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EDITORIAL** Gary Roser, Editor
So the Omicron Covid virus has
just reached China possibly
through the mail system from
Canada. Whether it is true or not,
who knows. And who cares. If so, covid is
back where it started. At the moment several
of our Members are down with Covid
including our Acting President Ian Muirhead
and Committeeman Ian Kennedy. Kim To
also and I have been told that Ray Nguyen
and Jim Baba have had it also. Probably
more Members, but I haven’t been informed
at the time of writing this.

Sub-Branch Meetings
Committee
Sub-Branch
Mondays 5:00pm Sundays 10:30am

17 January 2022 23 January 2022
Sunday, 30 January, 2022
Australia Day Luncheon
27 February 2022
21 February 2022
AGM
21 March 2022
27 March 2022

There is no doubt that we will all probably have some form of it eventually. But I ask
everyone to be careful. Go about your business as normal, wear the mask and
remember social distancing.
One wonders if Omicron is worth the worry for the general public. Sure, Hospitals,
Nursing Homes, Kindergartens and other places where there are sick people have to be
protected. But if we are all going to get it eventually, we have to accept that.
I’m definitely not a medical person. This is just my opinion. Stay Safe the best you can.
**The editorial is entirely my own opinion and does not reflect the Sub-Branch Executive.
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ACTING PRESIDENT’S REPORT
G’day Members, how ‘s that for a Scot.
It was sad to see Ralph resign as our President due
to ill heath. It was decision that he found difficult
to make, but in his best interest, one that had to be
made. We wish him well and hope that things
settle down and he can return to meeting without
the pressure.
This coming meeting I will not be with you due to being tested positive
for Covid. I am disappointed, but in the best interest of everyone, I will
isolate until clear.
I look forward to being with you all in the future.
Ian
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SECRETARY’S REPORT
The first Newsletter of 2022. I hope everyone had a
good Christmas break. From what I hear not many
people went away due to Covid still stalking the
halls.
The current Committee has one more year to run and
elections will be held at the AGM in February 2023.
Meanwhile they will have a few things to reorganise
after our lockdown in 2021. We had only four General Meetings that
year.
I think the most disappointing thing all year was the absence of
comradery by not seeing each other regularly, and not being with the
school children at the Kokoda Track Memorial Walkway. And we
couldn’t be present at the school presentation days to present our awards
to a boy and girl at each school. However we did supply them.
For those who couldn’t attend our Remembrance Day Service in
November, you would have seen the photos taken on the day. We have a
good liaison with Chester Hill—Carramar RSL sub-Branch and we
combine for ANZAC & Remembrance Services and any luncheon on
those days.
I want to publicly thank the Campsie RSL Group for their help and
guidance since we have been at Chester Hill RSL Club. Nothing is a
problem for them. And their Staff are second to none for friendliness and
cooperation.
Of course we can’t forget Tom Woo and Hong at the Bistro. We have
been together as a sub-Branch and Caterer for many years and I believe
that Chester Hill RSL Club have done the right thing by their Members
engaging their services. Good people. Friendly people, who will go out
of their way to provide great food and great service. Thank you Tom and
Hong.
And you. Our Members. I wish each and every one of you and your
families, the very best of health and happiness for 2022. Lets forget about
2021!
Gary Roser, Hon. Secretary
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Gary stocked this to have something
to do when he isn’t catching fish.
Which is all the time
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You Know When Your Over the Hill When……
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VAGARIES OF THE ENGLISH LANGUAGE

Why does the word "Funeral" start with FUN?
Why isn't a fireman called a waterman?
How come Lipstick doesn't do what it says?
If money doesn't grow on trees, how come banks have branches?
If a vegetarian eats vegetables, what does a humanitarian eat?
How do you get off a non-stop flight?
Why are goods sent by ship called CARGO and those sent by
truck SHIPMENT?
Why do we put cups in the dishwasher and the dishes in the
cupboard?
Why is it called "Rush Hour" when traffic moves at its slowest
then?
How come noses run and feet smell?
Why do they call it a TV "set" when there is only one?
What are you vacating when you go on a vacation?
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THE DICE IS ON THE CARPET

by Gareth McCray OAM
https://www.facebook.com/search/top?q=gareth%20mccray%20oam

FEATURE
ARTICLE

MAUREEN FLAVIN AND “THE DICE IS ON THE CARPET”
I share this story in the memory of The Australians who supported the
D-Day invasion included between 2,000 and 2,500 RAAF airmen in
Australian squadrons and British Royal Air Force units, and approximately 500 members of the Royal Australian Navy serving on Royal
Navy vessels, as well as a small number of Australian Army officers
and merchant seamen.
In the early morning of June 3rd, 1944 21-year-old Maureen Flavin
dispatched a weather report from Blacksod, Co Mayo, that would
change the course of the second World War.
When Maureen Flavin took on a job as postmistress at the Blacksod
light house in Co. Mayo in Ireland she had not anticipated the other
job which was bestowed on her. The job was taking barometer and
thermometer readings (basically weather forecasting) at the remote
Blacksod weather station on Ireland’s west coast. But she did do her
job and it made a global impact.
On her 21st birthday, June 3 1944, she took the barometer readings
and noticed a sudden drop, indicating bad weather was coming.

Maureen Flavin aged 98 and 21
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Maureen gave the report to Ted Sweeney who was the lighthouse
keeper and they sent it in and, Maureen, quickly received a call from a
British woman asking them to check and confirm the report.
At 1am on June 3rd, the day she turned 21, Ms Flavin Sweeney’s readings caused alarm overseas. Later that morning she received a phone
call from an English woman asking that she “please check… please repeat” the report. Examining the barometer again, Ms Flavin Sweeney
and her husband Ted confirmed that a storm would indeed hit the
English Channel on June 5th.
Unknown to her at the time this was the initial date chosen by Allied
command for the invasion of Normandy, France, an operation that
required clear skies for air support and calm water to ensure the safety of water-based landing craft.
The barometer at the remote weather station had shown pressure was
dropping rapidly, indicating a major Atlantic storm was due to arrive
and blow right across western Europe. Based on Ms Flavin’s readings,
US general Dwight D Eisenhower postponed the D-Day landing by 24
hours.
On the anniversary of the D Day Invasion, the 98-year-old, now
Maureen Flavin Sweeney, was awarded a special US House of Representatives honour for her part in the war. Her role was recognised at a
ceremony held at Tí Aire Nursing Home in Belmullet, Co Mayo, where
she now lives.
US Congressman Jack Bergman, who is the highest-ranking veteran to
serve in Congress, wrote on the anniversary of the D-Day landing, that
he was:
“honoured to recognise the service of Maureen Flavin Sweeney, “Her
skill and professionalism were crucial in ensuring Allied victory, and
her legacy will live on for generations to come”.
From the post office in Blacksod, the Sweeney family had been recording the weather every hour throughout the war. They sent their
observations to the Irish Met Service in Dublin, which were then forwarded without their knowledge to the headquarters of the Allied Expeditionary Force in England.
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Ms Flavin Sweeney, who is originally from Co Kerry, did not learn until more than a decade later the influence of her report in 1944.

Blacksod light house in Co. Mayo in Ireland

ADDENDUM
“THE DICE IS ON THE CARPET”
Because of the risk of information falling into the wrong hands, the
Allies could not tell the Resistance when D-Day would be launched.
So, they devised a radio code to warn of their arrival without spoiling
the surprise for the Axis powers.
The BBC’s Jean-Louis Cremieux-Brilhac worked as a secretary for the
Free French Propaganda Committee, and he worked alongside four
or five others to ensure the safety of its citizens. But they also wanted to aid the Allied effort in any way they could, including, serving as
guides to their troops and parachutists; and locating and signalling
traps and minefields.
Other broadcasts targeted resistance groups and Special Operations
Executive handlers, which contained secret “personal messages” for
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the trained ear. They were brief, odd, and humorous, and called for
action or cancellation of a mission to sabotage. “Le lapin a bu un apéritif,” in French translates to “the rabbit drank an aperitif.” Another repeated twice over the radio waves translated to “John has a long mustache.”
Bands of Malestroit resistance fighters received orders from the
French National Council of Resistance pipeline to anticipate daily
broadcasts that instructed them to halt the advances of German reinforcements in Brittany, France.
From June 4 to June 6, three distinct phrases were sent. “The dice are
on the carpet” was the first message to carry out the Green Plan,
which targeted strategic railways and trains carrying supplies.
The Violet Plan involved cutting communication lines and cables to
confuse the Germans. The final message translated to “it’s hot in Suez,” and it called for the 3,500 volunteers to mobilize under the Red
Plan, conducting guerrilla warfare missions.
Famously, Paul Verlaine’s line poem Chanson d’Automne; “Les sanglots longs des violons de l’automne” (the long sobs of violins of autumn), followed by “wound my heart in a monotonous languor”, hinted that the invasion was on their doorstep.
German intelligence listened to the poetry and recognized that it may
have been a message, but they couldn’t decipher who it was intended
for, nor get the warnings to a higher command.
In conclusion, the lighthouse, Maureen Flavin and that phrase, “the
dice is on the carpet”, were important and forgotten parts of the D
Day Invasion. Coded sentences were necessary to keep French resistance workers in the know before D-Day. 'The dice is on the carpet'
was an order to destroy trains and railway lines, whilst 'It's hot in Suez'
instructed them to destroy cable and telephone lines.
Despite years of planning, in the days leading up to the attack, the
Allied invasion would depend on one crucial and uncontrollable factor
- the weather. Many thanks Maureen Flavin.
WE WILL REMEMBER THEM, “LEST WE FORGET”
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COVID SPECIALS
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Australia Day
“Reflect. Respect. Celebrate.” https://www.australiaday.org.au/about/

Australia Day, 26 January, is a
day for Australians to reflect
on what it means to be Australian, to celebrate contemporary Australia and to
acknowledge our history.
Australia Day acknowledges
and celebrates the contribution
that every Australian makes to
our contemporary and dynamic nation. From our Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander people – who
have been here for more than 65,000 years – to those who have lived here
for generations, to those who have come from all corners of the globe to
call our country home.
This resonates strongly with members of the Australian Army who, each
day, are proud to wear the Army uniform and serve the nation at home
and abroad.
Each year members of the Australian Army attend Australia Day ceremonies in the capital cities, where they fire a traditional 21 Gun Salute.
The tradition of the gun salute originated in the early 14th Century, firstly, as ceremonial method of creating noise to honour a guest and, secondly, for the practical purpose of confirming the guns were empty. Salutes
were considered a gesture of friendship and trust, and are always fired
with an odd number of rounds as this was considered lucky.
14

Bass Hill RSL sub-Branch’s
Latest Acquisition

Your Committee decided on your behalf
To display our flag sets
in a correct manner.
We have eight flags and we have
purchased floor flag holders which hold three each
15
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Dad, are we pyromaniacs? Yes, we arson.
What do you call a pig with laryngitis? Disgruntled.
Writing my name in cursive is my signature move.
Why do bees stay in their hives during winter? Swarm.
If you're bad at haggling, you'll end up paying the price.
Just so everyone's clear, I'm going to put my glasses on.
A commander walks into a bar and orders everyone around.
I lost my job as a stage designer. I left without making a scene.
Never buy flowers from a monk. Only you can prevent florist friars.
How much did the pirate pay to get his ears pierced? A buccaneer.
I once worked at a cheap pizza shop to get by. I kneaded the dough.
My friends and I have named our band 'Duvet'. It's a cover band.
I lost my girlfriend's audiobook, and now I'll never hear the end of it.
Why is 'dark' spelled with a k and not c? Because you can't see in the
dark.
Why is it unwise to share your secrets with a clock? Well, time will
tell.
When I told my contractor I didn't want carpeted steps, they gave me a
blank stare.
Bono and The Edge walk into a Dublin bar and the bartender says, "Oh
no, not U2 again."
Prison is just one word to you, but for some people, it's a whole
sentence.
Scientists got together to study the effects of alcohol on a person's
walk, result were staggering.
I'm trying to organize a hide and seek tournament, but good players are
really hard to find.
I got over my addiction to chocolate, marshmallows, and nuts. I won't
lie, it was a rocky road.
What do you say to comfort a friend who's struggling with grammar?
There, their, they're.
I went to the toy store and asked the assistant where the Schwarznegger
dolls are and he replied, "Aisle B, back."
What did the surgeon say to the patient who insisted on closing up their
own incision? Suture self.
I've started telling everyone about the benefits of eating dried grapes.
It's all about raisin awareness.
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NAVY

Nuclear-powered submarines welcomed
By Leading Seaman Kylie Jagiello

https://news.defence.gov.au/people/nuclear-powered-submarines-welcomed

Picture from:
https://
www.abc.net.au/
news/2021-11-30/
aukus-pact-leasingnuclear-submarines
-capability-gapconcerns/100651482

The federal government torpedoed a French deal to chart a new course involving nuclear-powered submarines.(Royal Australian Navy: Able Seaman
James Whittle)

Former Royal Navy (RN) nuclear submarine executive officer, Captain
Henry Finnis (retd), sees the benefits of Australia acquiring the vessels as
he reflects on his career as a submariner.
On September 16, the Prime Minister announced a new trilateral security
partnership between Australia, the United Kingdom and United States,
called AUKUS.
Despite being surprised by the Australian Government’s announcement to
acquire at least eight nuclear-powered submarines for the RAN, Captain
Finnis welcomed the announcement.
“Nuclear-powered submarines will offer much greater flexibility, range,
speed and operational capability than conventionally powered subs,”
Captain Finnis said.
“Given the rapid change in Australia’s strategic circumstances over the
past few years, I can understand why the Australian Government has
made this decision.
“It’s probably one of the most fundamentally defining decisions made by
an Australian government in my memory.”
As a young man, Captain Finnis didn’t see a future in the agricultural
management degree he was studying and walked into a RN recruiting
centre.
He attended Naval College at Dartmouth, South Devon, in 1968,
continuing a family tradition of officers in the army or navy going back to
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1804. “That's perpetuated now with our two sons carrying on the
tradition,” he said.
His sons are both officers in the RAN.
Captain Finnis streamed into submarines in the early 1970s when the RN
was building its nuclear submarine fleet.
“I'd heard a fair bit about what submarines were and it appealed to my
sense of adventure,” Captain Finnis said.
He served in HMS Resolution, HMS Revenge as well as a number of
other British and Canadian submarines.
Initially spending 18 months as executive office on the Porpoise-class
submarine HMS Walrus, Captain Finnis was executive officer of the
Swiftsure-class nuclear submarine HMS Swiftsure in 1978.
The Porpoise-class submarines were the first conventional British
submarines to be built after the end of World War II and HMS Swiftsure
was one of six nuclear-powered submarines that remained in service until
2010.
A number of the Swiftsure-class submarines were upgraded with the
capability to launch Tomahawk cruise missiles and were the first class of
RN submarines to be built with the shrouded pump-jet propulsion system.
Joining the RN as a junior weapons officer, Captain Finnis worked his
way through various jobs, sub-specialising in sonar and underwater
weapons.
He was predominantly involved in operations during the Cold War,
including the UK’s nuclear deterrent.
“When we went off on deterrent patrols it was always for real,” he said.
“It got pretty bloody interesting from time to time.”
Captain Finnis came to Australia in 1980 as part of an exchange program
after completing a Principal Warfare Officer course in the UK.
He was the first RN exchange officer to be posted to a Hobart-class DDG
as a Principal Warfare Officer.
“I spent just under two years on Hobart, during which time we deployed
to the north-west Indian Ocean in 1981,” Captain Finnis said.
At the end of his two-year exchange in 1982, he transferred to the RAN.
Captain Finnis eventually realised his goal of commanding a ship when
he was appointed Commanding Officer of HMAS Fremantle in 1984.
“It was a unique and challenging experience and certainly one of my most
memorable in the RAN,” he said.
Captain Finnis retired late last year from a naval career spanning more
than 50 years.
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ARMY

F90 Assault Rifle

https://www.army-technology.com/projects/f90-assault-rifle/

F90 is a lightweight assault rifle
manufactured by Thales Australia
to provide soldiers with increased
firepower in the battlefield.
The rifle was introduced at the
http://www.sadefensejournal.com/wp/f90mbrEurosatory
International Land and
thales-new-generation-assault-rifle/
Air-Land Defence and Security
Exhibition in Paris, France, in June 2012.
The Australian Department of Defence awarded an A$100m ($73.6m)
contract to Thales Australia for the manufacture and delivery of 30,000
Thales F90 assault rifles, in August 2015. The company delivered 2,500
SL40 grenade launchers, spare parts and a number of ancillaries as part of
the agreement.
The rifles, designated as Enhanced F88 (EF88), were employed by the 1st
Battalion, Royal Australian Regiment of the Australian Army based in
Townsville, Queensland, by the end of 2015.
Thales signed two memorandum of understanding (MoU) agreements
with MKU for the production of optronics and F90 close quarter battle
(CQB) rifles in 2018.
Thales and Kalyani Group entered an agreement for the design,
development and production of the F90 assault rifles, in August 2019.
Details of F90 assault rifle
The new-generation F90 gun is an evolution of the Austeyr F88 assault
rifle, which is operational in more than 30 countries, including Australia
and New Zealand.
F88 was originally designed by Austrian firearms manufacturer Steyr
Mannlicher. It was manufactured and upgraded by Thales Australia under
licence from Steyr Mannlicher at Lithgow Small Arms Factory in New
South Wales.
Thales Australia issued a request for tender seeking suitable surveillance
and target acquisition ancillaries for the rifle in early 2014.
Steyr Mannlicher was selected by Thales Australia to supply a 1.25kg
SL40 grenade launcher for integration on the ADF’s EF88 in January
2014. The rifle achieved provisional design acceptance in the same year.
The EF88 rifles, ordered by the Australian Defence Force (ADF) as part
of the Project Land 125 Phase 3C programme, entered low-rate initial
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production at the Lithgow arms facility in September 2014. They were
delivered in two configurations, F90 and F90M.
F90 rifle variants
The rifle has five variants namely F90, F90(G) (grenade launcher
variant), F90M (Marksman variant with a longer barrel), F90M(G) and
F90CQB (close quarters battle-a carbine).
Design and features of F90 assault rifle
Thales F90’s bullpup design and open architecture allow it to be
configured for a wide range of mission profiles. The rifle has an overall
length of 700mm and a weight of 3.25kg. It is equipped with a 407mmlong fixed and lighter barrel. The barrel lengths of 3.39kg F90M and
3.15kg F90CQB variants are 508mm and 360mm respectively.
The assault rifle provides troops with superior lethality, high-accuracy
and reliability during close quarters combat, as well as longer range
shooting. The rifle is also capable of operating under challenging
environments.
It is provided with cold hammer forged chrome lined barrels in all
configurations for improved barrel life and precision.
Accessories and sights of F90 gun
The assault rifle incorporates a range of improvements, including a
folding cocking handle, modified hammer to improve reliability, extended
ejection port and improved port covers, upgraded gas plug adjustment,
bolt release catch and a modified trigger guard grip access.
It also has an extended Nato standard top rail, Nato standard accessory
rail for laser aimers, improved cheek weld, and improved access to
grenade launcher assembly.
The weapon also features Nato standard tri-rail system for grips, bipods
and visual illumination devices. The butt plate is made from a different
polymer and ribbed materials for a positive grip.
The 4.1kg F90(G) and the 4.34kg F90M(G) variants can be attached with
an integrated, double-action, side opening 40mm x 46mm-calibre grenade
launcher.
An enhanced grenade launcher quadrant sight delivers rapid target
acquisition and fast reaction times. It is compatible with night-vision
goggles and can support operations during low-light / night conditions.
F90 ammunition
The enhanced rifle can load up to 5.56m calibre of ammunition. It is
compatible with all Nato standard ammunition types and successfully
underwent testing with F1, F1A1, M855, SS109, M856, and F3A1
cartridges.
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RAAF

RAAF E-7A WEDGETAIL PARTICIPATES IN
EXERCISE PACIFIC EDGE 21
https://images.defence.gov.au/assets/Home/Search?
Query=20210421raaf8657697_0435.jpg&Type=Filename

A RAAF E-7A Wedgetail flies in formation with Hawaii Air National Guard F-22
Raptors near Oahu, Hawaii on 21 April 2021.

A Royal Australian Air Force (RAAF) E-7A Wedgetail, operated by No.
2 Squadron based at RAAF Base Williamtown, deployed to Hawaii in the
United States to participate in Exercise Pacific Edge 21. The E-7A
provided airborne early warning support to Aviators in the 199th and 19th
Fighter Squadrons (associate Units of the Hawaii Air National Guard)
operating the F-22A Raptor aircraft. The RAAF E-7A Wedgetail is
equipped with a high-powered radar, used to monitor the battlespace and
provide friendly forces with an advantage over their opponents. EX PE21
was held to enhance air-combat proficiencies through the integration of
allied Units to further the interoperability between bilateral aircraft.
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Americans Return for Exercise Teak Action
By Eamon Hamilton

https://www.airforce.gov.au/news-and-events/news/americans-return-exercise-teak-action

The return of Exercise Teak Action has strengthened ties between Air
Force’s No. 37 Squadron and its United States Air Force (USAF) counterparts.
Held from RAAF Base Richmond over June 24 to July 2, the bilateral
exercise focused on airborne operations training to airfields across regional New South Wales.
The USAF’s 353rd Special Operations Group (SOG) brought three MC130J Commando II aircraft and approximately 100 personnel from Kadena Air Force Base in Okinawa.
Together with No. 37 Squadron C-130J Hercules crews, they flew complex training scenarios to deliver people and cargo under challenging circumstances, and bring them home safely.
Both units have conducted annual training and other engagement activities together since 2016, although CoVID-19 led the exercise to be cancelled in 2020.
Wing Commander Anthony Kay, Commanding Officer No.37 Squadron,
said his unit appreciated the 353rd SOG making the trip to Australia for
Exercise Teak Action.
“Their willingness to complete the quarantine as a condition of entry
highlights the value they place on training with us, and in particular the
importance of the relationship between Australian and US Forces,” Wing
Commander Kay said.
“Both parties learned an immense amount and achieved a lot in a surprisingly short time, ultimately planning and integrating together as smoothly
as two Australian units normally would.”
“Despite the challenges that CoVID provided, I’m confident both teams
are looking forward to the next iteration, and we’re really grateful for the
time they took to come and work with us.”
Exercise Teak Action included scenarios with No. 3 Aeromedical Evacuation Squadron and No. 1 Security Forces Squadron.
For No. 37 Squadron, the exercise allowed its newly-established Combat
System Operator (CSO) workforce to be mentored by experienced CSOs
with the 353d SOG.
A subset of the Air Mobility Officer role, the CSO is responsible for operation various communication systems, sensors, and other specialist
equipment on the C-130J.
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LAST POST
Irene Spiteri
Widow of Charlie Spiteri

May She Rest in Peace
STOP PRESS
Please write these dates in your Diary
Australia Day Luncheon on Sunday, 30 January, 2022 at 11am
Annual General Meeting on Sunday, 27 February, 2022 at

10am Start.
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