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EDITORIAL**   
Gary Roser, Editor 

You will read on page 4 of 
this Newsletter about 
RSLNSW coming out to 

investigate anonymous complaints 
about our member.  They have been 
going on for years.  There is no 
doubt some sinister person behind 
these complaints is doing this with 
hatred for some reason or another.  
The complaints are frivolous with 
evil intent.  They are absolute LIES.  
We believe we know who it is and it’s no one connected with this sub-
Branch.  Wait until they expose themselves for it would be good to be 
able to take legal action. 

And the other things being investigated by RSLNSW as to our 
compliance involving membership and monies are also rubbish.  We have  
all the documentation and accounts ready for them. 

Why are RSLNSW doing this?  Is it because we exposed RSLNSW lies 
over the 3 years of excuses for not allowing us to be an Incorporated 
Association?  I wonder.  What are your thoughts? 
**The editorial is entirely my own opinion and does not reflect the Sub-Branch Executive. 
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PRESIDENT’S REPORT 

Greetings Members, 

It hasn’t been a very good month with me having 
to attend funerals.   

With Jim Baba driving our bus for the RSL 
Auxiliary, we attended the funeral of Keith Cole, 
the husband of long serving RSL Auxiliary 
Member Muriel Cole.  A real decent chap and he 
will be sorely missed. 

A number of us attended the funeral of our Member Quang Quang 
Truong which was held at the funeral home in Yennora. 

Quang was a Captain in the Republic of Vietnam Army and eluded 
capture for two months after the war ended to be locked in the  
“re-education camp” for 6 years.  Like most of our Vietnamese Members 
who did it hard at the expense of the communists. 

My condolence to both the Cole and Truong Families. 

Just to let you all know, I have been having trouble with my balance of 
late and have fallen a few times.  Because of that I am attending balance 
sessions at Bankstown Library.  If there is anyone else in the sub-Branch 
having trouble with their balance, please talk to me.  I am feeling much 
better for the exercises. 

Now I apologise for not being at the meeting today 26th March.  I’m at 
another funeral in West Australia.  My Sister in Law has passed away.  I 
have to be there as we got along very well. 

Keep safe and I will see you at the future meetings.  Please stay above 
ground. 

Ian Muirhead 

A Doctors Tale: 
While acquainting myself with a new elderly patient, I asked, 'How long 

have you been bedridden?' 
After a look of complete confusion she answered .. . . ' Why, not for about 
twenty years - when my husband was alive.' 

 
Submitted by Dr. Steven Swanson- Corvallis 
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SECRETARY’S REPORT 

 

Hello again Folks, 

 

We have just over a month to go before we can get 
the decision of RSLNSW whether we can become an 
Incorporated Association.  The agreement made at 
our Internet Meeting with our legal representatives 
and RSLNSW CEO and their Solicitor said they 
would put out the feelers amongst the sub-Branches through their 
Districts to get a ground swell opinion.  Up until now there has been 
nothing come through. 

But what has come through for sub-Branches to concentrate on? 

We have always had to complete a return after election of officers.  Now 
it is done on line. Circular 28/22 

Then there is the Governance and Compliance Training each office bearer 
has to undertake.  Circular 41/22 

Another report to do is the Compliance Annual Report to be completed on 
line.  Circular 2/23. 

Now a Conflicts of Interest Course to be undertaken by all office bearers 
including Trustees which will also be done on line. Circular 15/23. 

What next? 

Most Members have not been privy to  the fact that some anonymous 
person has made a number of complaints about one of our long serving 
member.  I’m not going to reveal who it is about, except to say this person 
has made similar complaints to RSLNSW over a number of years, even 
on some occasion purporting to be a member of this sub-Branch. 

Let me say this.  And I say this on behalf of the whole Committee.  All 
the allegations are FALSE.  The member knows about it and if he wants 
to take it further I wish him the very best. 

Additionally RSLNSW are investigating other matters, such as our 
membership entitlements.  Whether we vet our members correctly when 
they join.  Also our expenditure records.  Not only is it an investigation, 
but also an audit. 

   Gary Roser,  J.P. 
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You Know When Your Over the Hill When…… 

THINGS YOUR MUM SAID WHEN  
YOU WERE GROWING UP 

1 Because I said so 

2 Wait and See 

3 Ask your Dad 

4 No pudding unless you finish your dinner 

5 If someone asks you to jump off a cliff. 
Would you? 

6 I’ve told you a thousand times 

7 What did your last slave die of? 

8 You’ll take someone’s eye out with that 

9 It’ll all end in tears 

10 I want, never gets 

11 Close the door.  You weren’t born in a 
barn 

12 There’s no such word as can’t 

13 Who is she?  The cats mother? 
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FEATURE ARTICLES 

Defeating mortars and drones with Stryker-mounted 
high-energy laser 
Posted by Brian Hartigan 
CONTACT magazine (contactairlandandsea.com) 

In four weeks of continuous live-fire exercises, an industry team led by 
Raytheon and KBR subsidiaries defeated multiple 60mm mortar rounds 
with a 50kW-class high energy laser integrated on a Stryker combat 
vehicle. 

The directed energy weapon system — part of the US Army’s Directed 
Energy Manoeuvre-Short Range Air Defence, or DE M-SHORAD — 
acquired, tracked, targeted and defeated multiple mortars and 
successfully accomplished multiple tests simulating real-world scenarios. 

Continuing to put the DE M-SHORAD system to the test, the recent 
operational assessment at White Sands Missile Range also included 
defeating several small, medium and large drones. 

A 50 kilowatt-class laser mounted on a US Army Stryker vehicle during 
a live-fire exercise at White Sands Missile Range, New Mexico.  

Photo courtesy US Army. 

https://www.contactairlandandsea.com/author/irish/
https://www.contactairlandandsea.com/2022/05/17/defeating-mortars-and-drones-with-stryker-mounted-high-energy-laser/?fbclid=IwAR1QoDEwD-DyvV8lxfOHP7x5qYe0NhnyxOW6lf6zQbe8bNIKOzWQ_I2ywdc
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President of Electronic Warfare Systems for Raytheon Intelligence & 
Space Annabel Flores said soldiers in the field faced increasingly 
complex threats, and [the] combat-proven sensors, software and lasers 
were ready to give them a new level of protection. 

“The Army gave us our toughest challenge yet — countering rockets, 
artillery and mortars — and we took an essential step on the path to 
providing the maneuverable, short-range air defence that soldiers need,” 
she said. 

The DE M-SHORAD effort is aimed at protecting soldiers against various 
aerial threats, including unmanned aircraft systems, rotary-wing aircraft, 
rockets, artillery and mortars. 

KBR subsidiary Kord is the primary integrator of the system on the 
Stryker combat vehicle, while Raytheon Intelligence & Space provides 
the 50kW-class high energy laser weapon module, a specialised radar 
acquisition system, a beam control system and targeting sensor. 

President of KBR Government Solutions Byron Bright said the team once 
again showed that the HEL system was fully-integrated and ready to 
provide protection against complex threats. 

“With an effectively infinite magazine and near-zero cost per shot, HEL 
is now the proven answer to asymmetric threats like drones and mortars,” 
Mr Bright said. 

The joint industry team, which includes Rocky Research for power and 
thermal management, General Dynamics Land Systems for the Stryker 
platform, and Applied Technology Associates for additional sensors, is 
preparing to deliver four DE M-SHORAD units to Army Brigade Combat 
Teams in 2022. 

RI&S’ high energy laser weapon systems works on land, in the air and at 
sea, providing 360-degree coverage that can protect bases, airports, 
stadiums and other high-value military or civilian assets. 

Open architecture, scalable power, and ruggedised design adapts to the 
demands of the mission. 

HEL weapons can be used as standalone systems or rapidly installed on a 
variety of platforms. 
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SCURRY AND DRIP RIFLE 
Gareth McCray  OAM 
RSL NSW Auxiliary Facebook Page 

 

20 year old Lance-Corporal William Scurry was an Australian soldier 
who, invented the self firing “drip rifle” whilst serving in the Gallipoli 
campaign during the First World War.  This invention would convince 
Turkish soldiers that the Anzacs were still in the trenches shooting at 
them, when in fact they had long gone!  He had been an Australian 
architectural model maker and soldier.  He was born in 1895, the son of 
William Scurry and Bessie Preston, served his country in both World 
Wars, and died of a heart attack in 1963.  The Drip Rifle saved many 
ANZAC lives during the final evacuation of Gallipoli the night of  
19-20 Dec 1915. 

2668 Private (Pte) William Charles Scurry enlisted on 19 July 1915 in the 
8th Reinforcements of 7th Battalion.  He also served in the 58th Battalion. 
As commanding officer of 15th Light Trench Mortar Battery, Captain 
Scurry was awarded Military Cross 12 October 1916 at Petillon, France. 

In October 1915, the British commander of the expedition General Ian 
Hamilton was sacked and replaced with General Sir Charles Monro 
whose appraisal of the situation in November led to his recommendation 
that the British Mediterranean expeditionary force at Gallipoli be 
evacuated.  This was agreed by the British government in December and 
planning for the evacuation began.  Back to Gallipoli and the Drip Rifle, 
the final stage of the evacuation was conducted at night from  
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18-20 December 1915.  Only 20,277 soldiers remained at Gallipoli at this 
point. Mule columns lead by men from the Indian Mule Corps 
transported equipment to Williams' Pier throughout the night. 

“My goodness,” thought one Australian soldier, “if the Turks don't see all 
this as it goes along they must be blind”.  

The men of the Mule Corps were, however, incredibly skilled trainers, 
and kept their animals completely silent as they carried their heavy loads 
down to the pier. 

The Anzacs did their best sustain the appearance of normality. On 
December 17th, a now famous cricket match was held on ‘Shell Green’, 
the only flat piece of land accessible at Gallipoli.  Intended as a 
diversionary tactic, it had to be abandoned when Turkish shells detonated 
nearby. 

Another ruse, invented by Lance Corporal William Charles Scurry of  
7th Battalion with the help of Private Alfred Hughes Lawrence, was the 
‘drip-rifle’.  Made by placing two kerosene tins atop one and other, the 
top tin was filled with water and the bottom attached to the trigger of a 
rifle.  As the men left their trenches for the last time, small holes were 
punched in the top tin.  With each drip, the bottom tin increased in 
weight, eventually putting enough pressure on the trigger to fire a round. 
The men the Turks believed were firing at them had in fact left the 
trenches 20 minutes earlier. 

Scurry was awarded the Distinguished Conduct Medal for his 
“conspicuous ability and good work; in regard to a device for firing a 
rifle automatically”.  In September 1916 he sustained a serious eye injury 
that considerably reduced his vision.  He was awarded the Military Cross 
in June 1917. Scurry survived the war and worked as an orchardist in 
Silvan, Victoria.  By the end of the war, he was a brevet captain and an 
artillery instructor.  He went on to serve during World War II despite 
shrapnel wounds that eventually blinded him.  He died in 1963 at the age 
of 68. 

1916 he wrote to his mother telling her about his invention and sent her 
the magazine he’d taken from his Lee-Enfield which was left behind at 
ANZAC Cove as part of the deception. 

The final day of evacuation was filled with constant activity.  Boats 
packed with empty crates continued to arrive at Williams' Pier to keep up 
the illusion of winner preparation, while in the afternoon the British 
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started a feint attack at Helles to distract Turkish forces.  At Dusk, the 
remaining men filed out of the trenches at North Beach.  Small rear 
parties remained, firing the occasional shot and making enough noise to 
convince the Turks the entire garrison was still there.  

By 4:00am, only a handful of men remained.  At 4:10am, having waited 
long enough for any rear party stragglers, Colonel John Paton declared 
the evacuation complete.  The last troopship sailed away as the men 
watched North Beach, their home for nearly 8 months, fade into the 
distance. 

No Allied operation in the entire First World War was more successful 
than the evacuation of Gallipoli.  Over the course of three weeks, 
approximately 150,000 men, 2,000 horses, 400 guns and a huge amount 
of equipment and supplies were withdrawn without a casualty: a triumph 
in planning and execution. 

WE THANK LANCE CORPORAL WILLIAM SCURRY AND SOLDIERS 
LIKE HIM. 

GARETH MCCRAY OAM 
WE WILL REMEMBER THEM - LEST WE FORGET 
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Lost Words From Our Childhood 

Mergatroyd!  -  Do you remember that word?  Would you believe the 
spell-checker did not recognize the word Mergatroyd?  Heavens to 
Mergatroyd!  

The other day a lady said something to her son about driving a 
“Jalopy;”   and he looked at her quizzically and said, "What the 
heck is a Jalopy?"  He had never heard of the word jalopy!  She 
knew she was old ... But not that old.  

Well, I hope you are “Hunky Dory” after you read this and 
chuckle.  

About a month ago, I illuminated some old expressions that have 
become obsolete because of the inexorable march of 
technology.  These phrases included:   “Don't touch that dial, 
Carbon copy, You sound like a broken record, and Hung out to 
dry.” 

Back in the olden days we put on “our best bib and tucker.” 

“Heavens to Betsy!  -  Gee whillikers!  -  Jumping Jehoshaphat!  -   
Holy Moley!  

We were in like Flynn and living the life of Riley; and even a 
regular guy couldn't accuse us of being a knucklehead, a 
nincompoop or a pill.  -  Not for all the tea in China!  

We wake up from a short nap, and before we can say,  "Well, I'll be a 
monkey's uncle!" or, "This is a fine kettle of fish!" 

Poof, go the words of our youth, the words we've left behind.  
Where have all those great phrases gone?  

Long gone: Pshaw,  The milkman did it.  Don't forget to pull the 
chain.  Knee high to a grasshopper.  Well, Fiddlesticks!  I'll see 
you in the funny farm.  Wake up and smell the roses.  

Leaves us to wonder where Superman will find a phone booth...   

See ya later, alligator!   Okidoki.  

WE ARE THE CHILDREN OF THE FABULOUS 40’s and 50'S ... NO 
ONE WILL EVER HAVE THAT OPPORTUNITY AGAIN .. WE WERE 
GIVEN ONE OF OUR MOST PRECIOUS GIFTS:  LIVING IN THE 
PEACEFUL AND COMFORTABLE TIMES, CREATED FOR US BY 
THE "GREATEST GENERATION!" 
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RAAF MUNGALALU TRUSCOTT SECRET AIRBASE 
Gareth McCray  OAM 
RSL NSW Auxiliary Facebook Page 

The scattered 
wreckage of a 
Liberator bomber, the 
rusted hulks of trucks 
and military hardware 
long ago abandoned 
and the unusually long 
airstrip are today all 
that remains of the 
"top-secret" Truscott 
Airbase in the 
Kimberley. 

Located in rugged 
terrain on the isolated 
Anjo Peninsula within 
easy striking distance 
of Indonesia, Truscott 
played a strategic role 

in helping stall the Japanese advance in World War II. As the war 
turned, it became a springboard for a concerted Allies air offensive. 

Hundreds of RAAF and US Air Force missions flew from and through 
Truscott, targeting enemy shipping, garrisons and occupied ports in 
Java, Bali and Timor. Reconnaissance flights spied on troop movements 
and supply routes as far north as Borneo and Celebes (now Sulawesi). 

Between 1944 and 1946 it was home for 1500 defence personnel, 
including pilots and maintenance staff, and about 40 Aborigines 
recruited from a nearby mission. 

In August 1943 personnel from 12 Survey and Design Unit RAAF 
started to study aerial photographs and maps to find a suitable 
alternative for an airfield on the Anjo Peninsular.  The Anjo Peninsular 
is the closest part of Australia to Java and thus made an ideal staging 
point for heavy and medium bombers that were based at inland airfields. 

In October 1943, Flying Officer Thomas Oswald "Old Tom" Butcher of 
12 Survey and Design Unit, started to survey the Anjo Peninsular 
region, about 30 miles north west of Drysdale airfield to find a more 
appropriate airfield than Drysdale.  By 13th November 1943 they had 
fully surveyed Anjo Peninsular and Vansittart Bay. 

Trustcott Air Base, Northern Territory 
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The World War II base was built to succeed a temporary base 80 km (50 
mi) south at Drysdale River Mission (Kalumburu), and was a staging base 
for Allied bombers and flying boats, from bases further south, making 
attacks on Japanese targets in the Dutch East Indies.  The site was chosen 
because it is the point on the Australian mainland closest to Java, where 
Japanese forces were concentrated.  Aircraft from nearby RAAF fighter 
squadrons (and occasionally RAF units) were rotated through the base to 
provide air defence for the base.  

Construction and the subsequent operations from the base were conducted 
under total secrecy and the existence of the base was never formally 
acknowledged until after the war.  

On 1st January 1944, W/Cdr Rooney, S/Ldr Chesterfield, the CO of 1 
Mobile Works Squadron RAAF (1MWS) and F/Lt Marshall of 1MWS 
inspected the selected airfield and camp site.  Sgt "Clarry" Castle and Sgt. 
Bill Martin of 1MWS were left at the site to act as "Coast Watchers" until 
the forward party of 1MWS arrived.  They had two tents, supplies and a 
small wireless set. 

On 18th January 1944, two RAAF personnel, Sergeants Castle and Martin, 
part of a unit making preparations for construction of the airfield heard a 
vessel which they suspected was a Japanese submarine or boat. In order to 
prevent Japanese forces learning of Truscott's location, they did not 
investigate.  They reported their story to North-Western Area 
Headquarters who thought that it may have been a Japanese submarine 
running on the surface to charge its batteries.  It was later confirmed that 
they had heard a Japanese reconnaissance vessel named Hiyoshi Maru, a 
converted 25 ton fishing boat.  Research done after the war has confirmed 
that Lieutenant Susuhiko Mizuno lead a special Japanese Army 
reconnaissance party from Kupang, in Timor on board the Hiyoshi Maru. 
The party landed on Browse Island and stayed for about 3 hours.  On the 
next morning they entered an inlet on the Western Australian coast.  
Three landing parties led by Lieutenant Susuhiko Mizuno, Sergeant 
Morita and Sergeant Furuhashi, went ashore and explored different areas. 
They even took some 8 mm movie footage of what they saw.  As it turned 
out they had landed only 25 kms from where the RAAF were several 
weeks later to start building the secret airfield.  

On 20th July 1944 a Japanese Mitsubishi Ki-46-II "Dinah" Aircraft, 
piloted by Lt. Kiyoshi Izuka with his observer Lt. Hisao Itoh was shot 
down over the Anjo Peninsula by a flight of No. 54 Squadron RAF 
Spitfires killing both crew. 
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The airfield was named after Squadron Leader Bluey Truscott.  He is the 
equal third highest scoring Australian ace of WWII with a tally 16 
confirmed kills and unofficially 20.5 kills.  A Spitfire Aircraft he once 
flew is on display at the Australian War Memorial, Canberra. Truscott 
Airfield, located on the Anjo Peninsula in the extreme north of Western 
Australia, is named in his honour.  

Bluey Truscott of 76 Squadron RAAF was based at Milne Bay. No. 76 
Squadron arrived shortly before the Japanese landings.  By August 
Truscott was in command, the previous leader having been killed in 
action.  Truscott evacuated his aircraft to Port Moresby amidst uncertainty 
about whether the airfields at Milne Bay could be held. Truscott and his 
squadron served throughout the Milne Bay battle in constant rain, heavy 
mist, and low clouds.  The mountainous terrain, slippery runways, and 
heavy anti-aircraft fire added to the danger but Truscott survived and 
continued to command the squadron when it was transferred to Darwin.  

His tally rose to 16 enemy aircraft destroyed along with three probable’s 
and three damaged.  In February 1943 the squadron moved to a quieter 
posting in Western Australia.  Truscott was on a training flight over the 
Exmouth Gulf on 28th March when he made a mock attack on a low-
flying Catalina.  Misjudging his height over the glassy water, Truscott 
crashed into the sea and was killed. 

B-24 Liberator heavy bombers and B-25 Mitchell medium bombers were 
two of the most common airframes to stage through Truscott.  Catalina 
flying boats operated from West Bay and Spitfire aircraft were the most 
common fighter rotated through the base for local air defence. 

The new Truscott airfield would allow medium and heavy bombers, as 
well as Catalinas to attack Borneo, Java, Timor and the Celebes. 

At the end of the war the base was closed down, with it playing a small 
role as a transit camp for the repatriation of Dutch citizens from the 
former Netherlands East Indies in 1946.  

Mungalalu Truscott Base has been classified and entered into the Council 
of the National Trust of Western Australia list of Heritage Places due to 
its significance during World War II and the remaining artefacts. 

GARETH MCCRAY OAM 
WE WILL REMEMBER THEM - LEST WE FORGET 
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The Most Significant Defence Announcement since WW2 

https://www.9news.com.au/national/aukus-update-twenty-thousands-jobs-needed-to-build-
nuclear-powered-submarines-fleet/9f3fc66d-22c8-4d69-9279-c1a961a38f44 

FACT SHEET:   Trilateral Australia-UK-US Partnership 
on Nuclear-Powered Submarines 

https://www.whitehouse.gov/briefing-room/statements-releases/2023/03/13/fact-sheet-trilateral-
australia-uk-us-partnership-on-nuclear-powered-submarines 
 

On March 13, 2023, Prime Minister Anthony Albanese of Australia, 
Prime Minister Rishi Sunak of the United Kingdom, and President Joseph 
R. Biden, Jr. of the United States announced an arrangement for Australia 
to acquire a conventionally-armed, nuclear-powered submarine (SSN) 
capability through the Australia - United Kingdom - United States 
(AUKUS) enhanced security partnership. 

On September 15, 2021, our three nations embarked on an 18-month 
consultation period to identify the optimal pathway for Australia to 
acquire this capability, while setting the highest nuclear non-proliferation 
standard the plan announced today will deliver on that commitment.  
Further, this plan will lift all three nations’ submarine industrial bases and 
undersea capabilities, enhancing deterrence and promoting stability in the 
Indo-Pacific. 

The AUKUS Nuclear-Powered Submarine Pathway:  
                                            a partnership for the future 
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Australia’s future SSN – which we are calling “SSN-AUKUS” – will be a 
state-of-the-art platform designed to leverage the best of submarine 
technology from all three nations.  SSN-AUKUS will be based upon the 
United Kingdom’s next-generation SSN design while incorporating 
cutting edge U.S. submarine technologies, and will be built and deployed 
by both Australia and the United Kingdom. 

AUKUS demonstrates our shared commitment to a free and open Indo-
Pacific and an international system that respects the rule of law, 
sovereignty, human rights, and the peaceful resolution of disputes free 
from coercion.  AUKUS partners operating highly capable conventionally
-armed, nuclear-powered submarines will provide an assured undersea 
capability that contributes to stability, peace, and prosperity in the Indo-
Pacific and around the world. 

A Phased Approach to Build Stewardship and Sustain Australia’s 
Undersea Capability 

Our nations have outlined an ambitious approach that will provide 
Australia with a conventionally-armed, nuclear powered submarine 
capability at the earliest possible date while ensuring Australia’s capacity 
to safely operate, maintain and regulate this technology, and setting the 
highest standards for nuclear non-proliferation.  Our phased approach 
includes the following elements, each underwritten by the mutual 
commitments of each nation: 

 Embedded Personnel and Port Visits.  Beginning in 2023, 
Australian military and civilian personnel will embed with the United 
States Navy, the United Kingdom Royal Navy and, subject to any 
necessary arrangements, within the United States and United 
Kingdom submarine industrial bases.  This will accelerate the training 
and development of Australian personnel to ensure our ability to 
work together and for Australians to take on the responsibilities 
associated with these programs.  The United States plans to increase 
SSN port visits to Australia beginning in 2023, with Australian 
sailors joining U.S. crews for training and development; the United 
Kingdom will increase visits to Australia beginning in 2026. 

 Submarine Rotational Forces.  As early as 2027, the United 
Kingdom and the United States plan to establish a rotational presence 
of one UK Astute class submarine and up to four U.S. Virginia class 
submarines at HMAS Stirling near Perth, Western Australia – this 
initiative will be known as ‘Submarine Rotational Force-West’ (SRF-
West). This rotational presence will comply fully with Australia’s 



17 

longstanding position of no foreign bases on its territory.  It will put 
our nations shoulder to shoulder as Australia builds the necessary 
operational capabilities and skills to steward and operate its own fleet 
of nuclear-powered submarines.  Australia is launching an ambitious 
national effort to grow its defense and industrial workforce to support 
this plan. 

 Sale of U.S. Virginia Class Submarines.  Beginning in the early 
2030s, pending approval from the U.S. Congress, the United States 
intends to sell Australia three Virginia class submarines, with the 
potential to sell up to two more if needed.  This action is critical to 
continue growing Australia’s ability to own and operate a fleet of 
SSNs, and to provide Australia with a sovereign capability at the 
earliest possible date.  It also ensures Australia sustains its undersea 
capabilities until SSN-AUKUS is ready, given the planned retirement 
of Australia’s current fleet of submarines. 

SSN-AUKUS.  The combination of United Kingdom submarine design 
and advanced United States technology is intended to deliver a best-in-
class submarine that meets Australia’s long-term defense needs while 
bolstering trilateral industrial cooperation.  SSN-AUKUS will be the 
future attack submarine for both Australia and the United Kingdom. 
Australia and the United Kingdom intend to start building SSN-AUKUS 
in their domestic shipyards before the end of this decade.  The United 
Kingdom intends to deliver its first SSN-AUKUS to the UK Royal Navy 
in the late 2030s. Australia plans to deliver the first Australian-built SSN-
AUKUS to the Royal Australian Navy in the early 2040s. 

The implementation of this approach will be consistent with the trilateral 
partners’ respective international obligations and domestic law and 
underpinned by future legal and enabling arrangements for sharing 
sensitive information, equipment and technology. 

Responsible Stewardship of Naval Nuclear Propulsion Technology 

All three nations appreciate the enormity of this endeavour and are 
committed to the principles that have upheld the United Kingdom and 
United States naval nuclear propulsion programs’ unmatched safety 
records.  For over 60 years, the United Kingdom and United States have 
operated more than 500 naval nuclear reactors that have collectively 
travelled more than 150 million miles – the equivalent of over 300 trips to 
the moon and back – without incident or adverse effect on human health 
or the quality of the environment.  Australia is committed to upholding 
these same standards to safely steward naval nuclear propulsion 
technology. 
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As part of this commitment to nuclear stewardship,  Australia has 
committed to managing all radioactive waste generated through its 
nuclear-powered submarine program, including spent nuclear fuel, in 
Australia.  The United Kingdom and the United States will assist 
Australia in developing this capability, leveraging Australia’s decades of 
safely and securely managing radioactive waste domestically.  Australia 
will manage these materials in accordance with its nuclear non-
proliferation and other international obligations and commitments. 

Strengthening the Nuclear Non-Proliferation Regime 

When the AUKUS leaders announced this initiative in September 2021, 
they committed to meeting our countries’ respective nuclear non-
proliferation obligations, setting the highest non-proliferation standard, 
and strengthening the non-proliferation regime while protecting classified 
and controlled information. 

Our nations have made clear commitments to meet these objectives, 
including that: 

 As a non-nuclear-weapon state, Australia does not – and will not – 
seek to acquire nuclear weapons; 

 Australia will not enrich uranium or reprocess spent fuel as part of 
this program; 

 Australia will not produce its own nuclear fuel for its SSNs; 

 The United Kingdom and United States intend to provide Australia 
with nuclear material in complete, welded power units that will not 
require refuelling during their lifetime; 

 The nuclear fuel that Australia receives cannot be used in nuclear 
weapons without further chemical processing, which would require 
facilities that Australia does not have and will not seek; and 

This initiative will occur within the framework of Australia’s 
Comprehensive Safeguards Agreement (CSA) and Additional Protocol 
(AP) with the International Atomic Energy Agency (IAEA). 

Our nations have consulted regularly with the IAEA over the past year, in 
support of the IAEA’s mandate to uphold the integrity of the global 
nuclear safeguards regime.  The Director General of the IAEA has 
reported to IAEA Member States that he believes the AUKUS partners 
“are committed to ensuring the highest non-proliferation and safeguards 
standards are met,” and noted his “satisfaction with the engagement and 
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transparency shown by the three countries thus far.”  The international 
community can be confident that our nations will continue to work 
transparently with the IAEA towards an approach that will strengthen the 
nuclear non-proliferation regime and set the strongest non-proliferation 
precedent. 

Upgrading Infrastructure and Industrial Capacity 

AUKUS submarine cooperation will result in significant benefits to 
infrastructure and industrial capacity in all three nations. 

 Australia: The pathway to Australia acquiring SSN-AUKUS will be a 
whole-of-nation undertaking. HMAS Stirling in Western Australia 
will be expanded to support the scale of infrastructure required for 
nuclear-powered submarines – both for visiting and rotational 
submarines and for Australia’s own nuclear-powered submarines. 
Australia’s SSN-AUKUS submarines will be built at Australia’s 
future Submarine Construction Yard in Adelaide, South Australia – 
employing thousands of workers onsite at peak. Overall, this 
enterprise will almost double the previously forecasted demand for 
personnel in Australia’s submarine shipyard, and will be supported by 
significant investment in Australia’s domestic industrial capacity and 
infrastructure.  Australia will establish additional training, skilling and 
educational programs to achieve this growth for Australia’s local 
submarine and shipbuilding industry. 

 United Kingdom: The United Kingdom intends to build on the recent 
investment it has been making in its submarine delivery, such as the 
£2.0 billion in BAE Systems, Barrow and Rolls Royce, Derby 
announced last year.  This will deliver thousands of jobs in the United 
Kingdom, including in the supply chain.  Australia has committed to a 
proportionate financial investment in the United Kingdom submarine 
industrial base to accelerate production of SSN-AUKUS. 

 United States: The United States is investing an additional  
U.S. $2.4 billion over fiscal years 2023-2027 in the submarine 
industrial base to increase construction capacity – above and beyond 
its annual investment in undersea platforms – to meet U.S. national 
needs.  The United States also added $2.2 billion to its submarine 
maintenance budget over fiscal years 2024-2028 to improve Virginia 
class SSN maintenance.  The U.S. is examining what additional 
investments are required to accelerate submarine production and 
maintenance to support both U.S. and AUKUS needs.  These 



20 

investments will support thousands of high-skill jobs in the United 
States. Australia has committed to a proportionate financial 
investment in the U.S. submarine industrial base to accelerate delivery 
of Virginia class submarines. 

Increasingly Integrated Submarine Forces 

Incorporating proven, advanced U.S. technologies into SSN-AUKUS will 
optimize the capability, commonality and interoperability of all three 
nations’ SSN platforms.  Trilaterally sharing sophisticated submarine 
technology is emblematic of the broader integration of our submarine 
enterprises.  For example: 

 Australian submariner training in United States and United Kingdom 
schools:  In 2022, the United States accepted its first Royal Australian 
Navy personnel into nuclear propulsion training programs, with 
additional personnel slated to join upcoming cohorts.  The United 
States Congress, as part of the Fiscal Year 2023 National Defense 
Authorization Act, passed a bipartisan provision that establishes the 
ability for Royal Australian submarine officers to train at the Naval 
Nuclear Power Training Command and eventually serve on 
operational U.S. submarines.  The United Kingdom has also 
welcomed Australian submariners into the Royal Navy’s nuclear 
courses. 

 Australian personnel on board United States and United Kingdom 
submarines. Australian submariners already train aboard U.S. and UK 
submarines.  We will increase their numbers and levels of seniority 
over time as we grow Australia’s capacity to operate, maintain and 
regulate its own sovereign nuclear-powered submarines. 

 Training Australia’s industrial and technical workforce.  Australia 
intends to send hundreds of workers to United States and United 
Kingdom shipyards, and scientists and engineers to United States and 
United Kingdom technical facilities, for specialized skills training and 
to gain the experience required to build and sustain nuclear-powered 
submarines. 

Interoperable Infrastructure.  As Australia upgrades its infrastructure 
to support the arrival of SSNs, it will build maintenance and repair 
capabilities that United States and United Kingdom submarines may also 
use, increasing our capacity to enhance our forces in peacetime and meet 
operational needs in times of crisis. 
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Conclusion 

The optimal pathway announced today will enhance the capabilities of 
AUKUS partners to contribute to security and stability in the Indo-
Pacific. It will: 

 Increase the number of partner-nation SSNs in the Indo-Pacific, 
increasing our combined capacity in the undersea domain; 

 Create additional production capacity, enabling AUKUS partners to 
grow the size of our combined submarine forces; 

 Strengthen and make more resilient trilateral supply chains, enhancing 
the industrial bases in all three nations; and 

Enhance the ability of our three nations to deter aggression and contribute 
to stability in the Indo-Pacific, and globally. 

We are committed to open and transparent engagement with partners 
within and beyond the region as we implement this plan.  The initiatives 
announced today will strengthen deterrence and bolster stability in the 
Indo-Pacific and beyond for decades to come. 

“Not the 3 Stooges” 

Trevor, Ron & Gary, 
accompanied by Gary’s Partner 
Julia from New Zealand, have 
just come back from a week at 
Old Bar Beach.  Whilst there 
they attended the Taree sub-
Branch and discussed 
RSLNSW’s policies and came to 
the same conclusions.  Then they 
made contact with the newly  
re-vamped Old Bar Beach sub-
Branch they them invited down 
to their “ANZAC Corner” at the 
Caravan Park for nibblies.  Too 
busy for fishing.  But a great 
relaxing time.  “We intend to do 
it more often” said Ron.  



22 

SHIP IS CALLED SHE  

We always call a ship “she” and not without good reason,  

For she displays a well-shaped knee regardless of the season.  

She scorns the man whose heart is faint and doesn’t show him pity,  

And like a girl she needs the paint to keep her looking pretty.  

For love she’ll brace the ocean vast, be she a gig or cruiser,  

But if you fail to tie her fast you’re almost sure to lose her.  

On ships and dames we pin our hopes, we fondle them and dandle them,  

And every man must know his ropes or else he cannot handle them.  

Be firm with her and she’ll behave when skies are dark above you,  

And let her take a water wave – praise her, and she’ll love you.  

That’s why a ship must have a mate; she needs a good provider,  

A good strong arm to keep her straight, to comfort her and guide her.  

For such she’ll brace the roughest gales and angry seas that crowd her,  

And in a brand new suit of sails no dame looks any prouder.  

The ship is like a dame in that she’s feminine and swanky;  

You’ll find the one that’s broad and fat is never mean and cranky.  

Yes ships are ladylike indeed, for take them altogether,  

The ones that show a lot of speed can’t stand the roughest weather.  
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This is what courage looks like …  

And This One for Roy Schmidtke in the Armoury 
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LAST POST 
 
 

Quang Quang Truong 
Captain - Number 43/151259 

Army Republic of Vietnam 
1943  -  2023 

 

 
Keith Cole 

Husband of Muriel Cole 

RSL Auxiliary Member 

 

Lest We Forget 

STOP PRESS 

ANZAC DAY DAWN SERVICE 
 

25 April, 2023 
 

Commences at 06:00 Hours 
Form up in Leicester Street, Chester Hill 
Then March to the Cenotaph opposite the  

Chester Hill RSL Club 
 

Members are invited to have Breakfast in the 
Chester Hill RSL Club in the new Auditorium (Upstairs) 

 
You MUST have a TICKET for breakfast 

NO TICKETS WILL BE GIVEN OUT ON THE DAY 


