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EDITORIAL**   
Gary Roser, Editor 

As you can see by my 
Secretary’s report, I wrote 
this Newsletter in New 

Zealand. 

ANZAC Day for everyone proved a 
real success.   

Being lazy on holiday,  (and having  
a great time with plenty of photographs that everyone needed to see)., I 
decided to make the Newsletter a pictorial.  Something that I have never 
done before. 

So I hope you enjoy this publication. 

Up until writing this, there is no news about  the complaints being 
investigated by RSLNSW.  But be assured, as soon as we know, you will 
know. 

 
 **The editorial is entirely my own opinion and does not reflect the Sub-Branch Executive. 
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PRESIDENT’S REPORT 

Greetings Members, 

A lot has happened since our last General Meeting 
in March. 

Firstly, at the District Council Meeting on  
30th March we elected Warren Browning from 
Campbelltown to be the new President.  John Lees 
from Ingleburn is the Senior Vice-President and 
Alan Barnes went back in as Junior Vice-President. 

The Audit by RSL NSW that was mentioned in the last Newsletter was 
conducted on the 11th April.  We were ready for anything that was 
brought up and we have received a a reply that all matters are now closed. 

Then came the lead-up to ANZAC Day and then ANZAC Day itself.  A 
great success over all.  This we had good weather and therefore held the 
march, followed by the Service at the Cenotaph.  It was pleasing to see 
the numbers in attendance with an estimated 400 plus joining the service. 

We also catered to our schools and nursing homes with ANZAC 
Addresses where asked and there are a couple of photos in the edition. 

Speaking of photos, this edition deals mainly with ANZAC Day and 
photos of various part of the Services 

Please stay safe and I’ll see you at the meetings. 

Ian Muirhead 
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SECRETARY’S REPORT 

Greetings Folks from Whakatane, New 
Zealand.  That’s where I am writing this 
Secretary’s Report. 

Leading up to ANZAC Day this year I was 
involved with Ian, our President, Ron and the 
Secretary of Chester Hill-Carramar sub-
Branch, Lloyd Newman.  We finalised most 
things the night before I left to go over the 
ditch at our Committee Meeting. 

Ron did an outstanding job completely 
finalising the Service, and with Lucas at the 
video and audio controls, they filmed the 
whole event and put it on our web site and 
Facebook using YouTube.  This was done after years of  

repeatedly live streaming failing to live up to expectations due to mobile 
phone interference.  I have viewed the Service recorded by Ron and 
Lucas and they did a great job. 

This year is the 100th year of the Returned and Services Association in 
New Zealand.  As a Service Member of the Whakatane RSA I knew it  
was going to be special.  When you were still in bed I, and my partner 
Julia, marched off at 5.30am behind a pipe band to the Pohaturoa War 
Memorial where the Dawn Service was held. 

Hundreds turned out and listened to the Service conducted in both English 
and Maori.  All the songs and hymns were in Maori.  There was no doubt 
that the 100 years of the RSA they were treating this as a special 

If you look closely you will see me in the middle wearing my glengarry 
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occasion.  Even had an Air Force 
plane fly over at 5.50am.  On 
behalf of our sub-Branch I lay a 
floral tribute. 

After the Service we were treated 
to breakfast at the local Wairaka 
Marae, the Maori cultural centre. 

A very interesting breakfast 
because they had a roll call.  The 
microphone was passed around 
and people were invited to state 
why they attended ANZAC Day, 
and the Veterans told us their 
regimental number, rank and 
Unit.  Some told brief funny 
stories to add to the fair. 

After breakfast Julia and I went 
to the Civic ANZAC Service at 
the Memorial Hall and then to the 
RSA Club for lunch. 

The 100 year old Pohaturoa 
War Memorial 

The floral tribute laid by 
Bass Hill RSL sub-Branch 

Major General John Boswell,  
Chief of the NZ Army with 

Gary Roser 
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We were the only Aussie’s in attendance and were thanked for being 
there.  I had a good yarn with Major General John Boswell, Chief of the 
NZ Army and Sergeant Major Warrant Officer Class One Wiremu 
Moffit.   

I was lucky enough to have a good talk with the Australian Deputy High 
Commissioner to New Zealand, Amy Guihot and her husband.  After the 
early wake up, the constant on the go during the morning, and a couple of 
drinks, it was good to get back to Julia’s for a nana nap. 

Although I missed our ANZAC Dawn Service, I was proud to be an 
Aussie with our ANZAC friends across the ditch for their 100 year 
anniversary. 

Gary Roser,  J.P. 

L to R—Mr. Guihot, Gary Roser, Ms. Amy Guihot 
and Ms. Julia Lovett-Cameron 
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You Know When Your Over the Hill When…… 

 
I just ordered a life alert bracelet. 

So if I get a life, I’ll be notified  
immediately. 
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ANZAC ADDRESS 2023 

Delivered by Michael Bowman 

President, Chester Hill Carramar RSL sub-Branch 

We are here today to pay tribute to a generation of Australian and New 
Zealand Soldiers who volunteered to fight, and were wounded, taken ill or 
prisoner, and killed in numbers that are inconceivable today. 

World War I commenced for Australia on the 5th August 1914, when the 
Prime Minister Joseph Cook declared that:  “...when the Empire is at war, 
so also is Australia.”  At this time there were 32,000 young men in 
Australian army uniform who had been the first to enlist.  No-one forced 
them to join up – they were all volunteers.  Only 7,000 of these soldiers 
were to return to our shores safely. 

“I have enlisted, and I don’t regret it in the least,” one man wrote 
to his parents in Ireland.  “I believe it is every young fellow’s duty.” 

These early volunteers departed from Albany, W.A. on 1st November 
2014 in the first great convoy that took the Australian and New Zealand 
troops to Egypt, disappointing many who thought they were going 
“home” to defend England.  In five months, they would be known as the 
Australian and New Zealand Army Corps and the ANZAC tradition was 
born.   

It was the intention of the Allies to destroy the Turkish forts overlooking 
the Dardanelles to allow the Navy to enter the Sea of Marmara and 
bombard the Turkish capital Constantinople, now known as Istanbul.  
They hoped Turkey would surrender, easing pressure on Russia and 
depriving Germany of an ally. 

The Australians were first ashore.  At around 1:00 am on Sunday 25th 
April 1915, soldiers of the 3rd Australian Brigade were woken, fed and 
assembled.  They boarded rowing boats and were towed towards the 
beach until they were close enough to row to shore.  The first wave 
landed near Ari Burnu in what is now known as ANZAC Cove.  

They came under fire before they had stepped ashore, as is shown in an 
extract from the 10th Battalion War Diary, dated 25th April 2015, which 
states:   

“We thought that our landing was to be effected quite 
unopposed, but when our boats were within about 27 metres of 
the beach a rifle was fired from the hill in front of us above the 
beach right in front of where we were heading.  Almost 
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immediately heavy rifle and machine gun fire opened up on us.  
We had to row for another 4 metres or so before we reached 
water shallow enough to get out of the boats.” 

Under increasingly heavy Turkish machine gun and rifle fire, the men 
raced inland into a warren of steep ground, razorback ridges and scrub 
filled gullies. 

The New Zealanders went ashore later, in the mid-morning.  Although 
they entered separately, the mayhem on the beaches was such that the 
New Zealanders merged with the Australians so that you couldn’t tell one 
from another, thus was galvanized the tradition of ANZAC. 

A soldier’s experience of the landing could be remarkably different 
depending on when he landed on that first day.  One described it as ‘a 
perfect hail of bullets’ at dawn, while a New Zealand officer landing in 
mid-morning wrote of his surprise at how relatively peaceful the landing 
was. 

Signaller Ellis Silas, 16th Battalion AIF, 25th April 1915 writes in his 
diary: 

“The beach is littered with wounded, some of them frightful 
spectacles; perchance myself, I may at any moment be even as they 
are.  It is commencing to get dark; we are now climbing the heights.  
The lads on the top of the hill are glad to see us for they have been 
having an anxious time holding their position on the Ridge; ‘Pope’s 
Hill’.” 

Meanwhile, Turkish troops were responding to the landing in force.  The 
battle ebbed and flowed, with the ANZAC’s taking, losing, and then 
retaking ground in the face of Turkish counter-attacks.  In some places the 
ANZAC’s were forced off key locations, such as the hill known as ‘Baby 
700’, which they would not retake during the entire campaign. 

By the end of that first day, the Turks threatened to force the ANZAC’s 
into the sea.  The situation was so precarious that the allied commanders 
considered immediate evacuation.  However, they were ordered to dig in 
by their superior, General Sir Ian Hamilton. 

The ANZAC’s had found themselves in a desperate predicament, fighting 
an enemy who held a significant tactical advantage.  The ANZAC’s made 
up the deficit with determination, tenacity, and courage.  Countless stories 
of bravery, self-sacrifice, and compassion in the face of appalling 
adversity emerged from the battlefield.  These stories have become the 
ANZAC Legend – embedded in our ethos and entrenched in our culture. 
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By the end of the first day, it was estimated that some 2,000 Australians 
were killed or wounded, but because of the confusion that existed and the 
widespread nature of the casualties, there are no precise figures. 

The Gallipoli Campaign continued for 8 months, and the soldiers and 
sailors kept fighting to the very end.  The ANZAC’s were eventually 
withdrawn in December 1915 and by then some 8,700 Australians and 
2,700 New Zealanders had been killed.  In total, the Gallipoli campaign 
cost the lives of around 44,000 Allied and 86,000 Turkish soldiers. 

Of course, that was not the end of the ANZAC story.  After Gallipoli the 
troops were sent to France and Belgium where they continued fighting the 
enemy in many battles until the end of 1918, when Germany finally 
capitulated and signed the Armistice.  

Being an ANZAC means having strength, courage and commitment to the 
task, the integrity to carry it through and to always support your friend 
when in need.  

At this time we pause to commemorate all who have done what we have 
not, and hope that we might find it in ourselves to rise to the supreme 
challenge, as they did, should we ever be put to the test. 

We honour our ANZAC’s, and we remember them.  Lest we forget. 

Bass Hill RSL Auxiliary Member  - Mrs Florence (Laurie) Rodger 
being presented with a quilt on reaching 100 years by RSL NSW 
Auxiliary Co-ordinator, Mrs Pauline James ably assisted by the  

RSL NSW State President, Mr Ray James 



11 

Ron Duckworth with the Principal and 
School Leaders at the Bass Hill  

Primary School Memorial 

Trevor Philip and Ron Duckworth conducting an  
ANZAC Service at Georges Manor Nursing Home 
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ANZAC Day 2023 

Most of the Committee  
Bass Hill sub-Branch 

Bankstown Yagoona District Band  

Bass Hill Members 
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Flag Party Leading The Parade 

Members on parade 

Flag Party Leading The Parade 

Photos by Hao Xuan Ngao Yang 
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Members on parade 
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Photos by Hao Xuan Ngao Yang 
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Lloyd Newman 
Secretary of Chester Hill-Carramar  

sub-Branch 

Students of Christ the King Catholic 
School alond Sefton Scouts 

Robert Phillips 
Committee, Chester Hill-Carramar  

sub-Branch 
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Reverend Paul Webb  

Members of our Community 

Jamil Baba 
Vice-President of Bass Hill Sub-Branch 
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Canterbury-Bankstown Councillors 
Rachelle Harika, Charlie Ishac a 

nd Chris Cahill 

Lindsay Taylor 
Associate Member, Bass Hill Sub-Branch 

Laying a wreath on behalf of the  
New Zealand Contingent 

Florence (Laurie) Rodger  
(100 Years Young) 

Laying a wreath on behalf of  
Bass Hill RSL Auxiliary 
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Member Max Stone 
tends the flag as he 

does each year 

1st Sefton Scouts 
assisted by President 
Michael BoAwman 

Michael Bowman 
President, Chester Hill-Carramar  

Sub-Branch 

Captains from  
Bass High School 
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Bass Hill sub-Branch 
ANZAC Luncheon - 29th April 2023 

Buffet lunch is served 

The Pedroz Band 
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The missus isn't talking to me. She said I ruined her 
birthday. I'm not sure how. I didn't even know it was her 
birthday!  

**************** 
After too many beers, my mate asked if he could crash 
out on my sofa. I had to explain to him that I'm married 
now, so that's where I sleep.  
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As me and the  
missus headed off 
on a romantic holi-

day, we talked 
about what kinky 
things we'd like to 
do to each other. 

She said,  
"I've always wanted 
to be handcuffed." 
So I planted a kilo 
of cocaine in her 

suitcase.  
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LAST POST 
 
 

 

Lest We Forget 

STOP PRESS 

Whilst Gary is in NZ, 
Trevor and I decided to 
get away for a week.  At 
Moruya, just south of 
Bateman Bay.  Fish were 
not co-operating on the 
Friday, so we decided to 
have chook on the Barbie 
instead. 

Brand new Firepit. 

Look who joined us for 
breakfast one morning  

Ron 


