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As you all know as Members of Mondays 5:00pm Sundays 10:30am
the League, the motto is:
“The price of liberty is eternal vigilance”

TO BE ADVISED
Now anything that ruins our way of
Australian life, whether local or any other place in Australia, we need to be
involved.
I am not political, nor sectarian, however I am prepared to speak up as an
individual when the time comes.
Some, who are on Facebook, or on my Email list who live in our sub-Branch
immediate area, may have already received the news about the redevelopment of
Chester Square in Chester Hill.
The developer wants to build up to 18 storeys high, 633 residential units and
have commercial and public utilities at ground level. Currently they can build
up to 6 storeys and I believe that should be the limit. Anything else is greed.
Now if this goes ahead it will effect the life of every local resident in the area.
Isn’t that eternal vigilance?
For the sake of a peaceful life in our village that would turn out to be a slum
with washing displayed from 633 units, I ask you to think whether you are for or
against it.
**The editorial is entirely my own opinion and does not reflect the Sub-Branch Executive.
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PRESIDENT’S REPORT
Again, I wish you and your love ones all the best and keep
safe. It is now seven months since we had to shut down and
go into social isolation. At the beginning of 2020 we had
no idea of how our lives would be changed. I am reminded
that plans of men are subject to changes. We had thought
that we would be able to start meeting late this month but
the management of the Liberty Palace have indicated that
they are not willing to let us meet there. Under the social
distance rules, we need to have 4 square meters per person, with an average of
60 to 70 persons attending our normal meeting we are in need of a very large
space. The club is only allowed 100 persons on the premises at any one time.
The committee are trying to see what can be done for our members. It has been
decided to put two coupons for a meal in the club on the sub-Branch. The
committee hopes that you will come down and have a meal in the club. Hong
will love to see you.
What to do when your hobbies take over and space becomes a problem? I make
wooden ships models and if anyone visits, they will see the models all over the
place. I have over 13 models in different stages of
completion with two fully complete ones. The two
ships are the Ketch Mary Byrne (small model) and
Brig Perseverance are now on their way to History
& Heritage Museum, Hunter to Hawkesbury
Research Central Coast. There was a very vibrant
shipbuilding industry and along with Ketch Mary
Byrne Brig Perseverance I have three others that
belong to our Australian Heritage, the Sloop
Norfolk, Colonial Cutter Mermaid and Colonial
Port Jackson. Picture shows the three in different
stages of completion. Norfolk (left hand model)
with deck fittings now waiting mast and yards.
Mermaid (central model) waiting to have rudder
and deck fittings and Port Jackson (right hand
model) to have the outer hull planked then brought
up to the same “fitting-out” as the other two.
Estimate completion date by end of the year. I will
let you all know of how the progress is going.
I would ask if you have a story, or wish to let the sub-Branch members know of
how you are dealing with this lack of socialisation. Let the secretary know so
that we are able to keep this newsletter going.
Again, I ask that everybody take note of any medical advice given and keep
healthy.
Look forward to seeing you somewhere in the future.
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Một lần nữa, tôi muốn bạn và những người thân yêu của bạn tất cả các tốt nhất
và giữ an toàn. Nó bây giờ là bảy tháng kể từ khi chúng tôi đã phải đóng cửa và
đi vào sự cô lập xã hội. Vào đầu năm 2020 chúng tôi không có ý tưởng về cuộc
sống của chúng tôi sẽ thay đổi như thế nào. Tôi nhắc nhở rằng kế hoạch của
người đàn ông có thể thay đổi. Chúng tôi đã nghĩ rằng chúng tôi sẽ có thể bắt
đầu cuộc họp vào cuối tháng này nhưng việc quản lý của Liberty Palace đã chỉ
ra rằng họ không sẵn sàng để cho chúng tôi gặp ở đó. Theo quy định về khoảng
cách xã hội, chúng ta cần phải có 4 mét vuông mỗi người, với trung bình là 60
đến 70 người tham dự cuộc họp bình thường của chúng tôi, chúng tôi đang cần
một không gian rất lớn. Câu lạc bộ chỉ cho phép 100 người trong khuôn viên
một lần. Ủy Ban đang cố gắng để xem những gì có thể được thực hiện cho các
thành viên của chúng tôi. Nó đã được quyết định đặt hai phiếu cho một bữa ăn
tại các câu lạc bộ trên các chi nhánh. Ủy ban hy vọng rằng bạn sẽ đi xuống và
có một bữa ăn trong câu lạc bộ. Hồng sẽ rất thích nhìn thấy bạn.
Phải làm gì khi sở thích của bạn đi qua và không gian trở thành một vấn đề? Tôi
làm cho các mô hình tàu gỗ và nếu có ai thăm, họ sẽ thấy các mô hình trên tất cả
các nơi. Tôi có hơn 13 mô hình trong các giai đoạn khác nhau của hoàn thành
với hai hoàn toàn đầy đủ những người. Hai con tàu là ketch Mary Byrne (mô
hình nhỏ) và sự kiên trì của Brig hiện đang trên đường đến lịch sử & bảo tàng di
sản, Hunter đến Hawkesbury Research Central Coast. Có một ngành công
nghiệp đóng tàu rất sôi động và cùng với ketch Mary Byrne Brig kiên trì tôi có
ba người khác thuộc về di sản Úc của chúng tôi, sloop Norfolk, Colonial Cutter
Mermaid và Colonial Port Jackson. Hình ảnh cho thấy ba trong các giai đoạn
hoàn thành khác nhau. Norfolk (mô hình tay trái) với phụ kiện boong bây giờ
chờ đợi cột và bãi. Mermaid (mô hình Trung tâm) chờ đợi để có bánh lái và phụ
kiện boong và Port Jackson (mô hình bên phải) để có các cầu Hull bên ngoài sau
đó đưa lên đến cùng một "fitting-out" như hai khác. Ước tính ngày hoàn thành
vào cuối năm. Tôi sẽ cho bạn biết tất cả các tiến bộ như thế nào là đi.
Tôi sẽ hỏi nếu bạn có một câu chuyện, hoặc muốn để cho các thành viên
subbranch biết làm thế nào bạn đang đối phó với việc này thiếu xã hội hoá. Hãy
để thư ký biết để chúng tôi có thể giữ bản tin này đi.
Một lần nữa, tôi yêu cầu tất cả mọi người đi lưu ý của bất kỳ lời khuyên y tế đưa
ra và giữ gìn sức khỏe.
Ralph Hannaford
President

For Gary
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SECRETARY’S REPORT

Hello Folks,
With this issue you will receive your Membership Card. It
is a lifetime card for as long as you pay your Membership
dues. If you don’t pay them for each year we will ask for
it back. If you lose it, or it is destroyed somehow, it can
be replaced on application with the reason why. Hang on
to it.

Due to the pandemic Victory in the Pacific Day is closed to everyone except
invited guests. Vietnam Veterans Day will also suffer. When you think of it,
the Government and Councils only allow 20 people to be together in an open
space, there won’t be many at the cenotaph in Sydney or at the Kokoda
Walkway.
The pictures below show of our esteemed member and survivor of World War
Two, Reg Chard. As most will know, Reg is a guide at the Kokoda Memorial at
Concord and is dedicated to the remembrance of his mates who fell in that battle
that saved Australia from invasion.
On VP Day at the Kokoda Track Memorial Walkway, Reg was presented with a
“Thank you for your Service” Quilt by RSLNSW Auxiliaries Co-Ordinator,
Pauline James. The second photo includes Lloyd Birdsall, a fellow guide at the
track who as also presented with a quilt.

Stay safe. Social Distance
Gary Roser
Hon. Secretary
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You Know When Your Over the Hill When……

NAG NAG NAG
An attorney arrived home late, after a very tough day trying to get a stay of
execution. His last minute plea for clemency to the governor had failed and he
was feeling worn out and depressed.
As soon as he walked through the door at home, his wife started on him about,
'What time of night to be getting home is this? Where have you been? Dinner is
cold and I'm not reheating it'. And on and on and on.
Too shattered to play his usual role in this familiar ritual, he poured himself a
shot of whiskey and headed off for a long hot soak in the bathtub, pursued by the
predictable sarcastic remarks as he dragged himself up the stairs.
While he was in the bath, the phone rang. The wife answered and was told that
her husband's client, James Wright, had been granted a stay of execution after
all. Wright would not be hanged tonight.
Finally realizing what a terrible day he must have had, she decided to go upstairs
and give him the good news.
As she opened the bathroom door, she was greeted by the sight of her husband,
bent over naked, drying his legs and feet.
'They're not hanging Wright tonight,' she said.
He whirled around and screamed, 'FOR THE LOVE OF GOD WOMAN,
DON'T YOU EVER STOP!'
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A group of women were at a seminar on how to live in a loving
relationship with their husbands. The women were asked, "How many
of you love your husband?"
All the women raised their hands. Then they were asked, "When was
the last time you told your husband you loved him?"
Some women answered today, a few yesterday, and some couldn't
remember.
The women were then told to take out their cell phones and text their
husband - "I love you, Sweetheart."
Next the women were instructed to exchange phones with one another
and read aloud the text message they received in response to their
message.
Below are 11 hilarious replies. If you have been married for quite a
while, you understand that these replies are a sign of true love. Who else
would reply in such a succinct and honest way?
1. Who the hell is this?
2. Eh, mother of my children, are you sick or what?
3. Yeah, and I love you too. What's wrong?
4. What now? Did you wreck the car again?
5. I don't understand what you mean.
6. What the hell did you do now?
7. Don't beat about the bush, just tell me how much you need.
8. Am I dreaming?
9. If you don't tell me who this message is actually for, someone will
die.
10. I thought we agreed you wouldn't drink during the day.
(My personal favourite!)
11. Your mother is coming to stay with us, isn't she?

Zsa Zsa Gabor:
I've been married to a communist and a fascist, and neither would
take out the garbage.
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105 Years since the Battle of Lone Pine - Near Gallipolli
(Excerpts from: https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Battle_of_Lone_Pine)

The Battle of “Lone Pine” in 1925 (also
known as the Battle of Kanlı Sırt) was
fought between Australian and New
Zealand Army Corps (ANZAC) and
Ottoman Empire forces during the
Gallipoli Campaign of the First World
War, between 6 and 10 August 1915. The
battle was part of a diversionary attack to
draw Ottoman attention away from the
main assaults being conducted by British,
Indian and New Zealand troops around
Sari Bair, Chunuk Bair and Hill 971,
which became known as the August
Offensive.
The Lone Pine battlefield was named for a solitary Turkish pine that stood there
at the start of the fighting; the tree was also known by the Anzac soldiers as the
"Lonesome Pine", and both names are likely to have been inspired by the
popular song "The Trail of the Lonesome Pine".
Prior to the battle, isolated fighting around Lone Pine had begun early in the
Gallipoli campaign. At around 7:00 a.m. on the first day of the Australian and
New Zealand landings at Anzac Cove, 25 April 1915, elements of the Australian
force had pushed through to Lone Pine in an effort to destroy an Ottoman
artillery battery that had been firing down upon the landing beach. Before the
Australians could engage the battery, the Ottomans had withdrawn to a ridge to
the south-west, which the Australians later dubbed "Third Ridge" (or "Gun
Ridge"). Pressing further inland, troops from the 6th Battalion had attempted to
reach the ridge, crossing a wide valley (later known as "Legge Valley"), but they
were pushed back when an Ottoman regiment, the 27th, had launched a
counterattack from the south-east towards Lone Pine at 10:00 a.m., with the
objective of retaking the 400 Plateau.
Rolling up the 6th Battalion, the Ottomans pushed the Australians back to Pine
Ridge, a finger of land that jutted south from Lone Pine towards Gaba Tebe.
Taking heavy casualties, the Australians withdrew north to Lone Pine, where
they were able to establish a defensive position. As reinforcements were
brought up from New Zealand units, in the afternoon a second Ottoman
regiment, the 77th, arrived and heavy hand-to-hand fighting ensued before the
counterattack was blunted. Further fighting around Lone Pine continued
throughout the early stages of the campaign, but eventually a stalemate
developed in which neither side was able to advance and static trench warfare
began.
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The battlefield was situated near the centre of the eastern line of the Australian
and New Zealand trenches around Anzac Cove on a rise known as "400 Plateau"
that joined "Bolton's Ridge" to the south with the ridge along the east side of
"Monash Valley" to the north. Being towards the southern end of the area
around Anzac Cove, the terrain in the Lone Pine region was comparatively
gentle and the opposing trenches were separated some distance with a flat noman's land intervening. Due to its location relative to the beachhead and the
shape of the intervening ground, Lone Pine's importance lay in the fact that its
position provided a commanding view of the Australian and New Zealand rear
areas. From the 400 Plateau it was possible to observe as far south as Gaba
Tepe and its possession would have afforded the Ottomans the ability to place
the approaches to the Second Ridge under fire, preventing the flow of
reinforcements and supplies from the beachhead to the forward trenches.
The Ottoman forces opposing the Australians at Lone Pine consisted of two
battalions from the 47th Regiment, under the command of Tevfik Bey. These
battalions amounted to a total of about 1,000 men, of which 500 were positioned
in the trenches along the front, while another 500 were positioned further back in
depth sitting further back in divisional reserve, to the north-east on "Mortar
Ridge", was a battalion from the 57th Regiment, which had been relieved from
its position on the front line north of Lone Pine by an Arab battalion of the 72nd
Regiment. The positions north and south of the Ottoman line at Lone Pine were
held by the 125th Regiment at Johnston's Jolly in the north and the 48th Regiment
in the south along Pine Ridge.
The width of the front of the attack
was 160 yards (150 m) and the
distance between the two trench
lines was about 60–100 yards (55–
91 m). To reduce the distance to be
crossed, the Australians projected a
number of tunnels towards the
Ottoman trenches from The Pimple.
Immediately after the attack, one of
these tunnels was to be opened
along its length to make a Gallipoli Trenches
communications trench through
which reinforcements could advance without having to cross the exposed
ground. Some of the attackers would have to make the advance over open
ground from the Australian trench line. To provide some measure of protection
for these men, three mines were set by engineers to make craters in which they
could seek shelter. The preliminary bombardment was stretched over three
days—initially confined to a limited "slow shoot", building up to a final intense
bombardment an hour before the assault—and was successful in cutting much of
the barbed wire that the Ottomans had placed in front of their position. The

preparation stage of the attack began at 2:00 p.m. on 6 August, when the
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Australians detonated the three mines they had dug in front of the Ottoman

lines, in an attempt to create cover for the advancing troops. Two and a half
hours later the final heavy preliminary bombardment commenced, with
Australian, British and New Zealand artillery batteries firing on the Ottoman
trench line, while naval gunfire support from the British cruiser HMS Bacchante
provided counter-battery fire on Ottoman artillery positioned along Third Ridge.
Retreating into tunnels which had been cut as part of mining operations, the
majority of the forward Ottoman troops were able to find shelter from the
bombardment that lasted for an hour.
While the artillery prepared the ground for the attack, behind the Australian lines
the assault formations moved up towards The Pimple. Smyth sited his brigade
headquarters at a position called "Brown's Dip", which was about 200 metres
(220 yd) south of the firing line. Due to the small front along which the attack
was to be launched, the initial assault was to be undertaken in three waves by the
2nd, 3rd and 4th Battalions while the 1st Battalion was to remain back at Brown's
Dip in reserve, ready to be brought up to consolidate any gains or respond in the
event of a counterattack. Once the 1st Battalion had taken up its position, the
assault battalions moved through them towards the forward line at The Pimple.
Once the attack was launched, half the force would go via tunnels that had been
dug out into no man's land, while the other half would simply go "over the top".
By 5:00 p.m. all the troops had taken up their positions and as the barrage came
to a conclusion, the tunnels were opened and final preparations were made.
Each soldier in the first two waves had been issued a total of 200 rounds of
ammunition for his rifle, along with rations for one day, and miscellaneous
equipment including a gas mask. The third wave had received the same amount
of ammunition; but was also issued entrenching equipment that would be used to
construct positions to defend the initial gains against the inevitable Ottoman
counterattack. In support, each battalion had four Vickers medium machineguns, which had been issued with 3,500 rounds, and contributed a platoon whose
job would be to throw the 1,200 grenades that the brigade had been allocated for
the attack. A small section of engineers was also allocated to undertake
demolitions.
At Lone Pine, the assaulting force, initially consisting of the Australian 1 st
Brigade, managed to capture the main trench line from the two Ottoman
battalions that were defending the position in the first few hours of the fighting
on 6 August. Over the next three days, the fighting continued as the Ottomans
brought up reinforcements and launched numerous counterattacks in an attempt
to recapture the ground they had lost. As the counterattacks intensified the
ANZACs brought up two fresh battalions to reinforce their newly gained line.
Finally, on 9 August the Ottomans called off any further attempts and by 10
August offensive action ceased, leaving the Allies in control of the position.
Nevertheless, despite the Australian victory, the wider August Offensive of
which the attack had been a part failed and a situation of stalemate developed
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around Lone Pine which lasted until the end of the campaign in December 1915
when Allied troops were evacuated from the peninsula.

Private Victor Laidlaw of the Australian 2nd Field Ambulance wrote on 16 August:
16.8.15 ...looking through the periscope one can see quite well, also plenty of dead
bodies can be seen, in fact in the Lonesome Pine Trench which we captured the Turks
were lying there 5 feet deep and our fellows had to fight standing on the top of them.
Bombs would make a still further mess of the corpses, fleas were there in abundance and
beautiful large maggots are beginning to make their appearance, in fact Captain Lind of
the 5th Battalion (Medical Officer) had been having some rest when all of a sudden he
felt something soft in his trousers, and was horrified to see hundreds of these crawling
maggots, needless to say he made a hurried exit from these trenches.

In most sources, Ottoman losses are estimated at between 5,000–6,000, although
Kenan Celik from Çanakkale Onsekiz Mart University, has placed their losses as
high as 7,164, broken down as 1,520 killed, 4,700 wounded, 760 listed as
missing and 134 captured by the Australians. These included the commanding
officers of both the 47th and 15th Regiments. Of the Australian force that had
launched the attack, almost half became casualties. Australian losses during the
battle amounted to 2,277 men killed or wounded, out of the total 4,600 men
committed to the fighting over the course of the battle. These represent some of
the highest casualties of the campaign. The toll was particularly heavy amongst
the Australian officers; both the commanding officers of the 2nd and 3rd
Battalions were killed leading their troops. After the battle, the dead were so
thick on the ground that one Australian, Captain Harold Jacobs of the 1 st
Battalion, remarked, "the trench is so full of our dead that the only respect that
we could show them was not to tread on their faces, the floor of the trench was
just one carpet of them, this in addition to the ones we piled into Turkish
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dugouts. Later, over 1,000 dead were removed from Australian position to be
hastily buried.
Seven Australians were awarded the Victoria Cross for their actions during the
fighting at Lone Pine, including four men from the 7th Battalion, which had been
rushed forward to help relieve the 1st Brigade at the height of the Ottoman
counterattacks. One of the recipients was Corporal William Dunstan, who after
the war became the general manager of The Herald newspaper in Melbourne.
Another VC recipient was Captain Alfred Shout who had already earned the
Military Cross and been Mentioned in Despatches earlier in the Gallipoli
campaign. He was mortally wounded at Lone Pine and was later buried at sea.
The other VC recipients were Privates Leonard Keysor and John Hamilton,
Corporal Alexander Burton and Lieutenants Frederick Tubb and William
Symons.
After the war, an Australian military historical mission was sent to Gallipoli, led
by Charles Bean. On Bean's advice the Australian government sought
permission from the newly formed Turkish Republic to establish an official war
cemetery in the area. In 1923 the Treaty of Lausanne was ratified, and through
its provisions the Lone Pine cemetery was established in the area, dubbed the
Daisy Patch by the Australians. There are a total of 1,167 graves in the cemetery
and as of 2012, the identities of 471 bodies interred in the cemetery remain
unknown. Also standing within the cemetery's grounds is the Lone Pine
memorial. It is the main Australian and New Zealand memorial at Gallipoli and
commemorates all the Australian and some of the New Zealanders who died
during the campaign, including those who have no known grave and those buried
at sea.
As a result of the battle's significance to
the Australians, Lone Pine is the site of
the annual Australian Anzac Day dawn
service at Gallipoli. After the service
Australian visitors congregate at the
memorial to remember all their
countrymen who fought and died at
Gallipoli. At the New Zealand National
World War I Museum, there is an exhibit
for the Battle of Lone Pine, and there is
also one in the Australian War Memorial.
Memorial "Lone Pine" trees have also
been planted in Australia, New Zealand
and Gallipoli to commemorate the battle
and the Gallipoli campaign in general,
seeded from specimens taken from
Gallipoli. There are also many places in
Australia named after the battle.
12

The Lone Pine Cemetery,
Turkey

Editor:
Bodies of the dead lay where they fell until recovered after World War One .
Detail from The Taking of Lone Pine by Fred Leist, 1921

https://www.2gb.com/105th-anniversary-of-battle-that-killed-2000-australians/
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The Night Nurse
The more you think about this one, the funnier it gets. Short & sweet, a
good one.
A very tired nurse walks into a bank, totally exhausted after an 18-hour
shift. Preparing to write a cheque, she pulls a rectal thermometer out of
her purse and tries to write with it. When she realizes her mistake, she
looks at the flabbergasted teller, and without missing a beat, she says:
'Well, that's great..............some Bum's got my pen!'
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Navy, Army and RAAF Newspapers & Media Releases
www.defence.gov.au/news/navynews,
www.defence.gov.au/news/armynews
www.defence.gov.au/news/raafnews

Ordinary Seaman Teddy Sheean recommended for
the Victoria Cross after 78 Years
A Tasmanian war hero is set to be recognised for his bravery
with Australia’s highest award for servicemen and women.
Jade Gailberger NCA NewsWire AUGUST 10, 202012:23PM

Tasmanian war hero Teddy Sheean will be recommended for a Victoria
Cross medal.
Prime
Minister
Scott
Morrison
made
the
announcement on Monday
in Canberra after last
month
receiving
the
findings of a seven-week
review.
Sheean was a sailor in
WWII that was killed after
HMAS Armidale was
attacked
by
Japanese
warplanes in the Arafura Sea en route to Timor in 1942. Despite being
told to abandon ship, Sheean, 18, was reported to have not left his post
and continued to fire his anti-aircraft gun at enemy aircraft. His actions
were credited with saving the lives of 49 crew.
Mr Morrison said Sheehan’s case to receive the highest award for
servicemen or women had been subject to a series of reviews and panels.
Earlier this year the Government decided against recommending Sheean
for a VC.
“The challenge that the Government was faced with was that we had two
findings of equal standing from two reviews, neither related to each other,
that had concluded different results, and so the Government was
presented with conflicting evidence,” Mr Morrison said.
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“It is a very serious award, and as Prime Minister and as a Government
we have a very special responsibility to ensure that the integrity of the
Victoria Cross is upheld for all those who have been honoured.”
Former War Memorial head Brendan Nelson was on an expert review
panel that found new evidence from Japanese aviation military records in
Tokyo.
The latest review found that there was “compelling new evidence” to
support the recognition of Sheean and that he was “done a substantial
injustice” when his actions were initially considered in 1942-43.
Dr Nelson said Sheean was the youngest, lowest ranked seaman on
HMAS Armidale who decided to defend against the Japanese instead of
getting in a lifeboat. “This man deserves the Victoria Cross,” Dr Nelson.
Mr Morrison confirmed he would be making the recommendation for the
sailor who fought in World War II to be awarded a VC saying the
“courageous sacrifice of his life” made him eligible for the top honour.
The latest review followed
pressure from the public and
Mr Morrison’s own party after
the Government did not accept
a tribunal recommendation in
May to award the war hero the
VC.
Tasmanian Veteran Affairs
Minister Guy Barnett also
appeared before the panel in
support of Sheean.
Senator Jacqui Lambie who has Teddy Sheean was still firing at the enemy
campaigned in parliament for when the ship sank, witnesses later said.
Sheean to be recognised with a
(Australian War Memorial)
VC said “A great day for
Tasmanians” and thanked the Prime Minister and the people who worked
so hard in obtaining the recommendation.
(Editor: Pussers, hold your heads up high)
Footnote: The Queen has approved the posthumous award of the VC
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ARMY

Combat rescue ready

Major Carrie Robards 10 August 2020 - 8:00am
https://www.army.gov.au/our-news/media-releases
Combat rescue operators (CROs) from the 2nd Combat Engineer
Regiment and 6th Aviation Regiment have been refining their technical
skills to perform personnel rescue.
Formally known as Army Emergency Response, Combat Rescue provides
commanders with options to achieve a scalable survivability effect in a
range of warfighting environments, including from aviation, armoured
and protected platforms, and from inaccessible locations.
Employment Category Manager at the Combined Arms Training Centre
(CATC) Warrant Officer Class 2 Eron Sage said the change in name was
part of a bigger review of the skillset.
“CATC recently sat the Employment Category Review and successfully
proposed a role and name change,” Warrant Officer Class 2 Sage said.
“Because of Combat Rescue being a capability with small numbers, we’re
responsible for employment category development to meet Army’s
personnel rescue requirements.”
The change to the employment category, which generates a vital
capability for Army, has been embraced by CROs, including 6th Aviation
Regiment’s Sapper Brendan Parkes.
“We’ve been able to draw on practices from other forces around the globe
– it has been exciting learning new skills and developing the capability,”
Sapper Parkes said.
“We’ve had the opportunity to work alongside the US Air Forces’ 320th
Special Tactics Squadron, getting support from the aviation elements.
“This has allowed us to conduct isolated person, or downed aircrew
retrieval, rope rescue and advanced winch training.”
Sapper Anthony Thompson, of Darwin’s 1 Combat Engineer Regiment,
said the change was a step in right direction for the trade.
“It’s important for everyone to understand how combat rescue can be
used and where it needs to be to respond effectively,” Sapper Thompson
said.
“Once the new training and equipment is fully integrated, we will be able
to support aviation and the combat brigades in personnel rescue
operations within Australia and overseas."
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Warrant Officer Class 2 Sage said rescue would operate across the full
spectrum of operations, ensuring Army was ready to operate in a range of
environments in any tasks required.
“In the context of accelerated warfare, Army needs to be ready to respond
and operate across the full spectrum of operations, from high-intensity
warfare, to humanitarian aid and disaster relief, and defence aid to civil
communities,” Warrant Officer Class 2 Sage said.
“This change helps to achieve that.”
Soldiers from the
2nd Combat
Engineer
Regiment
establish a
technical rope
rescue response
during combat
rescue training
at Kangaroo
Point, Brisbane.

A soldier from 2nd
Combat Engineer
Regiment gains
access to an
armoured vehicle
with a Partner
K950 saw during
personnel rescue
training in
Brisbane.
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RAAF (feature)

A Typical Day On Exercise Pitch Black

https://www.airforce.gov.au/news-and-events/news/typical-day-exercise-pitch-black

In 2018, Exercise Pitch Black involved
up to 140 aircraft and two main bases of
operation, with approximately 4000
personnel from 15 participant nations.
Much of the work is conducted by day
and night-shift, although some roles
require around-the-clock support too.
There's a lot that happens in just one day at Exercise Pitch Black. During
this years' Pitch Black online retrospective, Air Force has recounted a
snapshot of a typical Exercise day.
0715 hours: The sun rises on a row of RAAF Super Hornets in the
Northern Territory - and another day at Exercise Pitch Black.
0730 hours: As personnel start their day, one workforce at Exercise
Pitch Black has been hard at it for several hours - the Mess Staff and our
Air Force Chefs.
The influx of thousands of personnel to RAAF Base Darwin and Tindal
means the Cooks at these bases are supplemented from other bases across
Australia - and even other countries, including the New Zealand Defence
Force and United States Marine Corps.
0800 hours: Get your notes and coffee ready – we’re headed into the
morning brief.
Sharing essential information across Exercise Pitch Black – whether it be
on the ground or in the air – is essential to the success of the exercise.
Representation from all participants at Exercise Pitch Black – domestic
and international – ensures that everyone has the information they need
for the day, from weather forecasts availability of essential services on
base, through to key details for upcoming missions. They’re also a forum
to raise any issues that have been encountered during the exercise.
0830 hours: Gently does it! RAAF armament technicians raise an
external fuel tank onto an F/A-18F Super Hornet.
Maintenance teams will typically know a day in advance how many
aircraft are required for each mission at Exercise Pitch Black, as well as
the necessary configuration for each aircraft.
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This gives them time to conduct necessary repairs or servicing, as well as
equip items such as external fuel tanks, sensors and instrument pods, and
even ordnance to be dropped on the range.
0900 hours: Did you know there are arrestor cables on the main runways
at RAAF Bases Darwin and Tindal?
The main runways at RAAF Bases Darwin and Tindal are 3300 metres
and 2700 metres long respectively. In an emergency, some fighter
aircraft can deploy an arrestor hook that will 'catch' the arrestor cable on a
runway, bringing them to a safe halt.
Trained technicians must inspect and service these cables to ensure
they’re ready. Some RAAF Bases are open to military and civilian traffic
alike, which means the work of a 'Cable Party' must be carried out
efficiently and carefully.
1000 hours: One last chance for questions in the mission brief.
Each mission for Exercise Pitch Black is the product of several days of
planning, with a specific set of training objectives to be accomplished in
the exercise area. This planning requires coordination across squadrons
of aircraft and a variety of agencies on the ground, and is essential for the
safety of all participants.
The formation mission brief is the last opportunity for aircrew to run
through essential information like mission times, radio frequencies, the
route to the exercise area, and safety actions before stepping out to the
aircraft
1100 hours: Normally it's the bigger aircraft at Pitch Black that take off
first - like an E-7A Wedgetail, departing from RAAF Base Tindal.
The ‘heavies’ – encompassing surveillance aircraft, refuelling tankers,
and transports - typically have a longer flying endurance than the fighters
and strike jets flying in Pitch Black missions. The ability to stay airborne
for longer means they're often the first to depart and last to return.
1115 hours: Even Exercise Pitch Black has peak hour. At RAAF Base
Darwin, more than 50 aircraft depart for each Pitch Black mission.
Whilst not all aircraft are required to arrive at the exercise airspace at
once, their departure must be coordinated by RAAF Base Darwin’s Air
Traffic Control, which is also managing civilian airliners and other
general aviation.
1120 hours: Cleared for take-off.
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Normally, the first week of each Exercise Pitch Black will involve a
morning and afternoon mission. This builds familiarity for aircrew with
the bases and exercise airspace, and ensures everyone is able to work
together ahead of more complex scenarios. During the final two weeks,
flying missions shift to a day-time and night-time wave.
1130 hours: RAAF Base Tindal doesn't have quite the same peak hour
traffic as Darwin - but it still gets busy.
Up to 35 aircraft might depart from RAAF Base Tindal for each Pitch
Black mission, and as they thunder into the air, the crew often has a short
trip to the mission airspace – for example, Delamere Air Weapons Range
is located close by to RAAF Base Tindal, so a gentle bank by the pilot
after take-off and a short transit is often all that is required to arrive on the
scene.
1145 hours: Meanwhile, in the exercise airspace.
After taking off from RAAF Base Darwin, aircraft on a Pitch Black
mission will typically fly south toward the exercise airspace, where they
marshal in preparation for the mission.
The flying distances and the flying times required to complete each Pitch
Black mission mount up, so tanker aircraft like this RAAF KC-30A
necessary. This refuelling stop allows aircraft to remain ‘on station’ in
support of mission objectives for longer periods, providing protection of
critical elements of the larger force.
1200 hours: The aircraft aren't the only ones who need to be refuelled at
Pitch Black.
Once each mission is launched, there's time for many in the Exercise
Pitch Black workforce to grab some lunch.
Feeding more than 4000 personnel in the exercise requires careful
coordination. Fortunately, the workforce is spread out over two bases,
each with three Messes, and with additional dining facilities established
during the exercise to cater for the greater numbers.
1220 hours: Everything that happens in the air at Pitch Black is closely
coordinated.
Teams of Air Battle Managers and Air Surveillance Operators are
responsible for directing aircraft movements in the exercise airspace which covers approximately 225,250 square kilometres of the Northern
Territory, plus an additional 27,000 square kilometres over the Timor Sea.
These Teams can work in support of Blue or Red Force.
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Mission scenarios can be highly complex, with more than 80 aircraft in
the exercise airspace flying in different roles and with unique objectives.
Fighters must engage their opposition within strict rules of engagement,
ensuring strike aircraft can hit their targets, or clearing a path for a highvalue air mobility assets to land at an airfield to deliver or evacuate
personnel.
Likewise, the 'enemy' forces are given direction from Air Battle Managers
to attack friendly forces at their most vulnerable, and can even be directed
to ‘’re-generate’ if they are shot down.
1230 hours: There’s an invisible enemy at Exercise Pitch Black - radar.
The Joint Combined Training Centre (JCTC) provides electronic warfare
and opposition forces (EW/OPFOR) functions in the exercise area. It
simulates a variety of threats found on operations, including enemy radars
used with surface-to-air missile systems, and anti-aircraft artillery.
These radars can ‘threaten’ Blue Force aircraft in the exercise airspace,
and are often coordinated with mobile hard-skin and inflatable targets that
provide the correct visual and radar signature for aircrew flying overhead.
1240 hours: Falcon 16, In Hot.
Not every aircraft in an Exercise Pitch Black mission carries live
ordnance - in fact, the majority do not. A select number of aircraft during
each mission may carry inert weapons. This allows crews to recreate the
practice of delivering a ‘live’ bomb to the weapons range – all without the
big explosion on the ground.
For example, the Republic of Singapore Air Force crew of an F-16D have
dropped inert GBU-49 bombs, which uses a combination of laserguidance and GPS signals to hit its target during the Exercise. On select
occasions, some crews may have the opportunity to deliver 'live' weapons
to the range during Pitch Black.
1300 hours: Exercise Pitch Black missions take place on the ground as
well as in the air.
Mission scenarios might require a high-value asset to deliver personnel to
an airfield - like a Hercules, to deliver a No. 4 Squadron Combat Control
Team at the Delamere Range Facility.
Once on the ground, a Combat Control Team can coordinate with strike
aircraft to attack ground targets; alternatively, aircraft like the Hercules or
Globemaster can evacuate personnel.
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Elsewhere, air mobility crews might role-play as 'enemy' aircraft or even
neutral parties, testing rules of engagement for the friendly 'Blue' Team.
For the air mobility crews and their passengers, this often requires a lot of
heavy manoeuvring in a hot and windy Northern Territory environment.
The missions are important however. Practising Air Land Integration in
Exercise Pitch Black ensures participant nations are better equipped to
plan and conduct real world operations.
1330 hours: The Australian Army is also represented at Exercise Pitch
Black.
The Australian Army's 16th Air Land Regiment, Royal Australian
Artillery, provides ground-based air defences in the exercise airspace.
Because of the nature of this role, they've participated in Pitch Black
exercises dating back to the 1980s, and other nations - including the
United States and Singapore - have sent their equivalent own air defence
units to train during Exercise Pitch Black.
16th Air Land Regiment personnel will typically deploy into the field to
provide air defence cover - like with an RBS70 at Nackeroo Airfield in
Exercise Pitch Black 2018.
1400 hours: Yes, there are dogfights at Exercise Pitch Black.
During Large Force Employment missions, formations of aircraft will
engage one another, simulating the use of various air-to-air weapons as
the scenario and rules of engagement require. Sometimes this is done at
Beyond Visual Range (BVR); or it may be done Within Visual Range
(WVR), allowing crews to conduct Air Combat Manoeuvring with their
opposition. Opportunities for dedicated Dissimilar Air Combat Training or DACT – are also conducted in the first week of Exercise Pitch Black,
allowing aircrew from different squadrons, on different aircraft, and even
different Air Forces to practice their air combat skills against one another.
These engagements are planned in advance to maximise training value for
participants.
1420 hours: Coordinating military and civilian aircraft alike like means
Air Traffic Control have a lot of responsibility to get people safely on the
ground.
At RAAF Base Darwin, Air Traffic Controllers with No 452 Squadron
are responsible for aircraft approaches to Darwin as well as the immediate
airspace. This means they need to coordinate up to 70 aircraft returning
from the exercise airspace, as well as civilian airliners departing and
arriving at Darwin, and other general aviation movements.
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With a finite amount of fuel remaining on board many of these aircraft,
efficient coordination is essential.
1430 hours: A pair of Republic of Singapore Air Force F-15SG Eagles
demonstrate an 'Initial and Pitch' at RAAF Base Darwin.
Initial and Pitches allow for a quicker and safer recovery of large numbers
of military aircraft from a mission. This typically involves the aircraft
returning overhead the base before ‘breaking’ formation to decrease
speed and make a landing approach.
The alternative is for these formations to make regular landing
approaches – which are much slower, and can create potential domino
effects that delay other aircraft attempting to land.
Initial and Pitches makes for some spectacular returns by aircraft during
every Pitch Black, and is a commonly-used method of air traffic control
at bases around the world.
1445 hours: A RAAF F/A-18A Hornet is marshalled into its parking
position at RAAF Base Darwin after returning from a sortie during
Exercise Pitch Black 2010.
Once each aircraft is shut down following a mission, the maintenance
crews move in to conduct post-flight servicing and rectification of any
faults that may have occurred. The aircraft might be required to fly a
night-time mission in a few hours, and any changes to the number of
available aircraft will have consequences for mission planning and
coordination.
1630 hours: Refuelling Exercise Pitch Black is a critical job.
With large numbers of aircraft participating in each mission at Exercise
Pitch Black, the demand for refuelling services and other consumables
(such as resupply of liquid oxygen) must be carefully coordinated.
1700 hours: Logistics sits at the heart of every Exercise Pitch Black.
A handful of units at Exercise Pitch Black have a 'home field' advantage,
working in facilities they use throughout the year. But the vast majority
of participants are working thousands of kilometres away from the source
of their logistics supply. Everything they require for Exercise Pitch Black
- people, spare parts, and specialist equipment - needs to be transported to
the Northern Territory.
The beginning and conclusion of Exercise Pitch Black is typically the
busiest period for logistics teams like Air Movements personnel. During
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the exercise, the resupply and 'changeover' of people and equipment
continues at a busy pace, especially as some squadrons redeploy their
personnel in-and-out of exercise areas.
1830 hours: Here comes the night shift.
Much like their day-time counterparts, personnel supporting the nighttime missions at Exercise Pitch Black may have spent days planning and
coordinating their mission, and are looking to achieve similar training
objectives, albeit in darkness over the Northern Territory.
The first week of Exercise Pitch Black is entirely day-time flying; the
second and third week switches to a day-time mission and a night-time
mission.
Depending on training objectives for each squadron, aircrew and
maintenance personnel who support night-time missions in one week
might find themselves assigned to day-time shifts the following week.
This ensures the experience is spread across the wider workforce.
1900 hours: Night-time launches at Exercise Pitch Black are spectacular.
Many of the aircraft participating in Exercise Pitch Black missions are
equipped with an afterburning engine, which provides additional engine
thrust by adding fuel to the engine exhaust. The additional power it
provides is necessary to get these aircraft like the Republic of Singapore
Air Force F-16 into the air quickly.
2000 hours: Night-time missions at Exercise Pitch Black reinforce the
need for cooperation and good directions.
Air Battle Managers and Air Surveillance Operators remain essential for
providing tactical command and control of aircraft over hundreds of
kilometres as the mission scenario develops – all in darkness.
It’s not only RAAF personnel providing this direction but also the Royal
Australian Navy's Fleet Fighter Control Element, and the German Air
Force who monitored and controlled the air space during Exercise Pitch
Black 2016.
2030 hours: Exercise Pitch Black uses one of the biggest overland
airspace training environments in the world - but we still take precautions
to make it run as safely as possible.
The size of the Exercise Pitch Black airspace allows aircraft to fly at high
speeds and over long distances, without many of the same space
restrictions they might find on other exercises.
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Aircrew operate under strict rules – by day and night - that dictate how
they fly in a formation and conduct manoeuvres. Each aircraft is
equipped with anti-collision lighting, and some even have 'formation
lights' that provide a visual cue for the aircraft's orientation and direction
when it's dark.
Information passed along to each aircraft - whether it be received as voice
or data - is also essential for monitoring and directing aircraft in the
exercise airspace.
2100 hours: How do Pitch Black crews see at night? With their eyes, of
course.
A number of aircraft can be operated with Night-Vision Goggles, which
amplify available sources of light - from stars and the moon, from towns,
and even other aircraft. Depending on the mission, the Night Vision
Goggles can help crews to identify targets, airfields, or other visual cues
on the ground.
A large number of crews during Exercise Pitch Black however carry out
their mission largely through the information presented to them in their
cockpit - from the instruments, radar, and other sensors - along with radio
instructions and networked information.
2200 hours: Recovery.
Night-time missions at Exercise Pitch Black plan to have aircraft back on
the ground early enough to lessen disturbance to the community, whilst
also ensuring exercise participants can complete training objectives.
Once the aircraft are on the ground, maintenance teams on the night-shift
need to set about the task of servicing the aircraft and conducting any
maintenance ahead of the next day’s flying.
2330 hours: Security doesn't sleep at Pitch Black.
The concentration of military hardware at RAAF Bases Darwin and
Tindal during the exercises means around-the-clock security is required.
This is largely supplied by the RAAF’s Combat Support Group, but other
participants – including the New Zealand Defence Force – contribute to
this effort.
All of that is just one average day on Exercise Pitch Black!
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FOR ALL THE LADIES WHO DRIVE ALONE!
I had a flat tire on I-45 yesterday; so, I pulled over, got out of the car and opened
my trunk. I took out my cardboard men, unfolded them and stood them at the
rear of my car facing oncoming traffic. They look so lifelike you wouldn't
believe it!
Just as I had hoped, cars started slowing down looking at the men which made it
much safer for me to work on the side of the road. People honked and waved,
and it wasn't long before a police car pulled up behind me.
He wanted to know what the heck I was doing, so I calmly explained that I was
changing my flat. He told me he could see that, but demanded to know what the
heck my cardboard men were doing standing at the rear of my car.
I couldn't believe he didn't know! So I told him ... "Well, I explained to the
angry Policeman .... They're my Emergency Flashers!!!!" (See back page)
I go to court in April. (Damn Police. No sense of humour.)
Where does the rank Lance Jack and Full Screw come from?
It goes back to Roman times when a group of farmers, tired of being pillaged
and slaughtered by the Roman troops in Britain decided to fight back.
They made a plan to form a rebellion and someone noticed the lack of
leadership. Asking for volunteers to be leaders, Lancius Jakus and his older
brother Fuullus Screwus put their hands up.
As the force grew in size, a natural leader emerged called Tharge who later went
on to kill the marauding Roman leader with his own big stick, called a staaf. He
adopted the name Staaf Tharge in recognition of his win.
As tactics evolved over time, Staaf Tharge noticed the Romans adopted a
'swarming technique' used by ants. He studied them closely and he made
himself the War Ant Officer.
For every battle that he won, he added a number. Unfortunately by the time he
got to War Ant Officer Two he had to retire because of the then undiagnosed
'Irritable bowel syndrome' and he spent a lot of his time as a Loo Tennant.
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LAST POST
We Are All Here

STOP PRESS
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