello Folks. 

Not a great deal to say this 
edition. 

We received Circular 31/25 
almost demanding that all Trustees and 
executive members complete a survey 

To quote “. All Office Bearers and Trustees are encouraged to 
complete the survey, regardless of whether your sub-Branch currently 
engages RSL Custodian as a sole or joint Trustee.” 

This (to me) this feels like an imposition by RSLNSW.  We, at our sub-
Branch, have no trouble completing administrative tasks.  Surely they can 
judge who to send it to by our SBA returns that show we are well above 
board with our paper work. 

And when we had a difference of opinion with the previous CEO who 
imposed an audit of our finances and practices we were found to be a very 
stable sub-Branch.  

Just another thing to do to the volunteers who ensure RSLNSW 
employees have a job.  WHY? 

 

  Gary Roser, Editor 

**The editorial is entirely my own opinion and does not reflect the Sub-Branch Executive. 

SUB-BRANCH COMMITTEE—2023—2026 

President  .................................................  Ian Muirhead* 

Vice Presidents ........................................  Ambrose Dinh JP,  Jim Baba 

Secretary ..................................................  Gary Roser JP* - 0409 919 364 

Treasurer  ................................................  Ron Duckworth * 

Minute Secretary  ...................................  Lee-Ann Taylor  JP* 

Committee  ..............................................  Trevor Philip,  David Tu,  Brian Abbot,   

  Duc Tran, Mark Basso 

Welfare Officers  .....................................  David Tu 

FSMDC Delegates  ..................................  Ron Duckworth*,  Ian Muirhead* 

FSMDC Alt Delegate ..............................  Gary Roser JP*, Vacancy 

Sub-Branch Trustees  .............................  Ron Duckworth*,  Jim Baba,  Jeff Stone 

Newsletter Editor ....................................  Gary Roser JP* - 0409 919 364 

Newsletter Editorial Production ............  Ron Duckworth* 

Schools Liaison Officer  ..........................  Ambrose Dinh JP  

For service, ring the Secretary, Gary Roser on 0409 919 364 
 *Life Member 
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Sundays  10:30am 
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16/06/25 22/06/25 

21/07/25 27/07/25 
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PRESIDENT’S REPORT 

Greetings Members. 

We have had a busy time since the last Newsletter, 
with ANZAC Day and various functions related to 
the day. 

I had the privilege of attending the Bankstown sub-
Branch ANZAC Luncheon, which was an excellent 
day. 

During the period we also gave talks or conducted services to 5 Pre-
schools, 5 Primary Schools, 1 High School (2 Services) and 2 Nursing 
Homes. 

In the middle of all these schools, Bass Hill and Chester Hill-Carramar 
sub-Branches got together to hold our ANZAC Commemoration Service 
at the Chester Hill Memorial following the march from Chester Hill 
Plaza.  The ANZAC Address was delivered by Brendon Seeto, the 
Secretary of Chester Hill-Carramar sub-Branch and is reprinted in this 
newsletter. 

This issue is mainly dedicated to ANZAC Day and contains pictures of 
that day as well as our ANZAC Luncheon. 

I look forward to seeing and meeting you at our meetings 

Ian Muirhead 
President 

All attendees standing during the Last Post 
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SECRETARY’S REPORT 

Well ANZAC Commemorations went well.   

Most of the schools visited were actually after 
ANZAC Day as the children were on school 
holidays.  ANZAC Day is a holy day in our calendar 
and it is only in later years has it been resurrected in 
the school curriculum.  We have come across 
teachers and principals who are passionate in their 
teaching of Australia’s democratic freedom has been 
maintained through resisting countries that have tried to bully us through 
war.  Bullying of any student or country is frowned upon these days.  
Especially in the school yard. 

At our own Dawn Service it was excellent to see several schools 
represented.  For some years Georges River Grammar School has not 
participated and with a change of administration we are now involved 
with them. 

Many of our schools asked our sub-Branch to attend (and sometimes 
address) their school ANZAC Services and you have to thank your 
committee members for doing so. 

Right after ANZAC, emails were sent out to schools about the annual 
Schools to the Kokoda Track Memorial excursion that we conduct.  So 
far, we have three schools that date have now been arranged. 

Once again I am writing this from New Zealand.  I love the place and the 
Lady who lives there.  I’ll be back for the July committee meeting as I 
will be in Taree as soon as I arrive back in Aus visiting my Mum who is 
currently unwell with covid.  She is 100 years of age. 

Have good meeting 

Gary Roser,  J.P. 
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LIST OF INTERESTING VIDEOS 

 

Click on the blue writing to watch the video 

HMS Dreadnought of WW1 
https://www.facebook.com/reel/4004783233082779?fs=e&fs=e 

The dreaded German Stuka of WW2 
https://fb.watch/yvDCT4vN-w/? 

Japanese suicide speedboat of WW2 
https://fb.watch/yvEIdZdSob/ 

The first jet fighter developed by the Germans during WW2 
https://www.facebook.com/reel/984210750066975?fs=e&fs=e 

The WW2 German electric driven torpedo 
https://www.facebook.com/reel/611511921730914?fs=e&fs=e 

The M777 Howitzer gun 
https://www.facebook.com/reel/2623797894477762?fs=e&fs=e 

Life on board the guided missile destroyer HMAS Hobart 
https://www.facebook.com/reel/2623797894477762?fs=e&fs=e 

Australia’s new drone killer weapon 
https://fb.watch/yA5DFDEKoO/? 

Direct fire support weapons of the Australian Army 
https://www.facebook.com/reel/1698600544068664?fs=e&fs=e 

Summary of Chinese active sonar harming Australian divers 
https://www.facebook.com/reel/1504378490312461?fs=e&fs=e 

The AH 64 Apache helicopter 
https://fb.watch/yCQQ8ozhLl/? 

Understanding Military Symbols 
https://www.facebook.com/reel/1348502013136279?
fs=e&fs=e 

You cannot miss 
the pink hair and 
take a gander at 
the claws. 

https://www.facebook.com/reel/4004783233082779?fs=e&fs=e
https://fb.watch/yvDCT4vN-w/
https://fb.watch/yvEIdZdSob/
https://www.facebook.com/reel/984210750066975?fs=e&fs=e
https://www.facebook.com/reel/611511921730914?fs=e&fs=e
https://www.facebook.com/reel/2623797894477762?fs=e&fs=e
https://www.facebook.com/reel/2623797894477762?fs=e&fs=e
https://fb.watch/yA5DFDEKoO/
https://www.facebook.com/reel/1698600544068664?fs=e&fs=e
https://www.facebook.com/reel/1504378490312461?fs=e&fs=e
https://fb.watch/yCQQ8ozhLl/
https://www.facebook.com/reel/1348502013136279?fs=e&fs=e
https://www.facebook.com/reel/1348502013136279?fs=e&fs=e
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The ANZAC Address for 2025 
Delivered by Brendan Seeto 

Secretary Chester Hill-Carramar RSL sub-Branch 

ANZAC ADDRESS 

On the 11th July last year, RSL sub-Branches throughout New South 
Wales conducted the first Commemoration Service for those that served 
in the Middle East during the latest conflict.  The date selected, was 
because that was when the Australians finally withdrew from the area. 

Today, however, I am only going to mention one area, i.e. Afghanistan.  
The operation was triggered by the al-Qaeda attacks on the U.S. World 
Trade Centre on September 11, 2001.  Afghanistan at the time was ruled 
by the Taliban, of the Islamic Emirate.  They provided sanctuary for al-
Qaeda and its leader, Osama bin Laden. 

Our Defence Force joined some 26 countries that formed the International 
Security Assistance Force to fight for the freedom of the Afghani people 
in some way or another, whether in Afghanistan or supplying of 
equipment or services. 

The Australian contribution to the war in Afghanistan was known as 
Operation Slipper and lasted from 2001 to 2014.  The operation consisted 
of three phases.  

The first phase was brief, only lasting a couple of months, consisting of 
establishing bases, within Afghanistan, particularly Manas Air Base in 
Kyrgyzstan. 

The second phase, from 2002 until 2008, was marked by a U.S. led 
strategy of toppling the Taliban-ruled Islamic Emirate and establishing 
the Islamic Republic and rebuilding core institutions of the Afghan state. 

The third phase, a return to classic counterinsurgency doctrine, began in 
2008 and accelerated with the United States’s 2009 decision to 
temporarily increase the U.S. troop presence in Afghanistan.  The larger 
force was used to implement a strategy of protecting the population from 
Taliban attacks and supporting efforts to reintegrate insurgents into 
Afghan society.  The strategy came coupled with a timetable for the 
withdrawal of the foreign forces from Afghanistan;  beginning in 2011, 
security responsibilities would be gradually handed over to the Afghan 
military and police. 

https://www.britannica.com/place/Afghanistan
https://www.britannica.com/topic/al-Qaeda
https://www.britannica.com/topic/Taliban
https://www.britannica.com/topic/al-Qaeda
https://www.britannica.com/topic/al-Qaeda
https://www.britannica.com/topic/history-of-United-States
https://www.britannica.com/topic/Pashtun
https://www.merriam-webster.com/dictionary/implement
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On 28 December 2014, NATO formally ended International Security 
Assistance Force combat operations in Afghanistan and officially 
transferred full security responsibility to the Afghan government.  Unable 
to eliminate the Taliban through military means, coalition forces and the 
Afghan government led by Ashraf Ghani turned to diplomacy to end the 
conflict.  These efforts culminated in the United States–Taliban deal in 
February 2020, which stipulated the withdrawal of all US troops from 
Afghanistan by 2021. 

At this point the Australian contribution to the war in Afghanistan was 
changed to Operation Highroad which lasted from 2015 to 2021. 

In mid-2014, the naval and logistic support operations in the Persian Gulf 
were re-designated as Operation Manitou and Operation Accordion 
respectively. 

As I have already mentioned, the Australian Defence Force were to assist 
the Afghan people in rebuilding their society, free from the persecution of 
their former Taliban oppressors.  The International Security Assistance 
Force found no end of resistance by many of the population due to their 
subservience or terror of the Taliban.  Convincing many of the tribal 
Afghanis to adopt democratic view of life became almost impossible.  
The Australians did their job the best they could under difficult 
conditions, not knowing who was on their side or the Taliban’s. 

Of the many operations that involved the Australian Defence Force there 
were casualties.  41 Members were killed with 261 wounded.  And that 
does not include the many who returned from the Afghanistan War with 
psychological trauma.  Unfortunately, further deaths occurred due to 
mental instability though suicide. 

A contingent of around 80 ADF personnel remained in Afghanistan as 
late as 2021 to train and advise Afghan forces.  But the withdrawal of our 
Australian Defence Force and others of the ISAF led to the Taliban 
resuming control of Afghanistan.   

As in all wars, there were many heroes in Afghanistan, mostly 
unrecognised.  Of those not awarded medals, only the troops who served 
with them will know the truth.   

The Victoria Cross for Australia (VC) was awarded to 4 recipients for 
service in Afghanistan. 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/War_in_Afghanistan_(2001-present)
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Trooper Mark Donaldson was awarded the “VC” for gallantry under 
heavy enemy fire during a contact on 2 September 2008. 

Patrolling with Afghan and US forces, they were ambushed by a 
well-prepared and larger Taliban force.  The ambush began with 
sustained machine gun and rocket-propelled grenade fire, causing 
several casualties.  Donaldson deliberately exposed himself to fire 
from the Taliban fighters in order to draw their attention away from 
the casualties, allowing them to be moved to cover.   

Lance Corporal Daniel Keighran was awarded the “VC” for his actions 
while serving with the 6th Battalion, Royal Australian Regiment, in a fire 
fight with insurgents during the Battle of Derapet on 24 August 2010. 

During the battle, Lance Corporal Keighran “with complete 
disregard for his own safety” repeatedly exposed himself to enemy 
fire to draw fire away from a team treating a battle casualty.  Lance 
Corporal Keighran's actions were key in allowing the Coalition 
forces to withdraw without further casualties. 

Corporal Benjamin Roberts-Smith was awarded the “VC” for his 
actions while serving with SAS No 2 Squadron as a patrol second-in-
command. 

In June 2010, at Tizak in the Kandahar Province, Roberts-Smith and 
other SAS soldiers were on a mission searching for a Taliban 
commander.   During the mission the soldiers became pinned down 
by a machine-gun nest.  Disregarding his own safety, Roberts-Smith 
“stormed the enemy position killing the ... machine gunners.” 

Lance Corporal Cameron Baird was awarded the “VC” for the most 
conspicuous acts of valour, extreme devotion to duty and ultimate self-
sacrifice at Ghawchak village, Uruzgan province, Afghanistan, as a 
Commando Team Commander in Special Operations Task Group. 

On 22 June 2013, a commando platoon of the Special Operations 
Task Group, with partners from the Afghan National Security 
Forces, conducted a helicopter assault into Ghawchak village, 
Uruzgan province, in order to attack an insurgent network deep 
within enemy-held territory.  Shortly after insertion, Corporal 
Baird’s team was engaged by small arms fire from several enemy 
positions.  Corporal Baird quickly seized the initiative, leading his 
team to neutralise the positions, killing six enemy combatants and 
enabling the assault to continue. 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Victoria_Cross_for_Australia
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On three separate occasions Corporal Baird charged an enemy-held 
building within the prepared compound.  On the third time, 
Corporal Baird selflessly drew enemy fire away from his team and 
assaulted the doorway.  Enemy fire was seen to strike the ground 
and compound walls around Corporal Baird, before visibility was 
obscured.  . In this third attempt, the enemy was neutralised, but 
Corporal Baird was killed in the effort. 

The war in Afghanistan lasted from 2001 until 2021.  Australia’s longest 
running war.  Australia answered the call to promote democracy and 
freedom to the Afghani people.  Our troops went where they were sent.  
That is the life of our Defence personnel. 

We ask ourselves, was it worth it? 

Let’s hope something like this never occurs again. 

Lest We Forget.  We salute their service. 

Bass Hill Public School ANZAC Service 

Mark & Ron at Georges Manor Nursing Home’s ANZAC Service 
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Why Parents Drink 

The boss wondered why one of his most valued employees was absent but 
had not phoned in sick one day. Needing to have an urgent problem with 
one of the main computers resolved, he dialled the employee's home 
phone number and was greeted with a child's whisper. 'Hello ?' 

'Is your daddy home?' he asked. 

‘Yes,' whispered the small voice. 

‘May I talk with him?' 

The child whispered, 'No.' 

Surprised and wanting to talk with an adult, the boss asked, 'Is your 
Mummy there?'   'Yes' 

'May I talk with her?'  Again the small voice whispered, 'No' 

Hoping there was somebody with whom he could leave a message, the 
boss asked, 'Is anybody else there?' 

'Yes,' whispered the child, 'a policeman.' 

Wondering what a cop would be doing at his employee's home, the boss 
asked, 'May I speak with the policeman?' 

'No, he's busy,' whispered the child. 

'Busy doing what?' 

'Talking to Daddy and Mummy and the Fireman,' came the whispered an-
swer. 

Growing more worried as he heard a loud noise in the background 
through the earpiece on the phone, the boss asked, 'What is that noise?' 

'A helicopter  answered the whispering voice. 

'What is going on there?' demanded the boss, now truly apprehensive. 
Again, whispering, the child answered, 'The search team just landed a hel-
icopter' 

Alarmed, concerned and a little frustrated the boss asked, 'What are they 
searching for?' 

Still whispering, the young voice replied with a muffled giggle…  'ME.' 
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Sometime this year, we taxpayers may again receive another 'Economic 
Stimulus' payment.  This is indeed a very exciting program, and I'll 
explain it by using a Q & A format: 

Q. What is an 'Economic Stimulus' payment ? 
A. It is money that the federal government will send to taxpayers. 

Q. Where will the government get this money ? 
A. From taxpayers. 

Q. So the government is giving me back my own money? 
A. Only a smidgen of it. 

Q. What is the purpose of this payment? 
A. The plan is for you to use the money to purchase a High-definition 

TV set, thus stimulating the economy. 

Q. But isn't that stimulating the economy of China ? 
A. Shut up. 

Below is some helpful advice on how to best help the Australian 
Economy by spending your stimulus cheque wisely: 

 If you spend the stimulus money at K-Mart, Big W , Target or the 
host of $2 shops we have, the money will go to China, Vietnam or Sri 
Lanka . 

 If you spend it on petrol, your money will go to the Arabs. 

 If you purchase a computer, it will go to India, Taiwan or China. 

 If you purchase fruit and vegetables, it will go to China, India, Peru. 

 If you buy an efficient car, it will go to Japan or Korea .  

 If you purchase useless stuff, it will go to Taiwan . 

 If you pay your credit cards off, or buy stock, it will go to 
management bonuses and they will hide it offshore. 

Instead, keep the money in Australia by: 
1) Spending it at garage sales, or  2) Going to footy games, or  
3) Spending it on naughty women, or 4) Beer, or 5) Tattoos. 
(These are just about the only Australian businesses still operating in 
OZ.) 

Conclusion: 
Go to a footy game with a tattooed lady of the night that you met at a 
garage sale and drink beer all day!   
No need to thank me, I'm just glad I could be of help. 
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Today's wisdom for Seniors 
 

The ability to speak several languages is an asset, but the 
ability to keep your mouth shut in any language is priceless. 

Be decisive.  Right or wrong, make a decision.  The road is 
littered with flat ‘roos who couldn’t make a decision. 

Happiness is not having to set the alarm clock. 

Tip for a successful marriage:  Don’t ask your wife when 
dinner will be ready while she’s mowing the lawn. 

Trust science.  Studies show that if your parents didn’t 
have children there’s a high probability you won’t either. 

I envy people who grow old gracefully.  They age like a fine 
wine. I’m ageing like milk:  Getting sour and chunky. 

When the pool re-opens, due to social distancing rules, 
there will be no water in lanes 1, 3, and 5. 

When I get a headache I take two aspirin and keep away 
from children just like the bottle says. 

Just once, I want the username and password prompt to 
say, “Close enough.” 

Becoming an adult is the dumbest thing I’ve ever done. 

If you see me talking to myself, just move along.  I’m self-
employed. We’re having a meeting. 

Does anyone else have a plastic bag full of plastic bags, or 
is it just me? 

ANZAC Day Breakfast 
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ANZAC 2025 Pics  At Chester Hill, Local Schools and  Sydney 

Villawood East Public School 
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They shall not grow old as 
we that are left to grow old, 

Age shall not weary them 
nor the years condemn; 

At the going down of the 
sun, and in the morning 

We will remember them. 

 

Lest We Forget 
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Jim Baba marching in Sydney this ANZAC Day with 
23 Field Regiment Royal Australian Artillery 
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ANZAC Luncheon 3 May 2025 

RSL Auxiliary fund raising Raffle Tickets for sale 
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LAST POST 
 

 
We Are All Here 

 

Lest We Forget 

STOP PRESS 

 


