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PRESIDENT’S REPORT

Greetings Members.

It has been a busy time si nce our last newsletter with RSL. NSW State
Congress at Newcastle and Remembrance Day here at Chester Hill.

The October Meeting of the District Council had the sub-Branches also
agreeing with the way we decided to vote for motions at Congress.

This Congress was one of the better ones we have attended. It started
with the opening Ceremony on the Sunday afternoon followed by a meet
and greet with other attendees.

Most of the Monday was taken up with Question and Answer sessions,
which allowed the Members ask the Board and Staff Members pertinent
questions and get answers.

Tuesday was concerned with the AGM and motions in the Agenda. All
motions submitted by the Board regarding Constitutional changes were
defeated. Therefore no changes to the Constitution at this stage.

My thanks to Ambrose for chairing the October meeting.

I went with our RSL Auxiliary on
their monthly bus trips. October was
a short one to the Georges River
Sailing Club. It has had a complete
renovation since our last visit and the
staff were excellent.

In November we went to Kiama, and
after a quick look at the Blow Hole
and a short tour of the area, we ended
up at the Leagues Club for lunch.
Excellent meal with huge servings.

Finally, Remembrance Day with
Chester Hill sub-Branch was a well
conducted Ceremony, followed by a
delicious lunch in the club
auditorium.

Have a good Christmas, stay safe and
we will see you in the New Year.

lan Muirhead
President




SECRETARY’S REPORT
Greetings again,
Whilst you all were attending the October General | ¥ 55 g
Meeting, I, with our RSLNSW sub-Branch - s

Delegates President Ian Muirhead and Treasurer Ron
Duckworth were in Newcastle at the RSLNSW

State Congress. I had been elected by the District as =
their Alternate Delegate with Trevor Young from the g}

Padstow Chapter as their Delegate.

It was no social event. Whilst Delegates might have had some time to get
together socially when outside Congress hours, they certainly didn’t have
much time during daytime.

Congress got down to business straight away, lasting for two and a half
days. There were a few speakers, but very limited (thank goodness).

Whilst I would not class Congress as enjoyable, it certainly opened my
eyes as to where we need to go forward in our organisation and remain
purposeful.

Listening to our new President Mick Bainbridge, new Chairperson Louise
Sullivan, members of the Board and our new CEO Giles Hurst, they want
to know what the Members see to progress our future. Nothing like our
past Board and CEO. They actually held a question and answer session
for half a day with the Delegates. Much better than just being told by the
Board which seemed to have happened in our recent past. What our
immediate past President Ray James must have gone through.

On a local note, our schools are responding slowly to our Presentation
Award letter sent through the postal system. Writing this Newsletter we
still have four more schools to receive details of their award date and
student names. At the beginning of the week I sent out emails to seven
schools to remind them the details have to be in by COB Monday 18
November. But then again only 7 schools responded to our invitation on
Remembrance Day.

And there are 3 schools that have not responded to our invitation to the
Kokoda Track Memorial excursion yet. Well that’s over now. Last year
it was only one. Maybe because the teachers fear that their students will
learn about war and will be enthralled. I don’t know. But they shouldn’t
because it is our Australian history and one thing the guides at Concord
try and get through to the kids is war only creates suffering and hardship
as we Australians are against war.



With my partner Julia I attended the Bass Hill Aged Care facility on
Remembrance Day afternoon and conducted a service. It wasn't easy due
to some of the high care patients calling out. But we got there.

One thing we can say about our Age Care facilities, they are always
appreciative of us attending.

Lastly, have a good Christmas holiday break and the best for 2025.
Gary Roser, J.P.
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Residents of Bass Hill Aged Care with Secretary Gary Roser
and his Partner Julia Lovett-Cameron

__ Residents of Georges Manor Agéd Care
|\ with Treasurer Ron Duckworth and
Member Mark Basso



You Know When Your Over the Hill When......

How Children perceive their grandparents.

1.

I was in the bathroom, putting on my makeup, under the watchful eyes
of my young granddaughter, as I'd done many times before. After I
applied my lipstick and started to leave, the little one said, "But
Grandma, you forgot to kiss the toilet paper good-bye!" I will probably
never put lipstick on again without thinking about kissing the toilet
paper good-bye....

My young grandson called the other day to wish me Happy Birthday.
He asked me how old I was, and I told him, 68. My grandson was quiet
for a moment, and then he asked, "Did you start at 1?"

After putting her grandchildren to bed, a grandmother changed into old
slacks and a droopy blouse and proceeded to wash her hair. As she
heard the children getting more and more rambunctious, her patience
grew thin. Finally, she threw a towel around her head and stormed into
their room, putting them back to bed with stern warnings. As she left
the room, she heard the three-year-old say with a trembling voice, "Who
was THAT?"

A grandmother was telling her little granddaughter what her own
childhood was like. "We used to skate outside on a pond. I had a swing
made from a tire; it hung from a tree in our front yard. We rode our
pony. We picked wild raspberries in the woods." The little girl was
wide-eyed, taking this all in. At last she said, "I sure wish I'd gotten to
know you sooner!"

My grandson was visiting one day when he asked, "Grandma, do you
know how you and God are alike?" I mentally polished my halo and I
said, "No, how are we alike?" "You're both old," he replied.

A little girl was diligently pounding away on her grandfather's word
processor. She told him she was writing a story.

"What's it about?" he asked.
"I don't know," she replied. "I can't read."”

I didn't know if my granddaughter had learned her colours yet, so I
decided to test her. I would point out something and ask what colour it
was. She would tell me and was always correct. It was fun for me, so I
continued. At last, she headed for the door, saying, "Grandma, I really
think you should try to figure out some of these colours yourself!"

When my grandson Billy and I entered our vacation cabin, we kept the
lights off until we were inside to keep from attracting pesky insects.
Still, a few fireflies followed us in. Noticing them before I did, Billy
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whispered, "It's no use Grandpa. Now the mosquitoes are coming after
us with flashlights."

9. When my grandson asked me how old I was, I teasingly replied, "I'm
not sure." "Look in your underwear, Grandpa," he advised "Mine says
I'm4to 6." (WOW! Ireally like this one -- it says I'm only '38'!)

10. A second grader came home from school and said to her grandmother,
"Grandma, guess what? We learned how to make babies today." The
grandmother, more than a little surprised, tried to keep her cool. "That's
interesting." she said. "How do you make babies?" "It's simple,"
replied the girl. "You just change 'y' to 'i' and add 'es"."

11. Children's Logic: "Give me a sentence about a public servant," said a
teacher. The small boy wrote: "The fireman came down the ladder
pregnant." The teacher took the lad aside to correct him. "Don't you
know what pregnant means?" she asked. "Sure," said the young boy
confidently. 'It means carrying a child."

12. A grandfather was delivering his grandchildren to their home one day
when a fire truck zoomed past. Sitting in the front seat of the fire truck
was a Dalmatian dog. The children started discussing the dog's duties.

"They use him to keep crowds back," said one child.
"No," said another. "He's just for good luck."

A third child brought the argument to a close. “They use the dogs,"
she said firmly, "to find the fire hydrants."

13. A 6-year-old was asked where his grandma lived. "Oh," he said, "she
lives at the airport, and whenever we want her, we just go get her.
Then, when we're done having her visit, we take her back to the airport."

14. Grandpa is the smartest man on earth! He teaches me good things, but I
don't get to see him enough to get as smart as him!

15. My Grandparents are funny, when they bend over, you hear gas leaks

and they blame their dog.
Finally old enough to do 1 think my wife has
hing | o ired
R e started to show the
first signs of
Alzheimers...
She said she can't
remember what
she ever saw in me!




Military Life
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WAR!
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Remembrance Day 2024
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WE WILL REMEMBER THEM.
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English is FULL of contradictions
Here are some funny ones:

1) Found Missing
2) Open Secret

3) Small Crowd

4) Act Naturally

5) Clearly Misunderstood
6) Fully Empty

7) Pretty Ugly

8) Seriously Funny
9) Only Choice

10) Original Copies
11) Exact Estimate
12) Tragic Comedy
13) Foolish Wisdom
14) Liquid Gas

15) Working Holiday

We all get heavier as we get older
because there's a lot more information

N 'm just really intelligent
| and my head couldn't
hold any more so it
started filling up the
rest of me!

That's my story and I'm
sticking to it!
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NAVY | Royal Australian Navy Facebook

7 November at 15:00 -

From left, Captain Sean Bowers, Warrant Officer Andrew Freame
with his wife Chrys, and Warrant Officer of the Navy Andrew Bertoncin
at the Heritage Centre, Sydney, NSW.

The ability to travel the world is what attracted Warrant Officer Andrew
‘Possum’ Freame to Navy life 50 years ago.
Warrant Officer Freame celebrated the half century of service milestone

after joining as a junior recruit at HMAS Leeuwin in Fremantle, WA, in
1974.

The 66-year-old said he had no regrets from his lifetime of service, which
began as a fire control rate (gunnery).

“Mum and Dad told me that when I was little I always talked about
wanting to be in the Navy, they never really understood why," Warrant
Officer Freame said.

“I was in the Navy cadets in Tasmania for four years before I enlisted,
sailing on the Derwent River on a Saturday and parading on a Friday
night."

Warrant Officer Freame recently received his gold service medallion
from the Warrant Officer of the Navy and also gazetted a third Federation
Star to mark his 50 years of service.
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https://www.facebook.com/RoyalAustralianNavy/posts/pfbid0ED2JdU4MuAGkDpVpxxshe6sEyQobwaXXcXaXnkyiYu4uYYsNWVHK9YbzTSL1gZdwl?__cft__%5b0%5d=AZWZdqNOtAzgfBl24qRbNITNyL2B2gqgBb5Rnbo3q6SyZcDaWRDQ4L2OtEOvpUOApdgpj5qCDSwKDXVs1ymjEf34taEtZwOnrxH8PSVjvExIJd1oN9Cfor69D

“My first deployment outside of Australia was to celebrate 200 years of
United States independence in 1976 ... including port visits to San Diego,
San Francisco, Esquimalt in British Columbia, Pearl Harbor and Suava,"
Warrant Officer Freame said.

"The highlight from this deployment was the port visit to Pago Pago, the
capital of American Samoa.”

He said life in the Navy had included many overseas adventures,
including to American Samoa in the 70s where he saw the influence of
American culture on a South Pacific country.

Warrant Officer Freame was just 16-and-a-half years old when he trained
and lived for a year at HMAS Leeuwin and said he “enjoyed the hell out
of it".

He acknowledged the many terrific colleagues who had supported him
over the years, with a special mention for Rear Admiral (retd) Rayden
Gates.

“I had a reputation for being a bit of a ‘runner’, which basically means I
enjoyed going ashore and having a good time," Warrant Officer Freame
said.

Warrant Officer Freame now lives in Wangi Wangi, NSW, with his wife
Chrys and is looking forward to getting more actively involved in the
Wangi RSL sub-Branch and the local Men’s Shed since retiring on
October 16.

BREAST INPLANTS o p—
N b Says its on agdin/

.
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RAAF Top End hosts electronic warfare trial
By: Flight Lieutenant Claire Campbell

7 November 2024
ww.defence.gov.au/news-events/news/2024-11-07/top-end-hosts-
electronic-warfare-trial

EA-18G Growlers

¢ from 6 Squadron and

i 4 F-35A Lightning Ils
< from 75 Squadron on

§ the flight line at

'@ RAAF Base Tindal,

o NT, during Trial

Swagman. Photo:

Leading Aircraftman

¥ Brandon Murray

“
-

Launching from RAAF Base Tindal in the Northern Territory, 6 and 75
Squadron recently conducted Electronic Warfare (EW) testing of the
EA-18G Growler and F-35A Lightning II.

‘Trial Swagman’ was coordinated by the Joint Electronic Warfare
Operational Support Unit (JEWOSU), a unit of Air Warfare Centre’s
Spectrum Warfare Directorate.

Commanding Officer JEWOSU Wing Commander Alex Cave explained
how the activity used the vast NT airspace, including Delamere Air
Weapons Range, to test new EW countermeasures for air combat aircraft.

“Trial Swagman was a ground-breaking event that tested Air Combat
Group’s EW capabilities in a field environment,” Wing Commander Cave
said.

“The world-class trial team, integrating EW specialists from partner
nations, successfully conducted a complex test that will enhance platform
survivability, improve ADF and Allied EW developmental test
capabilities and feed future survivability optimisation activities.”

EA-18G pilot Flight Lieutenant Sam said Tindal provided essential
resources to conduct flightline operations and servicing for the evaluation
of new technologies.

“Trial Swagman was a fantastic opportunity for 6 Squadron to further
develop and test our integrated tactical procedures with the F-35A, as
well as enhance our agile combat employment frameworks, particularly
the deployment to and from the NT in a short timeframe,” he said.
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“It additionally gave our junior aviators the opportunity to gain
experience operating in the NT working alongside 75 Squadron, as well
as our ground-based threat training MTTES (mobile threat training
emitter system).”

Commanding Officer 75 Squadron Wing Commander Andrew Nilson
said the evaluation of Trial Swagman’s data would improve the
survivability of Air Force’s air combat aircraft in contested environments.

“Trial Swagman was an excellent opportunity for 75 Squadron to
contribute to the advancement of F-35A survivability, in particular when
integrated with the capabilities the EA-18G offers,” he said.

“The outcomes will give us a greater understanding of how we best
integrate to achieve maximum survivability.”

A wife sends a text message to her husband:

"Honey, don’t forget to pick up some bread on your way home from
work. Oh, and your girlfriend Vallery says hi!"

Husband texts back:
"Who’s Vallery?"
Wife replies:
"Nobody, I just wanted to make sure you’d read my message."
Husband responds:
"Well, I'm actually with Vallery right now, so I thought you saw us."
Wife, shocked:
"WHAT? Where are you?!"
Husband:
"Right outside the bakery, by the door."
Wite, rushing:
"Stay there! I’'m coming right now!"
*Five minutes later, she texts him again:*
"I’m here at the bakery. Where are you?"
Husband:
"I’m still at work. Now that you're there, why don’t you grab the
bread and bring it home?
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ARMY | Explosive start for sappers
By: Captain Diana Jennings
www.defence.gov.au/news-events/news/2024-11-11/explosive-start-

sappers

Australian Army
soldiers and members of
the Philippine Marine
Corps conduct littoral

~ assault training during

- Joint Australian

- Training Team —

. Philippines program at
Marine Base Ternate,
Philippines.

Explosives, beach assaults and knife fighting kicked off the first two weeks
of training between Australian Army soldiers and members of the Philippine
Marine Corps participating in the Joint Australian Training Team -
Philippines (JATT-P) program.

The Australian contingent, predominantly from Darwin’s 1* Brigade, 1
Combat Engineer Reglment (1CER), deployed to the coastal Marine Base in
Ternate, home of the 64" Battalion, Force Reconnaissance Company, for the
training rotation.

Small boat operations and maintenance, combat shooting, tactical casualty
care, offensive fires support coordination, obstacle emplacement, explosive
hazard reduction and littoral operations were the focus of the intense training
program.

Philippine Marine Corps Staff Sergeant Chris Ulobalang said the highlight
was working alongside the Aussie sappers.

“The real highlight is working with the Australians and getting to know
them; they're very nice to work with and since the day that they arrived, we
started a good relationship,” Staff Sergeant Ulobalang said.

Detonating live demolitions to breach obstacles and clear a path, the
integrated teams executed a littoral assault, manoeuvring from the sea,
storming the beach, clearing a feature and advancing into the jungle.
“They’re good instructors, we have learned a lot and have applied what
they’ve taught us by completing the scenario activity, which makes us more
confident,” Staff Sergeant Ulobalang said.

He said his soldiers were eager for more training opportunities.

“Our soldiers are very happy to have Australians with us. We wish and hope
to have another JATT-P rotation here in the future,” Staff Sergeant
Ulobalang said.
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Looking at our Allies

KNDS tests of the ASCALON 140mm tank gun are going further
June 19, 2024
Source: KNDS France

https://defence-industry.eu/nexter-presents-enhanced-main-battle-tank-embt-at-edex-
2023/

KNDS has made a new
o successful firing campaign
of the ASCALON 140mm
gun. KNDS has
demonstrated an easy and
quick change of the barrel
caliber from 120 to 140mm
 in less than one hour. KNDS
- prepares the ASCALON
concept within the
. framework of the MGCS.

e s JooLW

A mature solution proven through successful tests

KNDS is actively working to demonstrate the maturity of ASCALON
140mm gun and its ammunition. The last firing campaign in May 2024 has
shown the excellent capacities of the 140 and 120mm barrels as well as the
APFSDS rounds maturity. The ASCALON program includes several
hundreds of firings of 120 and 140mm barrels from May 2022 to December
2025. The next important step is firing tests from a main battle tank in 2025.
A scalable gun for more modularity

KNDS demonstration included shooting with a 140mm ASCALON barrel
followed by a quick change to a 120mm ASCALON barrel before new firing
of 120mm ammunition. This campaign shows the possibility offered by the
ASCALON concept to fit any barrel from 120 mm to 140 mm on a sole
carriage in less than one hour.

ASCALON, the new gun concept for the development of the MGCS
main weapon

The innovative concept ASCALON delivers performance levels that current
technologies do not offer. It also proposes a significant growth potential. As
the innovation leader of heavy caliber gun and ammunition, KNDS designed
ASCALON with an open architecture to serve as a basis for cooperative
development of a combat gun platform within the framework of the Franco-
German MGCS program, laying the foundations for the future standard of
European tank gun and ammunition.

23



R HRDHDDHDHDDHDHDHDHHDRHDHRD DD TR
LAST POST

S A A A A e
STOP PRESS

A reminder to everyone
That your Newsletter will be delivered

By your Email as from 2025.

Those Members without Email will have

a printed version.

If you don’t pick it up at the General Meeting

It will be posted to you.

(Bass Hill RS sub-Branch Christmas duncheon

11:30am, Saturday, 14 (PDecember, 2024

Sloor 2.4, | Auditorium 22
Chester Hill (RS ("lub _

24



