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/& " EDITORIAL**
wes Pretty slack month with no
' grievances. I know, it’s unusual.

g2
';g"i See you ANZAC Day and at the
) ANZAC Luncheon.

Gary Roser, Editor

**The editorial is entirely my own opinion and does not
reflect the Sub-Branch Executive.

(S}

Sub-Branch Meetings

Committee General
Mondays 16:30 | Sundays 10:30am
16/04/25 No Gen Meeting

25/04/25 ANZAC Day 6:30 hrs

03/05/25 ANZAC Luncheon

19/05/25

25/05/25

16/06/25

22/06/25

My girlfriend says I'm cheap, so | took her out for
tea and biscuits. It was quite exciting as she had
never given blood before.



PRESIDENT’S REPORT

Greetings Members.

My apologies for not being at our February meeting
as I was just 2 days out of hospital and not well
enough to attend. My thanks to Vice-President, Jim
Baba for taking over conducting the meeting.

I was also unable to attend the February District
Council Meeting and the Auxiliary bus trip in
March. Ilook forward to getting back to all activities.

Unfortunately, we lost another one of our Auxiliary Members early
February. Dot Clancy joined our Women’s Auxiliary in 2004. She
became President 2010 and remained as such until the new Constitution
came into effect. The role of President changed, and Dot became the first
Co-ordinator of the revamped RSL Auxiliary.

We have had a resignation from Greg Brown due to health reasons. This
means at the March meeting we will call for nominations to fill a casual
vacancy. This is only until 2026 when we will have full elections.

At the same time we will also fill the vacancy left following the death of
Ian Kennedy, i.e. Committee and Alternate Delegate to FSMDC.

I look forward to seeing you at the meetings.
lan Muirhead
President
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SECRETARY’S REPORT

For the second time the majority of Members will =y g
have received this Newsletter by Email. Ron will y
have shown you on the big screen at the March -
General Meeting how to get it running on your home
computer. Let’s hope everything works out because =

it is saving us a motza of money not having to print g}
and post so many. -

The opposite page have interesting videos about military weapons and

general information. I hope they work for you. If you have Facebook,
start it up before you go into these URLs.

Still no joy from RSLNSW about us Incorporating as an Association. We
just have to wait.

If you still haven’t received your new sub-Branch T shirt, contact our
President lan Muirhead. He is the officer of uniforms.

ANZAC Day is coming up next month. Please try and attend. As I have
written on the back page there are details of the times and places to meet.

Don’t forget your breakfast ticket if you are staying after the Service.
Entry to the Club at that time of the morning is by ticket only. No ticket,
No entry. Don’t take a ticket if you aren’t sure. There is a limited
number available.

Also on the back page are the details of our ANZAC Luncheon. As usual
a $25 per person refundable deposit is required. When you turn up on the
day you get your money back.

On a very sad note we lost our former Women’s Auxiliary and Co-
ordinator of our RSL Auxiliary since last meeting. Dorothy Clancey,
known as Dot, was a good leader. A nice person who Ron loved to stir up
as she always bit. But she knew is was only done in fun. God Bless Dot.
She is sadly missed. Taking up Dot’s reins is Dana Sypniewski. Dana
says if you can’t pronounce her name think of SIP A WHISKEY.

We wish Dana and the ladies the very best for the future.. Don’t forget,
they are looking for new members and we have two buses we can fill so
you as Members of the sub-Branch can also join them on their monthly
jaunt. $15 for the bus ride and buy your own lunch. Morning tea is
provided but you need to bring your own cup. If you want to go, just let
Ron, Trevor or myself know so we can add you to the passenger list. Oh,
by the way. $5 extra for a raffle ticket. Gary Roser, J.P.



LIST OF INTERESTING VIDEOS

Tanks
https://www.facebook.com/reel/818883183658363 ?fs=e&fs=¢e

Spain’s Newest Submarines
https://www.facebook.com/reel/15518595054562462fs=e& fs=¢
Short Sunderland
https://www.facebook.com/reel/1139956283979791?fs=e&fs=¢

Carl Gustaf M4
https://www.facebook.com/reel/658853816714664?fs=e&fs=¢

TICONDEROGA CRUISER: The Heart of the Fleet
https://fb.watch/xUIGxJnVZ3/?

The RPG-7V2
https://www.facebook.com/reel/541424388309187?fs=e& fs=¢

WWI German war bicycle
https://m.facebook.com/groups/howvintage/permalink/1604207433567435/?
Kaiten Kamikaze Submarine

https://fb.watch/xKDnSnkgtJ/?

HELIOS Laser Weapon
https://fb.watch/xJASNdPOx{/?

FV-107 Scimitar
https://www.facebook.com/reel/4679895363171492fs=e& fs=¢

Advanced Cruise Missile
https://www.facebook.com/reel/2901146700035657?fs=e&fs=¢

Weapons of Modern Warfare
https://www.facebook.com/share/v/19vBsUprcD/
Flying Wing Jet Fighter
https://www.facebook.com/share/v/15exxXSDnG/

RQ-4 Global Hawk
https://fb.watch/xu-FXCIJm6Y/?

Landing Linker
https://www.facebook.com/reel/1133388921192509?fs=e&fs=¢
Fake Wooden Airfield

https://www.facebook.com/photo.php?
fbid=1010933724394223&set=a.621851486635784&type=3

US Laser Aircraft Carrier
https://www.facebook.com/reel/11245635759266462fs=e&fs=¢e

TEKEVER AR5
https://www.facebook.com/reel/1143587347160079?fs=e&fs=¢e
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You Know When Your Over the Hill When......
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“I phoned your office and they didn’t
even know you were off sick.”
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“Why did your nurse want to know
my ‘next-of-kin'?"

“I hooked a real big one but it kept
swimming around the boat.”

“It's just a backup system
for your pacemaker.”

Ah, being young is beautiful,
but being old is comfortable.
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Feature Article
With thanks to the US Army Small Ships Association

CARL FREDERICK FISCHLE

Carl, known as Charles, or Chas, was born at
Lacey’s Creek, Dayboro, Moreton Bay Region,
Queensland, on the 23 June 1911. He was the
third child of Christian Johann and Wilhelmina
Louise, who were eventually blessed with
seven children.

During 1917 Carl was enrolled at Lacey’s
Creek State School, later experiencing the
Great Depression from 16 years-of-age. He
worked with his father on the family farm
while also undertaking paid work as Labourer
in southeast Queensland. During this period
Carl studied, achieving qualifications in First-Class Internal
Combustion, First-Class Engine Driver, and First-Class Refrigeration,
also noted as an annual champion of Dayboro Rifle Club.

TC4244 Carl Fischle, 1942

From 1932 Carl worked around the Mackay region, at Farleigh
Cooperative Sugar Mill, as

Fettler and Fireman, then from 1938 as Fireman on steam shovels for
Mackay Harbour Board. During 1939 he returned to Brisbane, the
following year finding work with the boilers at Brisbane General
Hospital.

By 1941 Carl was living in Fortitude Valley, Brisbane, working as
Engine Driver. A few days after Christmas 1941 his younger brother
Ernest enlisted with AIF 2/32 Infantry Battalion. During June 1942
another younger brother, Walter, also enlisted with an Infantry Battalion.
Soon after, U.S. Army Services of Supply developed their base at
Brisbane, and Carl was acquired via the Australian Manpower
Authority. Employed as Third Engineer for S-6 ARGOSY LEMAL under
Chief J Yule, Carl would become intimate with her 150 BHP diesel
engine, 8 BHP diesel windlass engine, 6 BHP petrol - paraffin cargo
winch, and two Ford V8 petrol motors of 28 — 30 BHP.



S-6 ARGOSY LEMAL was a Command Post Vessel, one of the first radio
communications ships in the U.S. Army, designed to control signals
between Headquarters and the front lines. A steel-hulled schooner, built
in Holland during 1917 as DE
LAUWERS, she was registered by
Adelaide Steamship Co. during 1923,
subsequently acquired by U.S. Army
during May 1942 at the cost of 8,923
pounds. After a refit in Sydney, she
was intent on passing for a trading
schooner when scrutinised by Japanese
reconnaissance efforts in the waters of
New Guinea.

Carl joined the crew of S-6 ARGOSY LEMAL at Hamilton Wharf,
Brisbane, on the 13" October 1942. His shipmates were already
onboard, and she sailed three days later, bound for Port Moresby via the
port of Townsville.

———sA

S-6 ARGOSY LEMAL

The crew was a multinational force, comprised of enlisted U.S. Army
men who controlled the radios and worked exclusively amongst
themselves, alongside Australian CAPT Anderson and his Australian
First Mate, the Norwegian Second Mate, the Scottish Chief Engineer,
Able Seaman from Australia, Scandinavia, & the Torres Strait, with
teenaged Ordinary Seaman, 18-year-old Australian Assistant Cook Evan
George, and 15-year-old English Deck Boy Rupert Snell. After a spell
of nine days at Townsville, S-6 ARGOSY LEMAL proceeded north.
Evan George recalled, “She was
hit by a squall and heeled
beautifully to port. It was a thrill
for an 18-year-old kid that hadn’t
even found his sea legs, I felt 1
was in heaven.”

Upon arrival at Port Moresby
S-6 ARGOSY LEMAL conducted
strategically invaluable
operations, serving as ‘“mother
ship’ for communications
between  Headquarters  and

Crew members on the bowsprit
R.A.N. Coastwatchers. She of S-6 ARGOSY LEMAL

remained at anchor in a small bay



inside the harbour for almost nine months, with a submarine cable
running directly from the ship to GHQ. The crew kept the ship in
immaculate condition, working hard in the tropical climate, spending
their leisure time climbing the rigging and diving overboard. During this
period air raids were frequent over Port Moresby, and supplies were
delivered to S-6 ARGOSY LEMAL by S-51 SHANGRILA, another
beautiful vessel. Twelve crew members were quartered in the forecastle,
which proved hot and uncomfortable, so, they preferred to sleep on the
hatches.

Carl was discharged during April 1943 and reassigned at Pemmican on
the 12" June, as Second Engineer, joining the crew of S-143 MOA MOA.
She was a steel hulled motor vessel of 554 gross tons, built durmg 1937
to conduct trade in the
Gilbert Islands for Burns
Philp (South Seas) Ltd.

During 1941 MV MOA
MOA was sold to Colonial
Sugar Refinery Co. and
fitted with large tanks for
carrying molasses. She was
acquired by U.S. Army at
Pyrmont, Sydney, during
November, 1942, and her
S-143 MOA MOA molasses tanks were used to
carry fuel from tankers at

sea to advance bases in New Guinea.

During Carl’s Service on S-143 MOA MOA, she carried supplies
between Milne Bay and Beli Beli Bay, Goodenough Island, Samarai
Island, Oro Bay, and Kiriwina Island. Crew members were suffering
symptoms of malaria and enduring difficult conditions. Carl had been
serving MOA MOA only seven weeks when his skipper, CAPT Mathew
Singleton was transferred to a Field Hospital at Milne Bay on the 8"
August 1943. Later that night, a Japanese air raid over Milne Bay
destroyed a section of the hospital, killing CAPT Singleton.

After serving S-143 MOA MOA for nearly eighteen weeks, Carl was
discharged at Pemmican and reassigned as Second Engineer until the
first week of November, when he commenced four weeks leave in

Brisbane. Carl returned to New Guinea and joined the crew of S-738
COMARA at Finschhafen on the 13™ December 1943.
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MV COMARA was built in
Glasgow during 1937 for the
North Coast Steam
Navigation Co., a steel
hulled motor vessel of 751
gross tons, named after a
town on the upper Macleay
" River, NSW. S-143

COMARA  conducted a

supply run departing
Finschhafen on the 2™ January 1944, calling at Buna for four days, then
returning for another voyage from F inschhafen to Buna via Lae. She
then sailed between Langemak Bay and Lae before proceeding to Cape
Cretin and Oro Bay on the 24" January.

S-I 43 COMARA continued to run between ports in New Guinea until the
2" September 1944 when she entered Seeadler Bay, Manus, Admiralty
Islands. The crew remained in port for fourteen days unloading supplies
bound for the Philippines, including aircraft landing matting, the weight
of which caused S-743 to sit quite low, with water lapping over the deck.
A fortnight later, Manus Island became host to the crew of USS
COLUMBIA, followed soon after by USS WASP, USS PORTLAND, and
USS MARCUS ISLAND.

On 12" of October 1944, S-143 COMARA
departed Langemak Bay and proceeded to
Australian waters, reaching Cairns after
eight days. The following day, COMARA
proceeded directly to Sydney.

S§-143 COMARA

A few weeks after entering Port Jackson,
S-143 COMARA cruised to Wollongong,
returning to Sydney during January 1945.
Late in January, she sailed to Newcastle,
then directly to Finschhafen, and onto
Hollandia, arriving on the 13t February.
Two Weeks later S-743 departed for Biak 3
where she spent three days in port, before
a seven-day spell in the port of Morotai.
The return voyage to Biak took four days,
and soon after arrival, they cruised again
for Humboldt Bay. Locals pictured by Carl Fischle

11



S-143 COMARA continued serving ports in New Guinea until Carl was
discharged on the 14™ December 1944, subsequently repatriated to
Brisbane. Four days after landing in Australia, Carl signed a new
contract and was assigned as Engineer on the 2" February 1945,
to $-377 (FS-24) ALDINA. She was a freight supply boat, 112 feet in
length, built in Sydney by Lars Halvorsen & Sons. Trials were
successfully conducted between Port Jackson and Wollongong, then
S-377 ALDINA headed north from Sydney on the 7" February 1945,
calling at Newcastle, Brisbane, RockhamEton, Townsville, and Cairns,
before reaching Thursday Island on the 27" March.

After six days in port at Thursday Island, S-7/43 COMARA proceeded on
a three day voyage to Port Moresby, thereafter carrying supplies from
Milne Bay, to Oro Bay, Finschhafen, and Madang, arriving Hollandia on
the 3™ May 1945. The crew spent twenty-four days in Hollandia, loading
supplies and provisions before proceeding directly to Manila.

When $-377 (FS-24)
ALDINA entered
Manila Bay on the
11™ June 1945, Carl
and his shipmates
became witness to
the aftermath of
immense destruction.
The bay was littered
with sunken vessels
and other
@ navigational hazards,
# inspiring progress by
the art of patience.
Crew members of S-377 (FS-24) ALDINA, Manila, 1945. Most of the city had

been destroyed by
Japanese and subsequently Allied bombing. Few buildings remained
intact, although the brewery stood totally unscathed, as neither
beligerent saw fit to offend a pillar of empirical aspiration.

Amidst the chaos and the hope, Small Ships worked ceaselessly,
carrying troops and supplies all over the Philippines. FS boats featured
prominently during the campaign, tasked with carrying a wide variety of
goods, including refrigerated foods, medical supplies, fuel, ammunition,

12



and building materials. Some FS boats were designed for carrying troops
and ferrying wounded. FS-24 was employed to convey medical staff
commuting daily between Manila and Corregidor Island, and after a
while Carl found the 30-mile run each way became very monotonous.

Shipmates at Corregidor Island, 1945

Carl celebrated Victory in the Pacific in Manila. He continued to serve
S-377 (FS-24) ALDINA until reassigned as 1% Assistant Engineer to
USAT ARMAND CONSIDERE on the 4" September 1945. USAT
ARMAND CONSIDERE was a concrete ship, an oil burner, with gross
tonnage of 4,826. She had arrived Leyte on the 14™ April 1945, under
the auspices of the War Shipping Administration, serving as supply ship.
Carl was discharged from USAT ARMAND CONSIDERE on the
7™ October 1945, joining the crew of S-195 (CSQ-1) WEEROONA in
Manila the following day.

Built during 1910 at Glasgow, Scotland, for Parker Huddart Melbourne,
WEEROONA was a steel-hulled, side-paddle, passenger vessel with
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gross tonnage of 1,412. U.S. Army acquired her during February 1943
from Bay Steamers, Melbourne, for the price of twenty-thousand
pounds. She was assigned as a Quarters / Communications ship and
steamed from Melbourne to Sydney under her own power.

During May 1944, S-195 (CSQ-1) WEEROONA was towed froom
Sydney to Brisbane, then onto Townsville, courtesy of tug-boat S-90
JAMES WALLACE. Subsequently, WEEROONA was towed to Milne
Bay, then Holanda, where she joined a convoy bound for the Philippines
during November 1944.

Carl joined the crew of S-195 WEEROONA in Manila, where she had
been moored alongside a pier for several months, serving as Quarters.
Three days later she was
towed to Manus Island
by S-662 LT-530, a
diesel tug-boat, 143’ in
length. The voyage took
16 days at an average
speed of 8 knots.

S-195 WEEROONA
proceeded under-tow
from Manus to Sydney
arriving on  the 13%
November 1945. Carl =%
was discharged from =
WEEROONA five days

later, and issued Travel
Orders to Brisbane, where he was discharged under paragraph 14 of the
contract, on the 26™ November 1945, with remarks, “Services no longer
required owing to changes in conditions in area to which assigned.
Eligible for re-employment if position arises.”

§-195 (CSQ-1) WEEROONA

The war behind him, keen to start a new life, Carl became proprietor of
the Pioneer Garage at Tweed Heads, NSW, during 1946, however, he
soon relocated to Queensland, inspired by romantic interest. During a
period of leave in November 1943, Carl had visited his sister Min at
Mungindi, on the Barwon River in western Queensland. Min worked as
Nurse at Mungindi Hospital, alongside her friend Audrey, who had met
Carl and been corresponding with him ever since.
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Sister Audrey May Smith and Carl reunited,
" subsequently marrying on the 29" November
1947, at St Lawrence’s Church of England,
Caboolture. Carl’s mother Wilhelmina had
passed away during 1938, while Audrey’s
mother Marion was more recently widowed,
and this may have inspired the newlyweds to
settle near her home at Elimbah, Queensland.

The land was heavily treed and Carl felled
much of the timber himself. He set about
building their home, using hardwood cut from
the property, doing all the work, with the
exception of electrical, himself. Together, he
and Audrey operated a dairy farm, growing
Carl & Audrey on their wed- Small crops and a young family. Carl and
ding day, November 1947 Audrey were blessed with three children,
Gilda, Rona, and Carl junior.

Sadly, Carl was accidentally
killed when Carl Jr was
only nine years-of-age.

During 1960 Carl stopped
farming and returned to
engineering, employed as
Deck Engine

Driver aboard the dredge
KAIONE on the Brisbane
River. During the 1963
visit of Queen Elizabeth II,
Carl boarded KAIONE with
his family to enjoy an  cun & Carl Junior, Elimbah QLD, July 1966
exclusive view as the Royal

Party sailed up the river.

After moving to a suburban block in Brisbane, Carl established a
productive vegetable garden in the back yard, complete with compost
heaps and chickens. He grew heirloom vegetables and unusual varieties,
although his children were not especially grateful for treats like
‘kohlrabi’.
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After discharge from KAIONE, Carl worked as Engineer for another
decade, but never returned to sea. He was an environmentalist, and his
old dairy farm at Elimbah, now revegetated, is maintained as a Land for
Wildlife property. The trees that Carl selected to conserve are still
standing, fostering old growth habitat.

Carl and Audrey lived with deep heartache ever since the death of their
young son Carl. They enjoyed quiet time together, especially fossicking
for gemstones. They started fossicking at Sapphire but eventually
settled on the Eromanga area in the outermost south western corner of
Queensland. Each annual holiday they would load up an ancient Kombi
and head out to look for opal. It was an isolated area, so, they needed to
carry enough supplies to be self-sufficient for the month or so they were
away, and always to be prepared to winch the Kombi from a bog.

Carl knew how to “tie it up with wire” and “keep the show on the road”,

having learned to improvise ingenious solutions over many years. Like

many of his generation, Carl did not enjoy the

luxury of completing school, but placed a high

value on education, and continued to learn and read
books throughout his life.

Carl was diagnosed with cancer during 1971 and
fought a courageous battle. He continued working
& as Engineer until a few weeks before he crossed the
bar on the 8" February 1976. Thirty-two years
passed before Carl’s daughter Gilda began to
Mrs Gilda Cowell ~ research her father’s service history, responding to
an newspaper article concerning official recognition
during 2008. Gilda contacted our Association, subsequently achieved
posthumous recognition in relation to Carl’s Service and enjoyed the
opportunity to commemorate in company with her father’s shipmate Len
McLeod.

Sincere thanks to Gilda for sharing Carl’s story and his amazing
photographs.

CARL FISCHLE will be long remembered
for his honourable Service during WWII.

LEST WE FORGET
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Naval Association Australia Queensland
NA VY Section Facebook
& Excepts from Wikipedia

HMAS Gladstone (FCPB 216), named for the city of
Gladstone, Queensland, is a Fremantle-class patrol boat,
formerly of the Royal Australian Navy (RAN). Built by
NQEA during the early 1980s, Gladstone was
commissioned into RAN service in 1984.

The patrol boat spent most of its career operating out of the naval base
HMAS Cairns on fisheries and border protection operations. The ship's
company were granted Freedom of the City of their ship's namesake city
on three occasions.

Gladstone was decommissioned in 2007, and was donated to the
Gladstone Maritime History Society for preservation and display as a
museum ship at the Gladstone Maritime Museum. Work was postponed
due to the 2007-2008 financial crisis, with preservation work and
development of a wet dock to display the ship completed in 2016. The
vessel is now available for tours
on weekends and is located in the
Gladstone East Shores precinct,
adjacent to the Gladstone Marina.

Operational history

Gladstone spent its entire life
based at HMAS Cairns in Cairns,
Queensland. The Fremantle-class
patrol boats operated primarily in
“northern Australian waters, and
- were tasked with fisheries
| protection, border protection,
immigration and customs duties,

law enforcement operations, and maritime surveillance.

The ship's company of Gladstone were granted Freedom of the City of
Gladstone for the first time in 1988.

In April 1990, Gladstone apprehended the Taiwanese fishing vessel Hai
Chang 11, which had been detected fishing inside the Australian
Economic Exclusion Zone, but failed to stop when approached by the
patrol boat. Hai Chang 11 was taken to Darwin, where the fishing
vessel's captain was prosecuted.
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* - Australia
Namesake
Builder
Laid down
Launched
Commissioned
Decommissioned
Motto
Nickname
Honours and awards
Status
General characteristics
Class and type
Displacement
Length
Beam
Draught

Propulsion

Speed
Range

Complement
Electronic warfare & decoys

Armament

City of Gladstone, Queensland
NQEA, Cairns

7 March 1983

28 July 1984

8 September 1984

13 March 2007

"Defend the right"

"Sadrock"

Two inherited battle honours

Preserved as museum ship in Gladstone

Fremantle-class patrol boat
220 tons

137.6 ft (41.9 m)

25.25 ft (7.70 m)

5.75 ft (1.75 m)

2 MTU series 538 diesel engines,
3,200 shp (2,400 kW), 2 propellers

30 knots (56 km/h; 35 mph)

5,000 nautical miles (9,300 km; 5,800 mi)
at 5 knots (9.3 km/h; 5.8 mph)
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Type 133 Prism ESM'"

1 Bofors 40 mm/60 gun
® 2 12.7 mm machine guns

® | 81 mm mortar (removed later
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During 2006, Gladstone intercepted ten illegal fishing boats. One of the
vessels had a cargo of 750 kilograms (1,650 Ib) of reef fish.

Freedom of Entry to the patrol boat's namesake city was granted for the
second time in July 2000.

The ship's company were granted Freedom of the city for the third and
final time on Australia Day (26 January) 2007, in the leadup to the ship's
decommissioning. Gladstone was originally planned to decommission
on 16 February 2007, but was deployed at the start of the month as part
of Operation Resolute, to replace several Armidale-class patrol boats
pulled from duty over safety concerns and water contamination of fuel
systems.

Today at the Gladstone Museum Comments on Facebook by visitors
to the Museum

Norman Timms

With all the money the Glad-
stone Port Authority is mak-
ing , the HM A S Gladstone
is rusting badly and it needs
to be sand blasted in some
place and repainted , I helped
build these boats at NQE A
in Cairns

John Moynihan

HMAS Gladstone radio room
is activated for the last cou-
ple of years by the Gladstone
Amateur Radio Club,
VKA4GLA, for the Light
House amateur radio week-
end due to the old Sea Hill

] light house is next to it. Am-
) il j ateur radios are connected to
5 part of the original antenna
system.

We are considering operating
from there for the world wide
Museum Ships weekend.
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https://www.facebook.com/norman.timms.1?comment_id=Y29tbWVudDoxMDg2MzQxOTUzNTI3MzkzXzI2ODQxODY1MTg0NDI3OTA%3D&__cft__%5b0%5d=AZUVXj0tCrXZeM1FJjh8RMQdsatEUAWPYYpyww_lb4m1r9o4h_XjzslABr5kAeU7UZBRByvYK3UhZyUCMIBl2rMf4mZr56-cRAJrdMprS-DVoyUE4eTd6jd5W5XY0BhZq6OB6y

Local knowledge vital in assisting community
ARMY By Lieutenant Emily Tinker

19 March 2025, ADF News and Events

Showing how quickly the ADF can mobilise when needed, the Lismore-based
41st Battalion, the Royal New South Wales Regiment (41 RNSWR), bolstered
its ranks from 10 soldiers to 750 in less than 24 hours as Tropical Cyclone
Alfred approached.

Byron Barracks was the northern NSW staging centre for preparations ahead of
the storm cell that threatened to devastate still-recovering communities.

Operations officer at 41 RNSWR, Major Elizabeth Wells, said her team stepped
up quickly to meet the demands of Operation Tropical Cyclone Alfred Assist.
“Our area of operations is as big as Ireland and we have 10 full-time personnel
to run it, so it was a big jump from 10 in our AO (area of operations) to 750,”
Major Wells said.

“The communication worked really well, having that understanding that they
were coming, and coming in force, to get in before the cyclone hit so we were
ready.”

As the majority of 41 RNSWR personnel are local reservists, Major Wells said
their extensive local knowledge and connections were essential to the ADF
effort.

“The 41 RNSWR soldiers really stepped forward in having that local knowledge
— they were the pathfinders, they were the local contacts, they were the ones who
knew where there might be problems and fixed the problems before they even
happened,” she said.

“They made sure their families were safe and then they were helping the NSW
State Emergency Service move trees to get to the headquarters so they could
help full-time personnel get food out there, clear debris from roads and lines,
help out in any way they could,” she said.

“My guys were chomping at the bit to get out and it was really cool to see.”

Major Wells said the relief in the community was palpable following the
downgrade of the storm, and having the ADF in the area helped lift spirits.

“The response from the community was very positive,” Major Wells said.
“The kids loved seeing the army trucks, the oldies loved seeing the army trucks
and sharing their warries.”

41 RNSWR was bolstered by regular Brisbane-based soldiers from 8th/9th
Battalion, the Royal Australian Regiment, and the 2nd Combat Engineer
Regiment.

Additional support was provided by 5th Combat Service Support Battalion; 8th
Signal Regiment; 5th Engineer Regiment; 4th/3rd Battalion, the Royal New
South Wales Regiment; Headquarters 5th Brigade command; and Joint Task
Force Command. Video: (8) Facebook
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https://www.facebook.com/defenceaustralia/videos/1882559695880169

Gendered approach brings dignity in crisis
RAAF By Flight Lieutenant Jessica Winnall
8 March 2025, ADF News and Events

crew welcome passengers at Ben
Gurion Airport, Tel Aviv, for an
assisted-departure flight as part of
Operation Beech. Photo: Corporal
Robert Whitmore

/) 1 Royal Australian Air Force KC-304
/)

g 4

Gender advisers and gender focal
points play an integral role in
operations, such as on Operation
Beech in late 2023 and across 2024 when Defence supported a DFAT-led
evacuation of Australians and foreign nationals from the Middle East.

Their insights into the unique needs of diverse groups, especially non-
combatants, contributed to the effectiveness of the operation, and also
implemented lessons from Australian and allied operations.

As military operations evolve to address more complex social dynamics, gender
advisers are essential in fostering an equitable and humane response to crises.

Sergeant Selina Ahlstedt is a qualified gender focal point and was part of the
team working to tight timeframes to ensure that Operation Beech supported the
humane and respectful evacuation of civilians.

“In just 24 hours, we [conducted] a situational analysis and briefing for the
crew,” Sergeant Ahlstedt said. “We worked with loadmasters, pilots, crew
attendants, gender advisers and other personnel who had supported Afghanistan
evacuations to listen to their experiences and lessons.”

She described how the team took a comprehensive and culturally sensitive
approach to address the needs of the evacuees.

“We recognised the importance of considering a broad range of social constructs
and cultural backgrounds, and took into account factors such as cultural issues
and dietary requirements, including halal and kosher food options and running
water for handwashing,” Sergeant Ahlstedt said.

“To address potential digestive issues due to evacuee circumstances, we
provided bland food options and ensured connectivity by providing phone
chargers. We took great care to ensure that dignity kits met cultural needs and
expectations, and provided appropriate spaces for personal needs such as nursing
mothers.

“Overall, our holistic approach aimed to provide the best possible care and
support for each evacuee by recognising their unique needs and experiences.”

The Air Force Gender Advice Team recently developed tactical assessment
cards to support ADF personnel involved in evacuation operations.
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Looking at our Allies
https://www.facebook.com/reel/526314896731831?fs=e&fs=e

\

S *.'__\ e - = = =35
South Korea’s new mortar “SKYFALL
The South Korean Army has received the first lot of 120mm self-

propelled mortar systems to improve the capabilities of its mechanised
units.

The new systems will replace the older 4.2-inch mortars, Yonhap news
agency reported, citing the Defense Acquisition Program Administration
(DAPA).

The deployment will continue through to 2025 under a $648.9m acquisi-
tion programme that also includes the development of fire direction centre
vehicles.

The "Skyfall" is a 120mm self-propelled mortar system developed in
South Korea. It's designed to enhance the capabilities of mechanized units
in the South Korean Army. This system boasts a longer striking range and
stronger firepower compared to its predecessor, the 4.2-inch mortar. It
features advanced technology like a computerized fire control system and
semi-automatic loading, making it highly efficient and accurate.

To view the original articles on the web:
Hold down the Ctrl key and click on the URL (that is, on the blue internet address).

22


https://www.facebook.com/reel/526314896731831?fs=e&fs=e
https://en.yna.co.kr/view/AEN20220204002400325

"The Budget should be balanced,

~Broadside sy sefrBacon the Treasury should be refilled,

T e public debt should be reduced,
the arrogance of officialdom
should be tempered and
controlled, and the assistance to
foreign lands should be
curtailed, lest Rome will become
bankrupt.
People must again learn to work
instead of living on public
assistance."
- Cicero, 55 BC
It would seem that nothing has
changed in the last 2075 years

REFLECLTIVE GLASS.

My doctor has
given me three
days to give up
drinking.
I've picked the 5th
of June, July 17th
and October 9th!!

M.

There's only one way to sum up the army —
hurry up and wait!
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Dorothy (Dot) Clancy

3 February 1926 — 9 February 2025

) 33, Ex-President of the Bass Hill RSL Women’s
In Memortam Auxiliary and current Co-ordinator of the &
Bass Hill RSL Auxiliary
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STOP PRESS

ANZAC DAY
Friday 25 April, 2025
Those Marching will have to be in Leicester St
Near Chester Hill Plaza at 6:00 hours
The march will be to the Memorial
opposite the Chester Hill RSL Club.
Those not marching will need to be
at the Memorial by 6:25 hours.
A breakfast ticket will be needed to
enter the Club for breakfast and
refreshments at the conclusion of the Service.

ANZAC LUNCHEON
Saturday 3 April 2025 11:30 hours
A refundable booking fee of $25 per person
Payment is required by ANZAC Day
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