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EDITORIAL**   
Gary Roser, Editor 

Well from what I have 
heard from Delegates to 
Congress there was a lot 

of whinging.  I can understand that 
as it was done over two days.  One 
and a half days were taken up by 
speeches.  Half a day was given to 
discussions regarding amendments 
to the constitution.  Ridiculous.  It 
needs to be a full three days with 
the last day dedicated to the 
Constitutional amendments.  
ANZAC House only allowed two to speak for the amendment and two to 
speak against.  That is not democratic!  And the Members of RSLNSW 
are starting to realise the squeeze that ANZAC House is pushing their 
own agenda.  I have heard there is a move afoot to rectify the problem 
and go back to the three days like it should be. 

 

 

**The editorial is entirely my own opinion and does not reflect the Sub-Branch Executive. 
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PRESIDENT’S REPORT 

G’day Members, I hope this finds you all well. 

As many of you are aware, my friend Doreen 
Keene, who has been accompanying me to  
sub-Branch functions for the last 18 years passed 
away late in September.  I would like to thanks all 
those who attend the funeral and supported me 
during that time. 

At the end of October, Ron and I travelled to 
Newcastle for State Congress.  Disappointing in that it was rushed and not 
enough time for proper debate on the motions before Congress.  Also 
there were about 100 sub-Branches not in attendfance with on 6 proxies 
being received.  That means there members are not getting a say in the 
running of the RSL. 

Remembrance Day at the Chester Hill Memorial went well and enjoyed 
by all present.  We had a technical difficulty when trying to transmit to 
our website, which we need to investigate.  We will try again next year. 

I have been to 2 funerals in the last couple of weeks.  Alice Mahony, the 
Widow of former member, Kevin and Roy Steer the former Secretary/
Treasurer of Belmore sub-Branch and Delegate to the District Council. 

Keep safe and I will see you at the meetings. 

Ian Muirhead 

Pictured here is our second oldest 
Member “Alex Macdonald” who is 
living in age care at Coffs Harbour.  

Alex turned 103 on Tuesday,  
15 November this year.  

His daughter says he health is not 
good as it could be, but it’s great to 
see him still above ground. 
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SECRETARY’S REPORT 

Hello again Folks, 

Our solicitor from Operation Legal is working on 
our Incorporation status as an Incorporated 
Association within our Constitution.  Engadine sub-
Branch have completely disregarded ANZAC House 
and gone ahead with I.A..  It will be interesting to 
see what comes out of it. 

It is the opinion of our Committee that Engadine had 
the right to do so as per the Constitution but disregarded the Standard 
Operation Procedures, which are only a guide anyway and not a direction. 

So, up until me writing this I cannot give you any more info on the 
progress of our Incorporation, other than to say we will take ANZAC 
House on legally.  That is the choice our Trustees have under the Trustees 
Act, not under the RSL NSW Act 2018 No 48 - NSW Legislation.   

Well, Ron and I with the help of Lucas; and Steve from Invisible Ink 
worked hard to get the Remembrance Day Service televised through the 
Internet.  But it bombed out, and had to switch to showing it on Facebook.  
Why?  Everyone at the Service had their mobile phone on.  Now I know 
why aeroplanes require people to have them turned off or to flight mode.  
The interference caused to our transmission was overpowering.  Now we 
know.  So back to the drawing board. 

Schools are gradually sending in their details for our annual awards to 
two of their selected students from year six.  Committee Members will be 
attending, but if you would like to go with them please sing out.  
Presentation Days at schools are a great occasion.  The kids are great and 
well behaved.  You would enjoy it.   

  

Gary Roser,  J.P. 

My daughter went to a Mexican takeaway and ordered a 
taco.  
She asked the person behind the counter for 'minimal 
lettuce.'  
He said he was sorry, but they only had iceberg lettuce. 

https://legislation.nsw.gov.au/view/whole/html/inforce/current/act-2018-048
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You Know When Your Over the Hill When…… 

If my body was a car, this is the time I would be thinking about 
trading it in for a newer model. 

 
I've got bumps and dents and scratches in my finish and my paint 
job is getting a little dull… 
 
But that's not the worst of it. 
 
My headlights are out of focus, 
And it's especially hard to see things up close. 
 
My traction is not as graceful as it once was. I slip and slide and 
skid and bump into things even in the best of weather. 
 
My whitewalls are stained with varicose veins.. 
 
It takes me hours to reach my maximum speed and my fuel rate 
burns inefficiently. 
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“Punish me!” she cried. 
“Make me suffer like only 
a real man can!” 
 
“Very well,” I replied,  
leaving the toilet seat up. 
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FEATURE ARTICLE 

DONALD ALBERT HARDING 

Donald Harding was born on the 6th September 1919 at 
Williamstown, Victoria, the only son of Claude and Flora, 
also proud parents of daughter Shirley.  From the age of 16, 
Donald worked for Victoria Lighterage Company as 
Fireman and Deckhand on steam tugs operating out of Port 
Phillip Bay. 

Donald’s maternal grandfather, Angus Bruce McInnes was 
also a seaman, perhaps Donald was inspired.  Angus had 
served the Victorian Navy for 25 years, and was deployed 
to China during 1900 in response to the Boxer Rebellion.  
Donald may also have been inspired by his maternal 
uncles, all five of whom served during WWI.  Four 
returned, while Donald’s uncle, Donald McInnes was listed 

MIA after falling during the Battle of Fromelle. 

During 1938, Donald married Betty Balfour, subsequently blessed with three 
children, Bruce, Joy, and Robert.  The family lived in Williamstown, as did 
Donald’s parents.  His father Claude worked as a Car Builder, constructing carriages 
for Victorian Railways, while Donald worked as Deckhand.  During November 
1942, Donald resigned from his position with Victoria Lighterage Company and was 
employed by Melbourne Steamship Co. as Fireman.  After a couple of months at the 
new job he applied to U.S. Army Small Ships Section at the Transportation Corps 
Offices in Melbourne, and was assigned to the reserve pool on the 12th April 1943. 

A Loyalty and Character Report for the War Department, Services of Supply, Office 
of the Chief Provost Marshal, was investigated by Sgt. George Shapiro and lodged 
on 3rd May 1943, indicating Donald Harding as Suitable for employment by U.S. 
Army as a Seaman.  Three days later, Donald signed a contract in Melbourne and 
then waited only two days for Travel Orders to be issued.  Upon arrival in Sydney 
Donald was issued a malaria tablet, then continued his journey north to New Guinea. 

On the 21st May 1943, Donald was 
assigned to S-26 KOOMEELA as Able 
Seaman, joining the crew at Milne 
Bay.  KOOMEELA was a wooden 
hulled, steam coaster, of 191 gross 
tons, built during 1912 in Sydney.  She 
was a beautiful ship, acquired by U.S. 
Army in Tasmania during April 1942. 
During Don’s service S-26 
KOOMEELA carried supplies from 
Milne Bay to Samarai Island, Oro Bay, 
and Morobe. 

Printed with the kind permission of the U.S. Army Small Ships 
Association Inc. - November 2022 Newsletter 

S-26 KOOMEELA  
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On 6th July 1943 Donald was reassigned to S-130 HOKITIKA.  She was a steamship 
built during 1916 in Dunedin, New Zealand, acquired by U.S. Army on Lend Lease, 
along with a few of her crew members, and departed Auckland on 24th October 
1942.  After re-fit and victualling in Sydney, trials were conducted until mid-January 
1943, then S-130 HOKITIKA headed north with S-133 VALKYRIE in tow.  Upon 
arrival in New Guinea HOKITIKA steamed supplies to troops at Morobe, Milne 
Bay, and Lae.  While anchored at Morobe on the 12th July 1943, Donald was 
reassigned to wooden tow-boats S-81 VEEBEEBE and S-83 REPATRI, both  
39 feet in length, acquired during August 1942 from NSW Water Conservation and 
Irrigation Commission.  Three days later he was reassigned to S-79 WOMBAT, a 
steel-hulled motor coaster of 273 gross tons. 

Donald was likely familiar with WOMBAT, as she was built in Williamstown 
during 1915, as steam-dredge ROSALIE for the Melbourne Harbour Trust, and 
operated in Port Phillip Bay during his childhood.  ROSALIE had been fitted with a 
6-cylinder diesel engine and renamed WOMBAT during 1940, subsequently 
acquired by U.S. Army from the Launceston Marine Board during August 1942. 

On the 26th July 1943, Donald was discharged from S-79 WOMBAT and reassigned 
as Launch Driver for amphibious operations under the command of Lt. ‘Laddie’ 
Reday and Lt. ‘Phil’ Farley.  Over the next eight weeks he operated from Morobe, 

and during this period Don’s ship 
was attacked by Japanese forces on 
two occasions, at Nassau Bay and 
Tamba Bay. 

On the 28th September 1943, 
Donald was reassigned as Bosun, to 
S-6 ARGOSY LEMAL, joining her 
crew at Oro Bay.  S-6 ARGOSY 
LEMAL was a Q ship, or 
Command Post vessel, used to 
relay messages between the front 
lines and headquarters.  One of the 
first radio communication ships in 

the U.S. Army, she could have 
easily been mistaken for a trading 
schooner.  Built during 1917 in 
Holland, she was registered in 
Adelaide during 1923, and she was 
a fast, beautiful looking vessel.  
The men that sailed on her never 
forgot; and many who never did, 
dreamed that they had. 

S-6 ARGOSY LEMAL remained at 
anchor in Oro Bay, which had 
developed into a large base 
featuring Liberty Ship Wharves, an 

Crew members of  
S-6 ARGOSY LEMAL 
 at rest on the bowsprit  

Painting by Veteran JACK SAVAGE OAM 
ARGOSY LEMAL 
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engineering depot, a headquarters, fuel jetty, and bulk petroleum storage facilities. 
Further inland, a hospital, radio transmitter station, and detention center were 
established.  During Donald’s service on S-6 AROGY LEMAL, allied air-raids were 
concentrated on Rabaul, while Japanese air-raids were targeting Lae, occasionally 
flying by Oro Bay to wreak havoc on the port.  n the 19th November 1943,  
S-6 ARGOSY LEMAL was targeted by Japanese bombers, causing no fatalities, 
however, Able Seaman Bill Johnston was wounded by shrapnel. 

Donald was discharged on 3rd December, and S-6 ARGOSY LEMAL remained in 
port another 10 days before arriving Lae on Christmas Day 1943.  By that time, 
Donald had safely returned to Melbourne to spend the holiday season with his 
family. 

On the 19th January 1944, Donald headed north again, travelling from Sydney to 
Brisbane by train, then onto Rockhampton.  On the 3rd of February, Don attended the 
Small Ships’ Clothing Store at Rockhampton USASOS Base Section 3 where he 
was issued one barracks bag, one belt, five pairs of drawers, one pair of gloves, four 
handkerchiefs’, one raincoat, three khaki shirts, one pair of service shoes, three pairs 
of socks, three pairs of khaki trousers, and five undershirts.  He then proceeded to 
New Guinea, in company with Greaser Arthur Buckles. 

After a few days unassigned at Pemmican, Donald was transported to Oro Bay to 
join the crew of S-108 DEUTGAN as Bosun. Thereafter, the steel hulled cargo ship 
of 180 gross tons carried supplies between Oro Bay and Langemak Bay, where 
Donald was reclassified as Acting Mate.  She then proceeded to Cape Gloucester, 
where the U.S. 1st Marine Division had landed on Boxing Day 1943 to enforce the 
isolation effort against Rabaul.  

On the 1st April 1944, Donald was discharged from S-108 DEUTGAN and received 
Travel Orders to Brisbane.  He subsequently travelled by air, in company with 
Arthur Berger, Stanley Sunner, Claude Jones, Leonard Penwick, Paulina Nadali, and 
Alfred Luvac; returning to Sydney where he renewed his contract on the 16th May 
1944.  Almost three weeks later, Donald was transported from Sydney to Milne Bay, 
where he joined the crew of 75-foot steel tug ST-17, S-277 CARBANUP as Acting 
Mate. 

After a few months carrying supplies between ports in New Guinea,  
S-277 CARBANUP sailed directly to Brisbane before arriving Sydney on  
5th October 1944.  Donald was discharged on the 14th October due to completion of 
contract; signing a new contract the very next day. 

On the 15th October 1944, Donald was assigned to a ‘New Zealand delivery crew’.  
These crews were tasked with accepting delivery of new vessels that had been built 
in New Zealand, then crossing the often-treacherous Tasman by means of celestial 
navigation, and delivering the vessels to a forward base, usually in New Guinea.  
Only the most capable and dependable members were selected to join a New 
Zealand delivery crew.  On the 30th November 1944, Donald was transported by air 
from Sydney to Auckland, departing 0600hrs for a twelve hour flight. 
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Four days after landing 
in Auckland, Donald 
accepted delivery of  
ST-14, S-400 COOK.  
She was of a class  
of steel-tugs, 75 feet  
in length, that were 
designed by the 
Australian Shipbuilding 
Board, initially built in 
Australia and New 

Zealand for the U.S. Army, and later for Australian forces. 

Donald served as Bosun, departing Auckland on the 6th December 1944, arriving 
Brisbane seven days later.  After a spell in Brisbane ST-14, S-400 COOK called at 
Bundaberg, Townsville, and Thursday Island, before reaching Port Moresby.  She 
then proceeded to Milne Bay where Donald was discharged on 16th February 1945.  
The same day, he received a reference from L L Ingram, Master of S-400 COOK, 
which included the following statement:  “Donald has been serving aboard my 
vessel for the past 3 months in the capacity of Acting Mate and performing the 
duties of a Second Mate of which he had done a very good job, and should be raised 
to the grade of Second Mate.” 

On the 21st March 1945, a letter was sent from the Office of the Port Commander 
(Milne Bay), to Central Maritime Personnel Control Section, Headquarters, New 
Guinea Base Section USASOS (Oro Bay), concerning one presently unassigned 
Acting Mate: ‘HARDING, Donald A., TC 7521’.  The letter explained that Donald 
was the only person holding the classification of Acting Mate at the base, and that 
“he was summoned to the office for examination in matters pertaining to 
seamanship, and appears quite capable of assuming the role of a Deck Officer.” 

On the 3rd April 1945, Donald joined a flight from Milne Bay to Hollandia, where he 
remained unasigned for two weeks before joining the crew of OL-12, S-884 
BALLARAT.  She was a steel hulled vessel, 120 feet long, with two diesel engines.  
The Ocean Lighters’ were designed by the Australian Shipbuilding Board and fitted 
to task, carrying water, cargo, or refrigerated supplies variously. OL-12, S-884 
BALLARAT was a Radio Ship. 

S-884 BALLARAT proceeded from Hollandia to the Phlippines to support the final 
days of the liberation.  Donald and crew experienced three submarine alerts, then 
three air-raids at Leyte, before enjoying some time ashore in the battered city of 
Manila, sharing in the madness, misery, and comraderie known only to survivors of 
such a gruelling campaign.  Donald was discharged from S-884 BALLARAT on the 
15th July 1945. 

Travel Orders were issued on the 26th July at Philippine Base Section, Office of the 
Commanding General, authorising return to Australia via air, water, and rail 
transports, with a luggage allowance of 50lb when travelling by air.  Donald, 
discharged for convenience of the government, travelled in company with Fireman 

Brian Alsop, Australian Army Watercraft 
75-foot steel tug in profile 
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Constantine Braratis, TC 12207, discharged upon 
completion of contract.  They were transported by air to 
Melbourne, then proceeded to Sydney where Donald 
enjoyed a few weeks of leave before his final discharge 
on 24th August 1945. 

After returning to his family in Williamstown, Victoria, 
Donald went back to work as Deckhand and Pilot in 
Port Phillip Bay.  Approximately two years later, he 
sought official recognition of his wartime service and 
wrote to TC Administration in the Philippines.  On the 
9th January 1948 areply was received, courtesy of 
Lieutenant Colonel Joshua Messersmith.  The reply 
included copies of Donald’s assignment records, with 
instructions to submit same to the U.S. Maritime 
Commission in Washington.  Unfortunately, Donald’s 
campaign medals were not issued during his lifetime. 

During September 1950, Donald was serving as 
Fireman aboard the tug-boat TERAWHITI when she 
collided with CITY OF KHARTOUM in Port Phillip 
Bay.  Donald was injured and taken to Royal Melbourne 
Hospital where both of his legs were amputated.  Sadly, aged only 31-years, Donald 
crossed the bar on 6th November 1950, as a result of injuries sustained during the 
accident. 

A subsequent enquiry revealed that TERAWHITI rolled over and sank while towing 
CITY OF KHARTOUM off Williamstown, resulting in the death of Fireman Phillip 
Harold Thompson by drowning, while fatally injuring Fireman Donald Albert 
Harding.  Testimony was heard from TERAWHITI’s Cook, Terence Codling, who 

explained that after the CITY OF 
KHARTOUM’s boat had caught 
TERAWHITI midships, the tug 
was in a helpless position. “I 
heard a crunching sound and the 
tug keeled over and sank.  
Harding was sitting on the 
bulwark at the tug’s stern, a few 
feet away.  When the tug started to 
keel over I yelled to him,  “This is 
it!”  I didn’t see him jump into the 
water.” 

Donald will be long remembered for his dedicated Service to Australia and the 
United States of America during WWII. 

LEST WE FORGET 

DONALD ALBERT HARDING 

1919 – 1950 

Donald at home in 
Williamstown, Victoria  

Steam tug TERAWHITI  
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Remembrance Day 2022 Photos courtesy of Vice President Jim Baba 



13 

A great Day. 
And it was 

good to see the 
local schools 

and Councillors 
involved 
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A cousin posted this ...food for thought: 

Many of us are between 65 and death, i.e. old. My friend sent me this excellent list for 
aging . . . and I have to agree it's good advice to follow.  
 

1.  It’s time to use the money you saved up. Use it and enjoy it. Don’t just keep it for 
those who may have no notion of the sacrifices you made to get it. Remember there is 
nothing more dangerous than a son or daughter-in-law with big ideas for your hard-
earned capital. Warning: This is also a bad time for investments, even if it seems 
wonderful or fool-proof. They only bring problems and worries. This is a time for you to 
enjoy some peace and quiet. 

2.  Stop worrying about the financial situation of your children and grandchildren, and 
don’t feel bad spending your money on yourself. You’ve taken care of them for many 
years, and you’ve taught them what you could. You gave them an education, food, 
shelter and support. The responsibility is now theirs to earn their own money. 

3.  Keep a healthy life, without great physical effort. Do moderate exercise (like 
walking every day), eat well and get your sleep. It’s easy to become sick, and it gets 
harder to remain healthy. That is why you need to keep yourself in good shape and be 
aware of your medical and physical needs. Keep in touch with your doctor, do tests even 
when you’re feeling well. Stay informed. 

4.  Always buy the best, most beautiful items for your significant other. The key goal 
is to enjoy your money with your partner. One day one of you will miss the other, and 
the money will not provide any comfort then, enjoy it together 

5.  Don’t stress over the little things. Like paying a little extra on price quotes. You’ve 
already overcome so much in your life.You have good memories and bad ones, but the 
important thing is the present. Don’t let the past drag you down and don’t let the future 
frighten you. Feel good in the now. Small issues will soon be forgotten. 

6.  Regardless of age, always keep love alive. Love your partner, love life, love your 
family, love your neighbour and remember: “A man is not old as long as he has 
intelligence and affection.” 

7. Be proud, both inside and out. Don’t stop going to your hair salon or barber, do your 
nails, go to the dermatologist and the dentist, keep your perfumes and creams well 
stocked. When you are well-maintained on the outside, it seeps in, making you feel 
proud and strong. 

8.  Don’t lose sight of fashion trends for your age, but keep your own sense of style. 
There’s nothing worse than an older person trying to wear the current fashion among 
youngsters. You’ve developed your own sense of what looks good on you – keep it and 
be proud of it. It’s part of who you are. 

9.  ALWAYS stay up-to-date. Read newspapers, watch the news. Go online and read 
what people are saying. Make sure you have an active email account and try to use some 
of those social networks. You’ll be surprised what old friends you’ll meet. Keeping in 
touch with what is going on and with the people you know is important at any age. 

10.  Respect the younger generation and their opinions. They may not have the same 
ideals as you, but they are the future, and will take the world in their direction. Give 
advice, not criticism, and try to remind them that yesterday’s wisdom still applies today. 

11.  Never use the phrase: “In my time.” Your time is now. As long as you’re alive, you 
are part of this time. You may have been younger, but you are still you now, having fun 
and enjoying life. 

12.  Some people embrace their golden years, while others become bitter and surly. 
Life is too short to waste your days on the latter. Spend your time with positive, cheerful 
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people, it’ll rub off on you and your days will seem that much better. Spending your 
time with bitter people will make you older and harder to be around. 

13.  Do not surrender to the temptation of living with your children or grandchildren (if 
you have a financial choice, that is). Sure, being surrounded by family sounds great, but 
we all need our privacy. They need theirs and you need yours. If you’ve lost your partner 
(our deepest condolences), then find a person to move in with you and help out. Even 
then, do so only if you feel you really need the help or do not want to live alone. 

14.  Don’t abandon your hobbies. If you don’t have any, make new ones. You can 
travel, hike, cook, read, dance. You can adopt a cat or a dog, grow a garden, play cards, 
checkers, chess, dominoes, golf. You can paint, volunteer or just collect certain items. 
Find something you like and spend some real time having fun with it. 

15.  Even if you don’t feel like it, try to accept invitations. Baptisms, graduations, 
birthdays, weddings, conferences. Try to go. Get out of the house, meet people you 
haven’t seen in a while, experience something new (or something old). But don’t get 
upset when you’re not invited. Some events are limited by resources, and not everyone 
can be hosted. The important thing is to leave the house from time to time. Go to 
museums, go walk through a field. Get out there. 

16.  Be a conversationalist. Talk less and listen more. Some people go on and on about 
the past, not caring if their listeners are really interested. That’s a great way of reducing 
their desire to speak with you. Listen first and answer questions, but don’t go off into 
long stories unless asked to. Speak in courteous tones and try not to complain or criticize 
too much unless you really need to. Try to accept situations as they are. Everyone is 
going through the same things, and people have a low tolerance for hearing complaints. 
Always find some good things to say as well. 

17.  Pain and discomfort go hand in hand with getting older. Try not to dwell on them 
but accept them as a part of the cycle of life we’re all going through. Try to minimize 
them in your mind. They are not who you are, they are something that life added to you. 
If they become your entire focus, you lose sight of the person you used to be. 

18.  If you’ve been offended by someone – forgive them. If you’ve offended someone - 
apologize. Don’t drag around resentment with you. It only serves to make you sad and 
bitter. It doesn’t matter who was right. Someone once said: “Holding a grudge is like 
taking poison and expecting the other person to die.” Don’t take that poison. Forgive, 
forget and move on with your life. 

19.  If you have a strong belief, savour it. But don’t waste your time trying to convince 
others. They will make their own choices no matter what you tell them, and it will only 
bring you frustration. Live your faith and set an example. Live true to your beliefs and 
let that memory sway them. 

20.  Laugh. Laugh A LOT. Laugh at everything. Remember, you are one of the lucky 
ones. You managed to have a life, a long one. Many never get to this age, never get to 
experience a full life. But you did. So what’s not to laugh about? Find the humor in your 
situation. 

21.  Take no notice of what others say about you and even less notice of what they 
might be thinking. They’ll do it anyway, and you should have pride in yourself and what 
you’ve achieved. Let them talk and don’t worry. They have no idea about your history, 
your memories and the life you’ve lived so far. There’s still much to be written, so get 
busy writing and don’t waste time thinking about what others might think. Now is the 
time to be at rest, at peace and as happy as you can be! 

REMEMBER:   “Life is too short to drink bad wine and warm beer.” 
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 Workshop helps strengthen ties with  
Timor-Leste 

NAVY 

Partners from Timor-Leste government agencies with  

ADF military legal officer instructors at the front of  
Sparrow Force House in Dili, Timor-Leste. 

A team of three military legal officers from the ADF Indo-Pacific Centre 
for Military Law visited Timor-Leste to deliver maritime legal training as 
part of Indo-Pacific Endeavour 2022. 

Commander Cameron Moore, Commander Jacqueline Swinton and Major 
Matthew Punter led a maritime security law workshop, conducted at 
Sparrow Force House in Dili. 

The workshop was conducted with partners from agencies such as National 
Police, Maritime Transport, Ministry of Agriculture and Fisheries, and the 
Timor-Leste Armed Forces (F-FDTL) naval component. 

The workshop covered a range of topics including introduction to law of 
the sea, maritime zones and law enforcement at sea, as well as a number of 
practical exercises. 

Commander Swinton said maritime legal training was particularly 
important for the F-FDTL naval component, which is receiving two 
Guardian-class patrol boats from Australia as part of the Pacific Maritime 
Security Program. 

“The law of the sea is the cornerstone of cooperation and security in the 
Indo-Pacific region,” Commander Swinton said. 



17 

“Delivering further education creates a shared understanding of sovereign 
rights that enable all nations to share responsibility for, and respect, the many 
sovereign maritime zones in the region. 

“I was pleasantly surprised on conclusion of the workshop when the group 
wanted to keep training for another day. I’ve never been asked for a maritime 
law encore before.”  

Head of Joint Support Services Division Major General Douglas 
Laidlaw agreed maritime training provided a unique opportunity for Defence 
to engage with regional partners. 

“Ongoing education support to help enforce the law of the sea in the Indo-
Pacific is just one way we are helping build a stronger, more open, inclusive 
and resilient region,” Major General Laidlaw said. 

For more information on Indo-Pacific Endeavour, visit: 

 www.defence.gov.au/operations/indo-pacific-endeavour 

HMAS Arunta to support sanctions on North Korea 
https://news.defence.gov.au/media/media-releases/hmas-arunta-support-sanctions-north-korea 

Royal Australian Navy frigate HMAS Arunta is supporting the deterrence 
and monitoring of illegal ship-to-ship transfers of sanctioned goods bound 
for North Korea in support of the Australian Defence Force’s (ADF) 
Operation ARGOS. 

Australia is committed to enforcing United Nations Security Council 
(UNSC) sanctions on North Korea through this operation, until North 
Korea takes concrete steps towards denuclearisation. 

Deputy Chief of Joint Operations, Air Vice-Marshal Michael Kitcher, 
reinforced the need for the ADF to support this important interdiction 
effort with partner nations. 

“Alongside Canada, France, Germany, Japan, New Zealand, the United 
Kingdom, and the United States, who all conduct national operations in 
support of the UN in a similar manner to Australia, we are demonstrating 
our commitment to enforcing UNSC sanctions against North Korea,” Air 
Vice-Marshal Kitcher said. 

“Australia is committed to upholding UNSC resolutions on North Korea 
in support of the international community’s goal of complete, verifiable 
and irreversible denuclearisation. 

“This will mark the eighth time an Australian warship takes part in 
Operation ARGOS.” 

Since 2018, Australia has also deployed maritime patrol aircraft on ten 
occasions. 

Information about Operation ARGOS is available at  
https://www.defence.gov.au/operations/argos 

http://www.defence.gov.au/operations/indo-pacific-endeavour
https://news.defence.gov.au/media/media-releases/hmas-arunta-support-sanctions-north-korea
https://email.streem.com.au/c/eJxVjr1uxCAQhJ_GdKBllz8XFGnyHgssd5bi42Q78esHKVWkaWb0aWYk2xDCShQxqZYdr72pLSMgWsAEHiJZ0zm12tBFir5Aj4uD8zpEdlPHbvhbPTOlgr6yZ_YBwJU1AifxhWx0toakvvLzut7nQh8Lfk7d922adHlVMY_xM1tmON5y8LWN1zkNH49xqiPv0jaek_9p9fdAby0XwZ5i8xo6knY1kC4pNV1KZ
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ARMY No regrets after five decades of service 

By Alex Donato, 
https://news.defence.gov.au/people/no-regrets-after-five-decades-
service10 November 2022 

Warrant Officer Kevin 
Woods in his office at the 

Centre for Defence 
Leadership and Ethics 
within the Australian 
Defence College at 

Weston Creek, Canberra.  
Photo: Alex Donato 

 

After nearly 50 years of service to the Australian Army, Warrant 
Officer Kevin Woods said the best advice he could give current ADF 
members was to take every opportunity they got to develop themselves. 

“Some tasks will look hard and challenging, but take them as an 
opportunity to learn and grow. Nothing is meant to break you, and you 
will forever cherish the resilience you build as a result,” Warrant 
Officer Woods said. 

It’s advice he passed on during his final posting at the Centre for 
Defence Leadership and Ethics (CDLE) within the Australian Defence 
College at Weston Creek. The CDLE provides specialist advice, 
education and research to advance command, leadership, ethics and 
cross-cultural skills across Defence. 

“To be given the opportunity to pass on my experience and lessons 
learnt during my career has been extremely satisfying and rewarding,” 
Warrant Officer Woods said. 

After enlisting in 1973, Warrant Officer Woods was fortunate enough to 
be allocated to the Corps of Infantry, though he does admit that you 
didn’t have to be that fortunate back then. He served in a number of 
regimental and training appointments over the years, including Sydney, 
Singleton, Brisbane, Canungra and Townsville. 

“It has been a long ride but a bloody good ride,” Warrant Officer 
Woods said. 
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“I’ve loved every aspect of my military career. I met and worked with 
some awesome people, travelled the world and have done some 
incredible things.”  

Warrant Officer Woods trained as a sniper because of a love of 
marksmanship, but said all aspects of military training provided 
valuable skill sets. 

“As a young soldier, you grow and your responsibilities grow too, but 
nothing compares with the camaraderie among you and your fellow 
service men and women,” he said. 

One of Warrant Officer Woods’s favourite ranks was corporal, when 
he began to learn the importance of being a good leader as a section 
commander.  

“At this level you are now accountable and responsible for your team, 
and you start to learn the art of command and leadership,” Warrant 
Officer Woods said. 

“As a junior commander you start to understand why some tough 
decisions are made in military life, which is often filled with many 
rewarding and challenging opportunities.” 

But, he said the pinnacle of his career was when he became 
Regimental Sergeant Major (RSM) of the Army. 

“In my time, I have seen big shifts in how our military has improved. 
We are now a more diverse military and we use hi-tech equipment and 
weapon systems,” Warrant Officer Woods said.    

“And the way we treat our people has changed significantly during my 
life in the military. If we want to keep our current people, which is our 
biggest and best asset, we have to provide them with good leadership 
and training.”  

Warrant Officer Woods said his career was not without its challenges. 

“As a passionate soldier, it wasn’t all fun. There were hard times, 
operations, tough moments in training, and especially when mates 
were lost in operation or training; those are the days where you look 
for a sad song on the radio just to cheer you up,” he said. 

As Warrant Officer Woods nears retirement, he said the opportunity to 
work at the CDLE was the ideal role following his role as RSM-Army. 

 “From here on in, I am keen to spend more time with my family, 
travel and indulge in some golf,”  he said. 

“To all, good soldiering and make sure you have fun.” 
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RAAF  ADF praised for flood assistance in Moree 
By Flight Lieutenant Rob Hodgson 
https://news.defence.gov.au/service/adf-praised-flood-assistance-moree  
 

From left, Aircraftman Haydn Mcgovern, Aircraftwoman 
Ellenah Wall, Sergeant Adam Thomas and Leading Aircraftman 
Frank Schinella help clean Duck Park in Moree, NSW, after the 
recent flood events.   Photo: Leading Aircraftman Samuel Miller 

In October, the western NSW town of Moree found itself facing a 
catastrophic flooding event, its second in 12 months. 

As the town and surrounding communities were rapidly isolated by 
floodwaters, the ADF responded quickly to a request for assistance from 
the State Emergency Services. 

Vehicles from the 41st and 1st/19th Royal NSW Regiment were some of 
the last to enter the town before the floodwaters made the roads 
impassable. 

Once the floodwaters began to recede, small teams were tasked with 
performing rapid damage assessment to assist with recovery. 
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Once the road was deemed passable by Emergency Services, a team of 
about 50 Air Force personnel from numerous units entered the town to 
assist in the massive clean-up, with the Emergency Response 
Coordination Centre prioritising tasking. 

The Mayor of Moree Plains Shire, Mark Johnson, said he was grateful for 
the assistance provided. He said he admired the calibre of the ADF 
personnel tasked with helping to get the town back on its feet. 

“Speaking not only as a mayor, but as a local resident, I can’t articulate 
enough the difference the assistance has made,” Mayor Johnson said. 

“This help in a time of need has made a great impact to people’s everyday 
lives and is helping us get back to reality.” 

Leading Aircraftman Frank Schinella was part of a small detachment sent 
to a heavily impacted park and bridge crossing, requiring the removal of 
debris and waste. 

“It’s a great feeling to help the people of Moree, to get amongst it and 
help these people get back on their feet,” Leading Aircraftman Schinella 
said. 

(L-R)   Joseph, Daniel, Tim and Brooklyn from the Edmund  
Rice College check out the DHC-4 Caribou aircraft at the  
Wings Over Illawarra Air Show 2022 Schools and Careers  

Open Day in New South Wales.  
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Only Military Person-
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LAST POST 
 

Doreen Keene  
Friend of our President 

 

Alice Mahony 
age 88 

Widow of Deceased Member 
Kevin Mahony 

Lest We Forget 

STOP PRESS 

and 

A Happy New Year 


