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BN EDITORIAL** Gary Roser, Editor

5@\_@% It’s been a hard time during the Committee Sub-Branch
W5 Y Covid Lockdown for many of| Mondays 5:00pm |Sundays 10:30am
: A J’{ you. I don’t know how business 18 October Nil
will recover.

The motto of the RSL is “The Price of

Liberty is Eternal Vigilance”. That was

chosen after World War One when| 22 November Nil
Australians  had fought against

oppression. Many of those Australians| |7 January, 2022 |23 January, 2022

and their sons and daughters fought the

VNN

Sub-Branch Meetings

10.40am, 11 November
“Remembrance Day”

Axis powers in World War Two, then subsequently against communism in
Korea, Malaya, Vietnam and terrorism in other countries.

I mention this as the western world is still counteracting communist ideals. The
Chinese Communist Party is rattling their sword physically in the South China
Sea by claiming the whole sea and every island in it as their territory.
Additionally they are attempting to take over financially smaller countries
economically, including Australia. Their restrictions on trade with Australia
have made our primary and secondary trading partners here very hard to survive.
Then there is the Wuhan virus. Is it biological warfare with the west? [ have my
opinion. Whilst China is a trading partner, never trust communism. It is an evil
regime.

**The editorial is entirely my own opinion and does not reflect the Sub-Branch Executive.
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PRESIDENT’S REPORT

Please join with me in congratulation our secretary on
achieving Life Membership in the RSL. Well done
Gary.

At long last we have reached the end of this 100+ days
lockdown and I trust that all of you will again meet with
our live ones and friends at our respective coffee shops,
restaurants, and clubs. My thanks again to our long-
suffering Secretary both to his dedication in producing the monthly
magazines and the ongoing secretarial work.

With the final lifting of restrictions in December and starting out on the
roadmap to a normality the following events for our Sub-Branch to be
confirmed at a spe01al senior executive meeting this commg Thursday
will be Monday, 18" October 5pm Committee Meeting, 11" November
Remembrance Day, the second Sunday in December we have permission
from the club to hold either a Luncheon or General Meeting (details for
this will be communicated to you asap).

By the following picture you will see that I need a haircut. I have never
had my hair this long. Ralph

Hay cung to1 chiic mung thu ky cua ching t61 da dat duge Tu cach Thanh
vién Cudc song trong RSL. Pugc 161, Gary.

Cudi cling thi chiing t6i cling di két thiic thoi gian khoa hon 100 ngay
nay va toi tin jcu:c"mg rang tat ca cac ban s€ gap lai nhiing ngu:(‘yi than va
ban bé tryc tiep cua chung t6i tai cac quan ca phe nha hang va cau lac bd
tuong U:ng cua ching t61. Mot lan nira, to1 Xin gu:1 101 cam on t61 Thu ky
lau dai cta chung t6i ca veé su cong hién ctia anh 4 ay trong viéc san xuat
c4c tap chi hang thang va cong viéc thu ky dang dién ra.



Vi viée di bo cac han ché 1an dau tién vao thang 12 va bét dau trén 16
trinh tr¢ thanh binh thuong, céc sy kién sau day cho Chi nhanh cua ching
to1 s€ dugc xac nhan tai cuc hop dieu hanh cap cao dac biét vao thir Nam
to1 day s€ 1a Tha Hai, 18 thang 10, 5 gio chiéu Cudc hop di€u hanh, Ngay
tuéng nh¢ 11 thang 11, Cha nhat thir hai cta thang 12, chiing t61 dugc cau
lac b cho phép t6 chirc Ti¢c trura hodc Dai hoi (chi tiét ve viéc nay s€
duogc thong bao cho ban trong thoi gian sém nhat).

Béng hinh 4nh sau day, ban s¢ thdy rang t6i can cit toc. Toi chua bao gid
de toc dai nhu thé n
Ralph

WARNING - DARK HUMOUR :
KAMIKAZE PILOT

| went for a Chinese last night and
got chatting to the waiter.

He told me he lived in Japan during
the war and was a kamikaze pilot
and his code name was ‘Chow Mein.’
| said, ‘Correct me if I'm wrong, but
didn’t kamikaze pilots sacrifice their
own lives?’ To which he replied,
‘Yes, but | was Chicken Chow Mein.’

www.clivewardauthor.co
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Never leave home
without a kiss, a

hug and an “I love

you”. Then remove

| : the dog hair from

The _ your mouth as you

SCOTIISH VArRIANT

walk to the car.

At least you can hear it coming.




SECRETARY’S REPORT

Absolutely nothing to report during Covid. Although I
have been informed that my Life Membership has been
approved. I would like to thank Ron, Ralph and all of
the sub-Branch Members for nominating me. 1 will
proudly wear the Life Member’s RSL badge.

During covid we lost one of our Life Members, Charlie %
Spiteri. Most won’t know Charlie as he hasn’t been here
to a meeting for years since his stroke. When I first joined Charlie was
the Committeeman who handed out the lunch tickets in the days of finger
food.

Gary Roser, Hon. Secretary

What a great poem by the late
Spike Milligan about smiling
Smiling is infectious

You catch it like the flu

* When someone smiled at me today
I started smiling too 4
9

“‘\\

[ walked around the corner
And someone saw me grin

4 When he smiled I realised
. Thad passed it on to him

b thought about the smile
And then realised its worth 4
A single smile like mine -t ‘./ )
P @/ Could travel round the earth =

-t So if you feel a smile begin
3 Don't leave it undetected

®)
o

Start an epidemic
And get the world infected.
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Do you know
' how weird it
\ ) is being the
Y™ T same age as
( -M .

ToCgponter g
"In the old days, your Grandma and | gl M Y, SIMON Yol
watched TV with rabbit ears.” A Bul C%g:é{;gééi‘%i\g%‘sm 7
- ] A\ BROUG \ N... '\ AFRAID
— | YOU'LL HEVE T0

Be SeeN N PUBLIC
WITH US.

: | that rock with this stick, T
li‘ A S Could knock it
£ ,’ﬁ; ihlo ”)u‘ t‘l')‘,/J p

P —

y

{ You know, if Twere 1o hit )

My wife was hinting about what she wanted for our upcoming anniversary.

She said, "I want something shiny that goes from 0 to 150 in about 3
seconds."

I bought her a bathroom scale. And then the fight started
6




MRS. TACOBS... YOUR SON WAS IN AN
ACC\DENT...AND I'M SORRY BUT

o)) HE'S...HEW
= AV~ —~. @ 2

EMER |GENCY
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Wk Py @ ek
YO0 Mt P Duat v Ot GO
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COFFEE IN HAND, SUPPLIES AT THE READY,
ALICE SETTLES IN, WATTING FOR THE
FIRST TELEMARKETER TO CALL.

\ il |/ :
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- i

Still a goodRu

Piston needs special attention

- ey '
Exhaust problems AR & HANGNAL A HAMMERTOR AND CHINGI.E0



AUSTRALIANS AND BOMBER COMMAND

By GARETH MCCRAY OAM FEATURE
https://www.facebook.com/groups/163434587113422/ ARTICLE

permalink/4249513648505475/

Popular memory of Australia’s role in World War 11, focuses largely on
those who fought close to home in the Pacific — the experiences of
Australians at Kokoda, the Burma-Thailand Railway and Changi, for
example, are widely known. Australian service in Europe, however, is
often overlooked. While the threat symbolised by such events as the
bombing of Darwin and the midget submarine attack on Sydney Harbour
is powerful, Australia played an important role in a wider struggle — not
just against Japanese militarism in our region, but also against Nazism
and fascism in occupied Europe.

From 1942, Australia's main contribution to the war against Germany was
made by the RAAF. With 27,500 Australian airmen serving in 300
different Royal Air Force squadrons, alongside Brits, Canadians and New
Zealanders, experiences were diverse.

Australians served in Bomber Command, Fighter Command, Coastal
Command, Transport Command and Training Command. Casualties
were high, accounting for nearly 20 per cent of all Australian combat
deaths of the war. Of the 10,000 Australians who served in Bomber
Command, more than one in three were killed.

In World War II there were over 125,000 airmen who served in the RAF;
Approximately 10,000 were Australian. In fact, RAF Bomber Command
was predominantly made up of British, Australian and Canadian airmen

©Australian Airmen of RAF Bomber Command
#AnzacAtHome2020 YOUTUBE
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https://www.facebook.com/groups/163434587113422/permalink/4249513648505475/
https://www.facebook.com/groups/163434587113422/permalink/4249513648505475/
https://www.youtube.com/hashtag/anzacathome2020

who were later assisted by the US Air Force following America’s entry
into the war after the bombing of Pearl Harbor by the Japanese.

Of the 50,000+ killed in action, 3480 were Australians, along with
another 650 who died in training accidents in the United Kingdom,
accounting for 10% of Australia’s total number of combat deaths in
World War II — an even more disproportionate number of losses
considering just 2% of Australia’s forces were part of Bomber Command.

But it wasn’t only air crew who died in Bomber Command. The ground
crew who worked tirelessly to maintain the aircraft and airfield, despite
these being relentlessly targeted by the Luftwaffe, were also killed.

The most skilled and highly trained aircrews spent up to two years
training before flying combat operations with Bomber Command. Flights
lasted up to 12 hours, mostly at night, in unpressurised and ear-splittingly
loud aircraft, working in cramped spaces and freezing conditions, at times
coming under attack from ground fire and enemy fighters. Many aircraft
were shot down, casualties were severe, and the stress and trauma that
came from the recurring battles in the night skies of Germany took its toll.
An entire aircrew could be wiped out in an instant, or a lone survivor
taken prisoner, left to ask why he alone of his six crewmates was spared.

The Australians in RAF Bomber Command units were recruited through
three main avenues. Some who joined the RAAF accepted Short Service
Commissions in the RAF. Others joined the RAF in response to
recruiting notices published in Australia, while the final group, living in
Britain, had joined the RAF directly rather than coming home and going
through the Empire Air Training Scheme. Some Australian pilots
transferred to RAAF Squadrons when they were raised, while others
chose to remain within the RAF for the duration of the war.

©Australian Airmen of RAF Bomber Command
#AnzacAtHome2020 YOUTUBE
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https://www.youtube.com/hashtag/anzacathome2020

The men of Bomber Command were younger on average than other men
who served in World War II. Most were between 19 and 25 years of age.
Invariably, they were some of the fittest and brightest of their generation
attracted to the prestige of the air force following development of air
travel after World War One and the misguided belief that they were
somehow safer in the air than they would have been on the ground; a
belief they quickly came to realize as false.

Many Australians joined up under the Empire Air Training Scheme as
agreed between Australian and British WWII commands in December
1939. The Empire Air Training Scheme was established to supply trained
Dominion aircrew to the RAF. Under the scheme Britain had committed
to providing the industrial capacity to build and supply aircraft while
Australia, New Zealand and Canada, amongst other Commonwealth
nations, would supply a proportion of the pilots and ground crews needed
to fly them.

The first Australian Training Schools were established in 1940. They
were set up in South Australia at Victor Harbour, Mallala, Mount
Gambier and Port Pirie.

Once trained the men of the RAAF embarked for Britain on a transport or
Merchant Navy ship on a voyage that took approximately 2 months to
complete. Upon arrival they were generally sent to the Australian Section
of the No. 3 Personnel Reception Centre in England, to await allocation to
an RAF unit.

Sea voyages were invariably treacherous and some transports either
encountered delays, or in some cases, never made it to their destination.
The Merchant navy ship The Memnon for example, left Port Pirie with
six RAAF Sergeants on board only to be torpedoed by a U-boat off the
coast of Africa. After thirteen days adrift in lifeboats, the survivors were
taken prisoner by the Vichy French. In the end these men were released
and were able to continue to their final destination in England.

Final training was completed within RAF squadrons with many of the
Australian’s dispersed rather than retained in the groups in which they
had arrived. Some Australian air crew completed their final training in
Canada.

Upon arriving in the UK, some Australian trained fighter pilots were
required to either wait for a position as a fighter pilot to ‘become
available’ or take up the option of joining Bomber Command, which had
a need for more men at that time.

The first RAAF Squadron to be established was No. 455 Squadron, raised
10



in Williamstown, NSW on 23 May 1941. The RAF assigned the
455 Squadron to its Swinderby Base in the UK, where it began
assembling on 6 June 1941. The first plane arrived on 10 July,
contributing to the Squadron’s delay in undertaking its first bombing raid
on 29 August, 1941 over Frankfurt in Germany. On 27 April 1942, 455
Squadron transferred to Coastal Command and focused on coastal
bombing runs using torpedos. At one stage it was relocated to Russia to
support Allied shipping access to Murmansk.

A second Australian squadron, No. 458 Squadron, was formed at
Holme-on-Spalding Moor in East Riding, Yorkshire. Due to the
existence of Wellington aircraft, this unit experienced no delays and
458 Squadron ran a successful three month strategic bombing campaign
against Germany.

By 24 November 1941, 458 Squadron had grown so large that 4 of its
officers and 117 of its airmen were transferred to create
No. 460 Squadron. Those who remained in 458 Squadron were later
re-allocated to the Middle East, and by January 1942 flew missions over
Malta, Egypt, Libya, Tunisia, Algeria, Sardinia, Corsica, Italy, France and
Gibraltar.

460 Squadron took part in some of the most famous air battles of WWII,
including providing support at the D-Day landings and bombing of
Berlin.  Although originally equipped with the Vickers Wellington
aircraft, the Squadron was later supplied with Handley Page Halifax and
Arvo Lancasters.

460’s motto “Strike and Return” rang true as the Squadron maintained
consistently higher serviceability rates among its aircraft and set
numerous operational records within Bomber Command. In fact,
460 Squadron flew the most bombing raids of any squadron in WWII and
was credited with the greatest tonnage of bombs dropped overall at
24,856 tons.

The famous Lancaster ‘G for George’, on display at the Australian War
Memorial, flew with No. 460 Squadron and remains one of the museum’s
most popular exhibits. Formed in Molesworth in Huntingdonshire on
15 November 1941, the Squadron commenced operations with the raid on
Emden, Germany on 12 March 1942.

But 460 Squadron paid a terrible price for its fame, losing a total of 181
aircraft and suffering 1,018 fatalities — 589 of which were Australian — the
highest number of any squadron in WWIL.

There were many more RAAF Squadrons who took their place amongst a
11



total of 500 RAF Squadrons who made up RAF Bomber Command.

For the men of Bomber Command each mission was kept top secret until
the day of the raid. Each day air crew would check the battle order to see
which men were required to run missions that day. If their name
appeared on the list, they were restricted to base — unable to leave for any
reason. This was because earlier in the war, it was believed German spies
had intercepted information that enabled them to target locations that
pilots were known to frequent.

Raids later in the war often contained between 200 — 1,000 planes, so
having precise information was very important. The bombing window
usually lasted 20 minutes. This meant all Bomber Command planes flew
in close proximity to each other. The window was measured from the
first bomber that dropped its payload to the last bomber passing over the
target. Despite being in different formations, at different altitudes, when
a plane went down either due to mechanical failure or enemy
intervention, it was a very real risk to other planes in the formation.
Many accidents occurred, especially on the ‘dog legs’ with whole crew
watching out to make sure other aircraft were not too close. It only took
one pilot to make a slight deviation, at a second too early or too late, to
cause a catastrophic collision.

Early in the war, due to heavy losses on daytime raids, Bomber Command
started flying most missions at night under the cover of darkness. Once
they left England, crews were instructed to turn off all lights both inside
and outside their aircraft. Pilots had to know instinctively where their
instruments were, and to find throttles, steering, and other levers and
buttons by feel. The only exception was the navigator, who could use a
small pin light to work by, while surrounded by curtains on all sides.

German fighter planes such as the Messerschmitt Me 262, were usually
quicker and more manoeuvrable, shooting down many Allied aircraft.
Bomber Command ran limited day time raids for this reason until late
1944 and 1945 when the Luftwaffe’s ability to attack in large formations
was reduced. Anti-aircraft guns were also a major risk because the Allied
aircraft were required to maintain a certain altitude and line while
dropping bombs, making them an easier target for guns on the ground.

In May 1942, the first thousand bomber raid was launched against
Cologne. The sheer scale of these raids shocked Germany but
unfortunately instead of being a decisive blow to morale that would end
the war as had been hoped, it only served to strengthen the resolve of the
German people.

12



Ultimately however, the raids on Germany did much to divert men and
munitions from other war fronts enabling the Allies to gain the edge they
needed to prevail. Historian Hank Nelson’s paper titled “A different war:
Australians in Bomber Command” which he presented at the 2003
History Conference — Air War Europe, provides an excellent insight into
this highly contested subject.

Another famous Bomber Command raid was that of the Dambusters,
made all the more famous by the Hollywood film of the same name. This
raid launched in May 1943 involved the use of a new weapon called the
‘bouncing bomb’ used on the dams in the Ruhr Valley (Germany’s
industrial heartland).

Often referred to as Happy Valley by the men of Bomber Command,
many Allied aircraft were lost in this heavily defended valley due to the
strategic importance it held for the Germans. Heavily bombed during the
war, it consisted of many industrial targets including the world’s largest
steel works. Bomber Command was awarded a Battle Honour for actions
taken against Germany in the Ruhr Valley.

A Tour of Duty usually consisted of 30 sorties (raids). Except in
exceptional circumstances, once an Aircrew had completed a tour, it was
required to rest for a minimum six months. During this time the crew
would undertake other tasks such as transport, instructing or further
training. The chance of completing a tour is reported at being 1 in 3. The
chance of surviving a second tour of 20 sorties, just 1 in 2.

One of the last major missions undertaken by Bomber Command was
Operation MANNA. Those who took part completed 3000 sorties
dropping more than 7,000 tonnes of vital food supplies to the Netherlands
following its liberation. Some Bomber Command crews also took part in
repatriating Prisoners of War from Europe.

The men of Bomber Command were a special breed. They needed nerves
of steel and a remarkable courage to continue against all odds. They can
share harrowing stories of survival, including escapes from enemy
territory that were not thought possible, as a result the men of Bomber
Command have received many commendations and battle honours — far
too many to mention here.

Most Australians know the meaning of Gallipoli, and many have some
understanding of what their countrymen achieved at places like Tobruk
and the Kokoda Trail. It's unlikely, though, that more than a handful have
any appreciation of either the sacrifice or the contribution to victory made
by the 13,000 or so Australian airmen who served with Bomber
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Command during World War II.

Street names at Australia's premier military training establishment, the
Australian Defence Force Academy in Canberra, honour notable wartime
actions. While every one of those actions was a matter of life or death for
the men involved, when measured against the broader sweep of history
some scarcely merit the description 'battle’. It might seem remarkable,
therefore, that three of the greatest battles in which Australians have
fought aren't acknowledged.

Those three battles all took place in the skies over Germany during World
War II, and were fought by the men of the RAF's Bomber Command,
many of whom were members of the RAAF.

The first was the Battle of the Ruhr from March to July 1943, the second
the Battle of Hamburg from 24 July to 3 August 1943, and the third the
Battle of Berlin from November 1943 to March 1944.

The outstanding RAAF unit of the war was No. 460 Squadron, which
took its twin—engine Wellingtons to war for the first time in a strike
against Emden on 12/13 March 1942. Only two months later, on
May 30/31, the squadron contributed eighteen aircraft to the dramatic
thousand—bomber attack on Cologne.

No0.460 Squadron, which by then was flying the premier bomber of the
war, the four—engine Avro Lancaster, and, together with other RAAF
units, was in the vanguard of Bomber Command's operations.

During the autumn and winter of 1943—44, which culminated in the Battle
of Berlin, the Australian squadrons typically provided about 10 per cent
of the main bomber force.

Four RAAF squadrons fought in Bomber Command's worst night of the
war, the notorious strike against Nuremberg on 30/31 March 1944 when
ninety—five of 608 aircraft — almost 16 per cent — were lost. The 545
allied airmen who died in the space of about eight hours exceeded the 507
killed during the entire Battle of Britain. Five of the RAAF's sixty—seven
aircraft were shot down.

The critical point is that they fought in almost every notable operation. In
addition to the fearful campaign against German cities, RAAF aircrew
attacked the enemy's railways, roads and bridges; oil refineries and
storage facilities; factories; submarine pens; secret weapon sites; army
formations; warships; and canals.

Thirteen Australians serving with the RAF’s No. 617 Squadron took part
in the famous dam busters raid on 16/17 May 1943, including two of the
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war’s greatest bomber pilots, Flight Lieutenants Mickey Martin and
David Shannon. Other RAAF crews dropped 5,500kg Tallboy bombs
on viaducts and 10,000kg Grand Slam bombs on bridges; while
No. 456 Squadron's achievement in laying 256 mines in August 1944 was
a Command record.

In 2005, the Australian War Memorial unveiled a commemorative
sculpture by artist, Neil Dawson honouring the contribution made by
Australia’s RAAF air and ground crew who served and died with Bomber
Command during the Second World War.

The Queen opened a memorial to Bomber Command in Green Park in
London on 28 June, 2012. To quote historian Dr Alan Stephens:

“no single group of Australians from any service did more to help
win World War II than the men who fought in Bomber Command”.

Distinguished South Australian Bomber Command veteran, former
Squadron Leader David Leicester DFC* OAM, was invited to recite the
Ode of Remembrance at the ceremony and was presented to Her Majesty
the Queen.

On 4 October, 2013 an exhibition about Australians who flew with
Bomber Command was opened at the Shrine of Remembrance in
Victoria. The exhibition highlighted the courage and determination of the
Australian Aircrew who flew with RAF Bomber Command deep into
Germany and enemy occupied Europe during the Second World War.

The pattern of relatively small numbers of personnel making a significant
contribution to the outcome of an operation or campaign has been a
familiar theme throughout Australian military history.

We can never overemphasise the contribution made by these Australian
airmen, and mere statistics do not convey the true extent of their service
and sacrifice.

PER ARDUA AD ASTRA

Geoffrey Swindells of Bomber Command wrote several poems reflecting
on his wartime experiences, including:

Bomber Command — (High above Germany)

FEW SURVIVED. The ones who died went to the

Well once too often — caught in the

Roulette wheel of flack, fighters,

mid-air collisions, engine failure. Sometimes it was their
first raid, sometimes their last. Well I remember !

15



Then the next raid, another night,

Searchlights flicked across the belly of the aircraft,

Blue, radar-controlled — a Master Beam.

Instantly lights from all around the target found our aircraft —
Perspex that glittered in the apex of the beams.

Flack poured up the cone —

88mm canon fire, accurate, bracketing the plane.
Their gunners had plenty of practise.

The acrid smell of explosives — “Jesus Christ!

I must have been crazy to volunteer for this!
Down went the nose, speed, more

Speed. Pilot and engineer both at the controls.

We dived 8,000 feet. We lost the lights.

Night vision Slowly returned. We had to get height.

We laboured upwards. Then into target again and there were so
Many bombers. Flack! Searchlights! Flares!

Falling bombs! “Bomb the green TI’s!” called the Master Bomber.
“Stand by!” “The TI’s are knocked out. Orbit! Orbit!

Then standby, don’t bomb. We hated this, going round again.
Hundreds of aircraft circling the city,

batteries of guns throwing up shells.

Fighters looking for our silhouettes against the glare

And the sky was burning. “Left! Left!” called the Bomb
Aimer — “Steady!” Then — “Bombs gone.” Then —
“steady” again for the photo flash! Steady! Steady!” —
Four thousand pounders, bundles of incendiaries. Cities

On fire — homes — shops — gardens — men — women —
Thousands! Were they like us? Did Hamburg, Munich, Berlin,
Brunswick equal Coventry, Bristol, London?

We turned west. Leaving the rage

of fire behind us. Our home Base lay that way.

We settled down to fly over the North Sea.

We made Base at dawn, interrogation by Intelligence Officers.
“Did you bomb the TI’s ?

Was the target heavily defended? Cloud cover?

How many combats? How much opposition?

Were the forecasts accurate?

The words falling away like a stick of incendiaries.

Finally breakfast and bed.

Probably the next night we will do it all again.

(TI’s stands for ‘target indicators’ dropped on the aiming point for the main force.)
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A Message for Ron Duckworth

Finally found out why the fish were'nt
bitting..

“O.K., now, when a teacher comes
out, everybody look straight up.”

|

- 4 ] 4 .J
‘ . 4 ..“*‘
€ A man has six items in his bathroom:
toothbrush and toothpaste, shaving cream,
razor, a bar of soap, and a towel.
€ The average number of items in the
typical woman's bathroom is 337. A man
would not be able to identify more than
20 of these items.
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NAVY Shepparton the First Lady of the Fleet

https://news.defence.gov.au/service/shepparton-first-lady-fleet

By Able Seaman Emily Wain and Able Seaman Rebecca Churches

HMAS Shepparton's Hydrographic Department proudly displays
the First Lady of the Fleet plaque at HMAS Cairns.

Paluma-class survey motor launch HMAS Shepparton 11 is the new First
Lady of the Fleet.

The title, recognising the longest-serving commissioned ship in the fleet,
was handed over to Shepparton at a ceremony at HMAS Cairns following
the decommissioning of HMA Ships Paluma and Mermaid in September.
Commanding Officer Shepparton Lieutenant Commander Andrew Shiels
said the vessel was in her 31% year of commissioned service and the crew
was honoured to take possession of the prized First Lady of the Fleet
plaque.

“The previous First Lady, HMAS Paluma, served the fleet with pride
until its recent decommissioning and we will aim to continue the tradition
as we fulfil our hydrographic role within the fleet,” Lieutenant
Commander Shiels said.

The plaque is made up of pieces from previously decommissioned ships.

The voice pipe and base are from HMAS Sydney 1V, the border from
HMAS Gladstone and the corner pieces from HMAS Duchess.

The plaque also features an image of Nancy Bentley, from Tasmania, who
is recognised as being the first female to serve in the Navy.
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In 1920, six-year-old Nancy was bitten by a snake and was in urgent need
of medical treatment.

Looking for help, her father rowed her to HMAS Sydney I at anchor off
Port Arthur.

At the time, medical treatment in the Navy was reserved for members of
the ship’s company, so the commanding officer of Sydney ordered that
Nancy be formally enlisted in the RAN so she could receive medical care.

The tradition of awarding the First Lady of the Fleet title began in 1997 to
recognise Nancy’s story.

HMAS Shepparton 11 was built in Adelaide and commissioned on
January 24, 1990.

Shepparton is a 36.6m, 325-tonne catamaran designed for coastal
surveying in waters around Australia and Papua New Guinea.

Originally painted white, the ship adopted her Navy grey colours in 2002
to reflect her role informing maritime warfare through data collection.

The ship continues to play an important role providing maritime
environmental data for navigational charts and publications.

The ship also provides hydrographic support to operations and exercises.

In 2000, Shepparton deployed in company with HMAS Benalla to Timor-
Leste on Operation Tangar.

As the new First Lady of the Fleet, Shepparton's crew will continue to
live up to the ship’s motto of ‘By Wisdom and Courage’.

ADF vaccination teams
making a difference

https://news.defence.gov.au/service/adf-
vaccination-teams-making-difference

By Lieutenant
Brendan Trembath

ADF Vaccination Outreach
Teams have administered more
than 46,000 COVID-19 vaccines

Navy medic Seaman Alana Leonard,
from HMAS Penguin, administers a

in more than 30 regional and
remote NSW communities since
late August, making a big
difference to vaccination rates.

COVID-19 vaccination at the
Vaccination Outreach Clinic at the
Nyngan Showgrounds, NSW, Photo:
Chief Petty Officer Cameron Martin



ARMY |Celebrating generations of fathers

By Captain Kristen Cleland

https://news.defence.gov.au/people/celebrating-generations-fathers

Trevor, left, Allan and
Wayne — three generations
of Beales in the Army.
Trevor and Wayne
currently serve as
reservists with the 8"/7"
Y & Battalion,

% ~ : “.:’l Royal Victoria Regiment.

\‘ L\ ; ‘i
Three generations of men from the same family have served with

Victoria’s 4th Brigade, and this Father’s Day, the brigade celebrated the
Beales family, along with all the other fathers in the Australian Army.

Retired Warrant Officer Class 2 Allan Beales forged a path for both his
son and his grandson thanks to his long service with both the 4th Brigade
and the wider Army.

After nearly 20 years, Mr Beales served his final years in the Army with
the 8"/7" Battalion, Royal Victoria Regiment, where both his son,
Sergeant Trevor Beales, and grandson, Sergeant Wayne Beales, are
currently serving.

Trevor, who joined in 1982 with the hope of staying in just long enough
to buy his first car, has since served on many exercises and deployments,
and has now been serving alongside Wayne since 2002.

Being multi-generational, Trevor explained it was easy to understand
what was going on, and they have the ability to “talk shop”, be it on an
€XErcise, Courses or OVerseas.

“Serving with my father, and years later with my son in the same unit,
and at times the same sub-unit, has been a proud time for me,” Trevor
said.

“I have learnt a lot from my father about commitment, loyalty and service
of country, town, and family.

“He has always been there whenever he was needed, and his sense of
humour has carried throughout all three generations.”
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Wayne and Trevor have served overseas on two deployments with Army
to the Solomon Islands in 2009 and 2010, and even met during a
handover of force rotations in Timor-Leste in 2012.

With so many Beales in the unit, it would be understandable for people to
get them mixed up, especially when the story of the signature moustache
is factored in.

Wayne said that when he and his father deployed to the Solomon Islands
together, he grew a moustache and his father shaved his off.

“It caused chaos between our mates as they were constantly confusing
us,” Wayne said.

With a laundry list of accomplishments longer than most, the three
generations of Beales can also claim a total of more than 70 years in the
public service between them; currently, both Trevor and Wayne have
established careers in the area of corrections in Victoria.

Wayne said it had been an honour to serve alongside his father for so
many years.

“It’s something to look back and feel proud about,” he said.

“While it may seem unusual, it feels normal to me for us both to have the
same occupation for both our Army and civilian careers.

“I do recognise, however, that it’s something rather special.”

Although Trevor said they don’t always get to celebrate on days like
Father’s Day, particularly since the COVID-19 pandemic, the Beales
family celebrate their accomplishments and relationships throughout the
year, as it’s important to celebrate the milestones.

For Wayne, the family service reflects how people are shaped by those
around you and who are involved in your life.

“Dad has been very supportive and involved in my life, so without these
influences I wouldn’t be the person I am today,” Wayne said.

“The best thing about him is that, even in the worst of situations, you feel
you have his support and together we can overcome any obstacles, with
the least amount of resistance.

“All of that is why it is really worth celebrating my father.”
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RAAF Wedgetail's keen eye valuable in Alaska

By Flying Officer Bronwyn Marchant

hitps://news.defence.gov.au/international/wedgetails-keen-eye-valuable-alaska

Royal Australian Air Force No. 2 Squadron E-7A4 Wedgetail takes off

at Eielson Air Force Base in Alaska, United States.
Photo: Flying Officer Bronwyn Marchant

A Royal Australian Air Force No. 2 Squadron E-7A Wedgetail crew
provided advanced battlespace management within a multinational
environment during Exercise Red Flag Alaska 21-3 in August.

The E-7A crew utilised the aircraft's advanced communication and
surveillance systems to coordinate both fourth- and fifth-generation
combat aircraft from the United States Air Force and the RAAF,
operating out of Joint Base Elmendorf-Richardson, Alaska, United States.

No. 2 Squadron Detachment Commander Squadron Leader John
Thornton said the E-7A Wedgetail provided long-range early detection of
simulated adversary aircraft within the airspace, increasing the situational
awareness of air combat operations.

“Exercise Red Flag Alaska was a bilateral exercise where we integrated
different platforms from both the United States Air Force and the Royal
Australian Air Force,” Squadron Leader Thornton said.

“The mission profiles included both defensive and offensive counter air
mission sets against a simulated adversary, to ensure we are fully
integrated and can operate effectively as international partners.”

22


https://news.defence.gov.au/international/wedgetails-keen-eye-valuable-alaska

The E-7A Wedgetail significantly increases the effectiveness of all assets
operating within the combat environment, an advantage which Red Flag
Alaska sought to further develop in an effort to enhance the RAAF’s air
combat capability.

Squadron Leader Thornton said the exercise not only strengthened the
relationships and interoperability with the United States Air Force, but
also provided critical training for No. 2 Squadron crews.

“The airspace in Alaska is unlike any other in the world. It allows us to
test our capabilities and conduct upgrades and category assessments on
our crews,” Squadron Leader Thornton said.

“The training that we achieved during the exercise is essential in ensuring
that we can execute the command and control function that an airborne
early warning and control platform would be expected to deliver in a real
life scenario.”

Flag Alaska provided No. 2 Squadron E-7A Wedgetail pilot Flight
Lieutenant Jayden Lee with essential training as he upgrades from
domestic to international captaincy.

“Red Flag Alaska gave me the opportunity to conduct international
training and transit, as well as experience participating in an international
large-force employment exercise,” Flight Lieutenant Lee said.

“Training in Australia is fantastic, but the opportunity to travel overseas
and train in a multinational exercise really develops the skill set of our
personnel and ultimately what the squadron is capable of achieving.”

Q: How do you know if there is a fighter pilot at your party?
A: He'll tell you.

Q: What's the difference between God and fighter pilots
A: God doesn't think he's a fighter pilot.

Q: What's the difference between a fighter pilot and a jet engine?
A: A jet engine stops whining when the plane shuts down.

| live in a semi rural area. We recently had a new neighbour call the
local council office to request the removal of the WOMBAT
CROSSING sign on our road.

The reason: 'Too many wombats are being hit by cars out here! |
don't think this is a good place for them to be crossing anymore.'

Story from Collingwood, Melbourne.
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Covid restrictions only allow a

maximum of 20 people 1n one

group. Therefore meetings are
not possible at this stage.

We will advise of any changes
as soon as they occur.
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