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EDITORIAL**  Gary Roser, Editor 

This Newsletter doesn’t have a 
lot of serious content.  I know we 
haven’t done much.  And I know 

I have been slack sub-Branch wise, but I 
have been getting my “on the road” 
camper trailer ready to GO as soon as the 
State Government lifts the travel bans.  And that looks like June. 

I hope you all have been behaving yourself and not giving any wives 
ammunition to buzz you off as soon as the curfew is lifted.  I know I have 
missed your company dreadfully.  And yes, the black beer. 

The social distancing is still on.  Keep your distance so we don’t have a repeat 
performance.  If you are out shopping and someone is too close, ask them 
nicely if they would keep the social distancing requirement.  And don’t be like 
the old bloke that ripped my head off in Woolworths when I asked him to get 
back away from me at the register.  I thought I was going to wear a walking 
stick.   

As soon as we know what is going on to have our meetings and social events 
you will be the second to know.  President Ralph will be allowed to be first. 

There is a mistake somewhere in this Newsletter.  First one to ring me gets an extra drink ticket when we go back.  

**The editorial is entirely my own opinion and does not reflect the Sub-Branch Executive. 
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TO BE ADVISED 
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PRESIDENT’S REPORT 

It now is coming to the end of three months of a lockdown 
that has seen many changes to our way of life.  We are 
indeed living in a changing world where our old way of life 
will not return to pre corona days when this lockdown will 
be relaxed to enable one hundred or more to gather, pubs 
and clubs to open fully for business.  At this moment your 
Executive is in touch with the Chester Hill management in 
regards to when they will open for business and the use of 
their auditorium for our meetings, keeping in mind the 
requirements for social distance.  

If all goes well it looks like the fourth Sunday in July, we have a meeting of the 
subbranch and I would ask you to pencil in 26th July.  During this time the 
trustees along with Ethinvest have been looking at our portfolio in regard to 
share offers and once we clear the present time and companies start to move 
forward should bring us a decent income on our shares.   

To keep busy and pass the time I have heard of many persons finding pleasure in 
the old pursuits of reading, knitting, jigsaw puzzles etc, I have been busy doing a 
repair to a French Man of War and working on copper plating the hull of HMS 

Sirius. (Flagship of the first fleet)  

Again I ask that everybody take note 
of any medical advice given and 
keep healthy. 

Look forward to seeing you at our 
meetings.          Ralph 

 

Báo cáo của Chủ tịch 

Bây giờ sắp kết thúc ba tháng khóa máy đã chứng kiến nhiều thay đổi trong cách 
sống của chúng ta. Chúng ta thực sự đang sống trong một thế giới đang thay đổi, 
nơi lối sống cũ của chúng ta sẽ không quay trở lại thời trước corona khi việc 
khóa cửa này sẽ được nới lỏng để cho phép một trăm hoặc nhiều hơn để tập hợp, 
quán rượu và câu lạc bộ mở cửa hoàn toàn cho doanh nghiệp. Tại thời điểm này, 
Giám đốc điều hành của bạn liên lạc với ban quản lý Chester Hill liên quan đến 
thời điểm họ sẽ mở cửa kinh doanh và sử dụng khán phòng của họ cho các cuộc 
họp của chúng tôi, ghi nhớ các yêu cầu về khoảng cách xã hội. 

Nếu mọi việc suôn sẻ, có vẻ như Chủ nhật thứ tư của tháng 7, chúng tôi có một 
cuộc họp của subbranch và tôi sẽ yêu cầu bạn dùng bút chì vào ngày 26 tháng 7. 
Trong thời gian này, những người được ủy thác cùng với Ethivest đã xem xét 
danh mục đầu tư của chúng tôi liên quan đến ưu đãi cổ phiếu và một khi chúng 
tôi xóa thời điểm hiện tại và các công ty bắt đầu tiến lên sẽ mang lại cho chúng 
tôi thu nhập khá từ cổ phiếu của chúng tôi. 

… ... Continued  
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Để tiếp tục bận rộn và dành thời gian tôi đã nghe nói về việc 
nhiều người tìm thấy niềm vui trong các hoạt động đọc sách, đan len, jig cũ, tôi 
đã bận rộn sửa chữa một Người chiến tranh Pháp và làm việc trên đồng mạ HMS 
Sirius. (Flagship của hạm đội đầu tiên) 

Một lần nữa tôi yêu cầu mọi người lưu ý về bất kỳ lời khuyên y tế nào được đưa 
ra và giữ sức khỏe.   

Mong được gặp bạn tại các cuộc họp của chúng tôi.          

Ralph Hannaford 
President 

Continued … …  

The news about novel coronavirus continues to develop. It’s important to 
take sensible steps to look after yourself and your family. 

Keep an eye out for updates from reliable sources such as the NSW 
Government website 

If you develop a fever, cough, sore throat or shortness of breath within 
14 days of overseas travel or are in contact with someone else who has 
Coronavirus, seek medical attention: call your GP, Healthdirect on 1800 
022 222, or in an emergency, your local hospital emergency department 

Protect yourself and others: clean your hands regularly, cough or sneeze 
into your elbow or a tissue. Face masks aren’t recommended for people 
without symptoms. Importantly – stay at home if you’re feeling unwell.  

At Service NSW our customers are our priority. We are putting in extra 
measures to ensure your safety. We have improved cleaning and are 
providing hand sanitiser and single-use pens at all our centres. 

https://click.comms.service.nsw.gov.au/?qs=d3d6ddd81d8fab23c803c8f8b22a7a1dc30f3b08bb8d38ae806c9c34d476b286fc6805adf33b0be9fa5adbd1c78d0fe8545031919ddb711fcb7da54e8d6cd48e
https://click.comms.service.nsw.gov.au/?qs=d3d6ddd81d8fab23320d4035ff5364b1140839fba7e83d0513f51120cf01ee437097b2493327b034f4fd24b31a299375babc77a98e47ccf1
https://click.comms.service.nsw.gov.au/?qs=d3d6ddd81d8fab23320d4035ff5364b1140839fba7e83d0513f51120cf01ee437097b2493327b034f4fd24b31a299375babc77a98e47ccf1
https://click.comms.service.nsw.gov.au/?qs=d3d6ddd81d8fab234e5ad8861a566e1a21887037c3473106323edfc8acce2273b1306032dee3b5228aa4c3fd8f2a85c04ad425cd315547fd
https://click.comms.service.nsw.gov.au/?qs=d3d6ddd81d8fab236eac47b64474acd677468579b97a830b0765d8d31df22267542382cf8f15c79edaca3b286334e50625d813f4229a559f
https://click.comms.service.nsw.gov.au/?qs=d3d6ddd81d8fab2327af5e174274c7f2e2b153f705ec0e40e45ec7fa7d5c258fc7428d087cbf51e25f1ac7c4275f1989922dfb311dc61d44072dfe7a6d06c983


5 

SECRETARY’S REPORT 

Hello Folks, 

During this “lockdown”, because of the pandemic, I have 
nothing administrative to report.  It was sad that we couldn’t 
Commemorate ANZAC Day together, but the health of the 
Nation comes before everyone else. 

Over the time the restrictions have changed and we can only 
rely upon the medical experts that are advising our Premier.  
Each State is different, but then again so is each State’s environment that is why 
the different restrictions during this lockdown. 

At my home in Rodd Street, we commemorated ANZAC Day with a short Dawn 
Service involving my Grandson William in his Australian Air League uniform 
carrying our Flag of Australia which I purchased for the occasion.  We played 
The Last Post, The Rouse (Reveille) and then the Australian National Anthem. 

Attending our service were my two Daughters, Son in Law, Brother in Law and 
a couple of neighbours who stood at social distancing. 

During that same morning, in company with my Grandson and Daughter Jacqui, 
we attended the Chester Hill Cenotaph and laid a wreath on behalf of President 
Ralph and our Members.  On arrival we joined the Immediate Past President 
Ivan Tilmouth of Chester Hill—Carramar sub-Branch, and his wife.  Ivan was 
having a beer in memory of his mates who he lost or were injured in Vietnam.  
Ivan himself was at one time at death’s door from his own wounds received in 
the War. 

I know there were others in our sub-Branch who also paid respects on ANZAC 
Day at their home.  Jim Baba was one of them and he placed a photograph of his 
display on Facebook. 

Thank you everyone who gave recognition to this important day. 

Gary Roser J.P. 

 

See if you can figure out what these words have in common. 

1. Banana 

2. Dresser 

3. Grammar 

4. Potato 

5. Revive 

6. Uneven 

7. Assess 

Are you peeking or have you 
already given up? 

Give it another try.  Look at each 
word carefully.  The answer is 
staring you in the face.  (You'll kick 
yourself when you discover the 
answer.)  

Answer Page 24 
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You Know When Your Over the Hill When…… 

Two elderly gentlemen had been 
friends for many decades. 

Over the years, they had shared 
all kinds of activities and 
adventures. 

Lately, their activities had been 
limited to meeting a few times a 
week to play cards. 

One day, they were playing 
cards when one looked at the 
other and said, “Now don't get 
mad at me ..... I know we've been 
friends for a long time, but I just 
can't think of your name! 

I've thought and thought, but I 
can't remember it. Please tell me 
what your name is....” 

His friend stared at him for at 
least three minutes -- he just 
stared and stared at him. 

Finally, he said, “How soon do 
you need to know?” 
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A little old man shuffled slowly into an ice cream parlour and pulled him-
self slowly, painfully, up onto a stool.  After catching his breath, he or-
dered a banana split. 

The waitress asked kindly, 'Crushed nuts? 

'No,' he replied, 'Arthritis.' 
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Lest We Forget. 
Submitted to Facebook by Don Kelly, a former student at Bass High 

Juno Mayru:  

Torpedoed By British Submarine HMS Tradewind 

During World War II, 70,000 or more Allied prisoners of war and conscripted 
Asian labourers were moved in Japanese merchant ships across the vast expanse 
of the occupied East.  These vessels were called ‘hell ships, and with good 
reason.  POWs and slave labourers were crammed into stinking holds, filthy 
with coal dust, congealed sugar syrup and horse manure left over from previous 
voyages.  Without water, or nearly so, sick, abused and neglected, they baked in 
unimaginable heat inside their steel prisons. 

Many died.  Some went mad.  Others were murdered.  Some of the cruelty 
they experienced was extraordinary even for prisoners of the Japanese.  On one 
ship jammed with prisoners in blazing heat, the water lowered into the holds was 
far too little and, one POW remembered, foul and polluted, covered with a thick, 
greenish scum.  Two more containers sent down from the deck contained only 
seawater and urine.  You are bred like rats, the ship’s interpreter sneered, and 
you will die like rats. 

Something on the order of 62,000 prisoners were moved by 56 ships.  As 
many as 22,000 perished from murder, starvation, sickness and neglect–or were 
killed unknowingly by their friends, since Japanese prison ships did not display 
the red cross required by the Geneva Convention when prisoners were being 
transported.  That callous act made the jammed freighters targets for any Allied 
aircraft or submarine, and no pilot or sub skipper could know that his quarry 
carried men of his own or Allied nations.  Arisan Maru, for example, was 
torpedoed east of Hong Kong in October 1944 by an American submarine–either 
Snookor Shark (neither boat returned from that patrol).  Of about 1,800 POWs 

The Japanese vessel  
Juno Mayru  
which carried  

Allied Servicemen and 
others to their death 

HMS Tradewind 

https://www.facebook.com/don.kelly.796?fref=gs&__tn__=%2CdC-R-R&eid=ARAnWSFDiaymBoAuhrFoN89iQSGeTiFXCbK47jGIRhJDFpAELCw_fXWzNKJmnskxUNae6N9FkQ6-MmZb&hc_ref=ARRPPFU47IMKam8i_LdzDQUkSzu5iVcbSOFX1cracogLcjdl36GQY5GQ1ZKKGxLfXWA&dti=1660282307628928&hc_location=gr
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on board Arisan Maru, only eight survived, five of whom, naked and emaciated, 
managed to find their way to freedom in China. 

Oryoku Maru was bombed and sunk by American aircraft off the Philippines’ 
Bataan Peninsula in mid-December 1944.  On board were more than 1,600 
American POWs, about 1,340 of whom lived through the ordeal.  The survivors 
were then split up between Brazil Maruand Enoura Maru, which carried about 
1,000.  Both ships sailed for Japan via Takao Harbor, Formosa, where they were 
attacked again by U.S. planes. Enoura Maru went down, taking with her a large, 
undetermined number of prisoners. 

Fuku Maru was sunk by U.S. Navy aircraft in Subic Bay, in the Philippines, 
during September 1944, killing more than 1,200 British and Dutch prisoners.  
Sixty-three men survived, but for them there was more horror to come:  They 
were transferred to the ill-fated Oryoku Maru.  Two more prison ships, known to 
history only as PS 3 and PS 4, were sunk by Allied forces, the first bombed in 
Manila Bay, the second torpedoed between Hong Kong and Formosa.  Between 
them, some 2,700 prisoners were killed. 

Kachidoki Maru, torpedoed by USS Pampanito off Hainan Island, took about 
400 British POWs to the bottom with her, and an unknown number more died 
when HMS Truculent sank Harukiku Maru in the Strait of Malacca.  A total of 
1,159 American and British prisoners perished when USS Sealion sent Rokyo 
Maru to the bottom near Hainan Island in September 1944, and USS Paddlefish 
sank Shiniyo Maru off Mindanao in the same month, killing nearly 700 more 
Americans.  Prisoners trying to escape from the sinking Shiniyo Maru were shot 
by the Japanese guards as the Americans struggled from the holds or in the 
water.  And Lisbon Maru, torpedoed by USS Grouper in October 1944, went 
down with another 846 POWs, the only bright memory being an unarmed rush 
by men of the Middlesex Regiment, who overran and killed several Japanese 
sentries assigned to keep the prisoners cooped up in the holds of the sinking 
ship. 

As tragic as the losses were on board Arisan Maru, Shiniyo Maru and the 
others, as ugly as Japanese indifference and cruelty were on those vessels, they 
were not the worst tragedy among the thousands of POW deaths from friendly 
fire.  That distinction belongs to the sinking, in October 1944, of Junyo Maru. 

Junyo Maru was an old three-island, single-stack merchantman, displacing 
about 5,000 tons and sailing under the orders of the Japanese government.  She 
was reportedly built in Glasgow in 1913, although one prisoner on her last run 
later said that somebody had seen a plaque on board bearing the legend 
Liverpool, 1908.  She had been owned by three British lines at various times, 
then passed through three Japanese owners.  She had gone through five name 
changes.  Her last, ‘Junyo’, means hawk in Japanese.  Maru is simply the 
standard Japanese designation for merchant ship. 

Junyo Maru was a little over 400 feet long, with a beam of 53 feet, and was 
accurately characterized by one prisoner as a rustbucket.  On September 18, 
1944, she was underway from Batavia (now Jakarta), Java, … ... Continued  
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crammed with about 2,300 POWs - Dutch, British, 
Australians, Indonesians and a few Americans, and some 4,200 Javanese slave 
labourers, called romushas.  She was bound for Padang, up the west coast of 
Sumatra.  Her human cargo was to labour on the infamous Sumatran railway that 
was being built to transport coal from the west to the east coast of Sumatra, from 
where it would be shipped on to Singapore. 

As was common on the hell ships, conditions on Junyo Maru were appalling. 
Between decks, the Japanese had inserted a layer of bamboo scaffolding to make 
extra decks, and the holds were crammed with bunks, three or four deep.  Every 
level was jammed with prisoners, many of them sick, weak and emaciated.  The 
bunks filled up quickly.  Many men could only stand; the others sat with their 
legs pulled up or squatted in holds coated with a glutinous black substance, 
probably the melted remains of a cargo of sugar cane mixed with remnants of 
later loads of coal or iron ore.  Both forward holds–numbers  one and two–and 
the forward deck were crammed with the miserable romushas.  Aft, holds three 
and four held the POWs. 

There was not enough water, and there were no latrine facilities, save for a few 
boxes suspended outboard on the upper deck.  Some prisoners were too weak 
even to reach these primitive privies, and human excrement accumulated in the 
holds and dripped down from the hatch covers.  Some prisoners remained on the 
upper deck, exposed to wind and chilly rain at night and brutal tropical sun 
throughout the day; the rest baked in the iron ovens below.  Men sat on cargo 
derricks and on the hatch covers, from which every other plank had been 
removed to admit a vestige of air.  Before the ship ever sailed, the stench of 
human bodies and human waste was overpowering.  Many prisoners suffered 
from malaria or dysentery or both.  Some died; others went mad.  The sick and 
the weak sank further toward death.  There was virtually no lifesaving gear on 
board.  A lifeboat hung outboard on either side of the centre island; some life 
rafts were piled on deck.  That was all, and all that the prisoners could hope for. 
One account says the Japanese donned their own life vests as soon as the ship 
put to sea, but there were no vests for the prisoners. 

Before Junyo Maru departed, one English prisoner made a desperate attempt to 
escape by diving overboard and swimming for shore.  He was cut off by some of 
the Japanese crew in a small boat, beaten up, returned to the hell ship and locked 
up.  If anybody else tried to escape, the prisoners were told, the penalty would be 
death. 

Junyo Maru sailed from Batavia on September 16.  Turning west through Sunda 
Strait, she passed the volcanic island of Krakatoa and set a course northwest, 
parallel to the western seaboard of Sumatra.  On the 17th, she headed on toward 
the port of Padang, about halfway up the coast of that long island.  On that night 
came a torrential rain, drenching the men on deck and streaming into the hold to 
mix with the sticky mess in which the prisoners already sat or squatted.  The 
prisoners on deck, unprotected, shook with cold, but there was no shelter. 

Continued … ... 
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The ship steamed some 15 or 20 miles from the coast, escorted by two vessels 
that one prisoner described as a corvette and a gunboat, and for most of the day 
also covered by one or two aircraft.  While the escorts sometimes circled the 
freighter, they spent most of the voyage trailing her, one on each beam.  The 
escort commander may have been careless, lazy or both, or maybe he was 
convinced that this voyage was a milk run.  If so, he would soon find out just 
how wrong he was. 

Out in the blue water of the Indian Ocean a sleek steel shark waited, haunting 
the Japanese shipping lanes along the Sumatran coast.  No escorts were going 
to get between her and her prey.  She was the submarine Tradewind, a twin-
screw Triton-class boat of the Royal Navy, commanded by Lt. Cmdr. S.L.C. 
Maydon.  A new boat, commissioned just a year before at Chatham, England, 
Tradewind displaced over 1,300 tons.  She could do more than 15 knots on the 
surface and almost 9 submerged.  And she packed a real punch:  She was armed 
with 11 21-inch torpedo tubes with 17 reloads, and boasted surface armament 
of a 4-inch gun, a 20mm Oerlikon AA cannon and three machine guns.  Her 
range extended to 8,000 miles at 8 knots. 

Tradewind had left the port of Trincomalee, Ceylon (now Sri Lanka), on 
September 8.  By the 17th, she was cruising in her patrol area, though she was 
severely handicapped by the failure of both her radar and her high-power 
periscope.  But her skipper was made of stern stuff, and he was determined to 
carry on with his patrol for another day. 

He and Tradewind’s 61-man crew quickly scored a couple of small successes 
against the Japanese.  On the 13th, Tradewind surfaced to board a sampan in 
Sungei Pinang Bay, took off her five man and one monkey crew–the monkey 
had earned his keep throwing coconuts down from palm trees–and sank her.  
Then, three days later off Indrapura Point, Tradewind stopped and boarded 
Bintang Pasisir (Star of the Shore), a large sailing prau, sending her on her way 
when a quick search revealed she was loaded only with nutmegs and cinnamon 
bark.  Only the ship’s papers were taken. 

An hour or so after leaving Bintang Pasisir behind, Tradewind’s crew boarded 
still another prau, and found this one loaded with cement for the Japanese.  
Seven of the eight-man crew were sent ashore in a small boat–the eighth said 
he’d rather be a British prisoner–and the British boarding party primed the prau 
with two demolition charges.  She blew up, as Commander Maydon’s report 
said, with a most satisfactory scattering of Japanese cement.  But now someone 
on the submarine took a close look at Bintang Pasisir’s papers, which revealed 
she was also carrying cement, iron and barrels of nails, in addition to her 
innocent cargo of nuts and bark.  Like the cement Tradewind had just 
satisfactorily scattered, that cargo was also bound for the Japanese at Benkulen, 
on the coast of southern Sumatra. 

So Tradewind turned back to find the prau, which she did a couple of hours 
later.  The vessel’s crew was sent ashore, and Maydon ordered Bintang Pasisir 

… ... Continued  
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set afire, then riddled her with rounds from the sub’s 
Oerlikon.  As the prau settled beneath the waves, Tradewind went on to look for 
bigger game. 

Two days later, on the 18th, she found it.  At about 3pm, the officer of the watch, 
reserve Sub-Lt. P.C. Daley, spotted a tiny plume of smoke through the 
secondary periscope, about 13,000 yards to the south.  Maydon accordingly 
ordered full speed toward the target.  Because, as Maydon’s report stated, range 
taking and hence estimation of speed through a low-power periscope is very 
inaccurate over 4,000 yards, he had to close the range.  As he did so, he found he 
was stalking an old fashioned merchantman, a 4,000- to 5,000-ton, three-island 
vessel with a single thin funnel and two masts.  Maydon guessed she was about 
two-thirds fully loaded.  At long range, without his high-power periscope, he 
could not guess what that load was. 

Tradewind’s skipper could see that the freighter had two escorts - one to her 
starboard, the other on her port quarter.  They were identified in Tradewind’s 
patrol report as motor launches, and his crew picked up their radar echoes.  In 
spite of their presence, however, Maydon pressed his attack, guessing his 
target’s speed at about 8 knots, estimated from the echoes of his asdic (sonar).  
His target was zig-zagging, but obligingly zig-zagged back to her original 
course.  And so, a little before 4pm, Tradewind was in position at a right angle 
to the plodding merchant ship’s course and about 1,800 yards away. 

A few moments later, Tradewind fired four torpedoes at 15-second intervals, 
dived and turned away.  About a minute and a half later, her crew heard an 
explosion, and 15 seconds later came a second blast.  Junyo Maru’s escorts put 
in a depth-charge attack, dropping three charges, but by then the submarine was 
deep beneath the surface and moving away.  A little over a quarter of an hour 
after the strike of the last torpedo, Tradewind’s asdic picked up the crackling 
sounds of the target breaking up. 

Because her main periscope was out of commission, Tradewind could not 
closely search for hostile aircraft or get a good look at the armament carried by 
the little escorts.  Had Maydon been able to judge the strength of their 
armament, as he said in his report, it might have been profitable to have waited 
until they were well laden with survivors and then to have surfaced and gunned 
them.  Under the circumstances this was not considered prudent.  And so 
Maydon reloaded his tubes and wisely waited until just after 5 before he 
returned to periscope depth and risked a look through the secondary periscope.  
The sea was empty, except for the outline of one of the escorts about three miles 
away.  The target was gone, and Tradewind turned away.  As night fell, she 
surfaced, moving southeast through torrents of rain.  Behind her in the darkness 
the sea was full of dying men. 

Junyo Maru had indeed gone to the bottom, and gone quickly.  One torpedo had 
smashed into her forward, a second aft, the first hurling a shower of debris into 
the air–metal, wood and human beings.  The stricken freighter soon began to go 
down by the stern, her siren screaming.  There was panic in the crowded holds. 

Continued … ... 
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The prisoners down below had only a single iron ladder by which to escape their 
steel trap, and the men struggled and fought to reach their only way out.  Others 
climbed high enough to pull themselves up by the braces supporting the planks 
covering the hatch.  Some men already on deck helped others out of the 
struggling mass in the hold.  Up on deck the senior POW officer, an English 
captain named Upton, was giving orders to clear prisoners’ dunnage away from 
the stacks of life rafts and get them over the side.  Many of the captives pitched 
in to follow his directions.  Meanwhile, the Japanese guards ran aimlessly back 
and forth–some jumping into the sea, still carrying their rifles. 

The crew struggled to release the two lifeboats slung outboard toward the rear 
of the centre island, and POWs began to throw into the sea not only life rafts, but 
pieces of timber and anything else that would float.  More and more of them 
began to jump overboard as the dying freighter settled deeper by the stern. The 
men in the water could see the torpedo holes in her sides, gaping gashes some 20 
feet across. As the gunboat circled the area dropping depth charges, the corvette 
began to pick up survivors. Some prisoners were saved, but most of those 
rescued were Japanese, each of whom waved a small Japanese flag, apparently 
part of their equipment. 

The terrified romushas huddled together toward the bow.  Only a few of them 
tried to save themselves by jumping overboard, and a few tried to climb the 
foremast to escape the rising water.  By now the Japanese had gotten one 
lifeboat overboard, but it flooded quickly because of a hole in the side.  When 
swimming prisoners tried to grasp the sides of the swamped boat, the Japanese 
in the boat beat them off with an axe. 

As Junyo Maru settled deeper in the water, her bow rose more sharply into the 
air and the cluster of romushas began to slide toward the stern and the 
remorseless rising water.  As the angle of her deck rose, men began to lose their 
grip and fall into the sea.  And then the freighter slid quickly beneath the 
surface, her bow rising almost to the vertical, and she was gone, leaving the 
surface of the Indian Ocean littered with struggling men. 

Night fell and the stars came out. Survivors clung to rafts and debris while their 
strength held out.  All around them other men were dying in the night, crying for 

help in the darkness, but there was no help 
to come.  One group pulled their most 
exhausted comrades onto their almost 
submerged raft, then swam away from 
other desperate cries in the night, fearful 
that their raft would not support another 
human being.  Some swimmers finally gave 
up, letting themselves slip beneath the 
water.  One man bit another prisoner in the 
neck and drank his blood.  At daybreak, the 
Japanese corvette returned, and some of 
those still living were 

… ... Continued  
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pulled from the water.  
The rest were gone. 

Of the 1,700 or so 
Western POWs and about 
500 Indonesian prisoners, 
some 1,500 died.  Of the 
romushas, more than 
4,300 of them, only a 
couple of hundred 
survived.  As closely as it 
is possible to estimate, 
4,320 men went down 
with Junyo Maru or died 
in the water later.  And 
that does not count the 
survivors who were 
worked to death, 
murdered or died of 
disease in 120-degree heat 
during the construction of 
the Sumatran railway.  Of 
680 saved from the sea 
and sent to build the 

railroad, one survivor wrote, only 96 of the POWs survived; there were no 
survivors among the miserable romushas. 

Tradewind and her captain survived the war.  The submarine served until she 
was put into fleet reserve at Portsmouth in 1953.  She was scrapped two years 
later.  For a long time Maydon did not know about the cargo of the ship he had 
sunk off western Sumatra.  It was not until many years after the sinking that he 
corresponded with a survivor, asking what the cargo of Junyo Maru had been.  
The submariners had always been afraid, he wrote, that we would scupper our 
own people.  Only then did he learn, from the survivor, that his torpedoes had in 
fact killed thousands of his own, and Allied, troops.  The effect of that 
knowledge on Maydon can only be imagined. 

No blame attaches to Tradewind’s skipper, a fighting sailor carrying out his 
orders, or to the other Western fighting men whose bombs and torpedoes took 
the lives of their own countrymen or allies.  The real blame lies with the 
Japanese, not only for their callous and brutal treatment of prisoners and slave 
labourers but also because they neglected to display the red cross as a warning 
that the hell ships carried POWs.  Displaying that respected talisman would have 
cost next to nothing.  And it would have saved thousands of lives.   

Some things are hard to forgive. 

POW survivors 
Former POWs spotted in the South China Sea by  

USS Pampanito following the sinking of the convoy 
including the Rakuyo Maru and the Kachidoki Maru  

in September 1944.  The men were rescued by the same 

US submarines responsible for the sinking.  

Continued … ... 
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NAVY 

Navy, Army and RAAF Newspapers & Media Releases 
www.defence.gov.au/news/navynews,  
www.defence.gov.au/news/armynews  
www.defence.gov.au/news/raafnews 

The offshore patrol vessel program has reached a milestone with two 
halves of the first Arafura-class ship coming together to form a complete 
hull.  The Australian Naval Infrastructure operations team manoeuvred 
the two mega-blocks of the ship together, with only millimetres between 
them.  It was the largest industrial manoeuvre performed at Osborne 
Naval Shipyard in South Australia, where Luerssen Australia is building 
the ship in partnership with the Australian Submarine 

Millimetre perfect  Navy News May 14, 2020  

Half of the hull for the first Arafura class offshore patrol  
vessel is manoeuvred at Osborne Naval Shipyard. 

… ... Continued  

http://www.defence.gov.au/news/navynews
http://www.defence.gov.au/news/armynews
http://www.defence.gov.au/news/raafnews
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Cpl Julia Whitwell (the writer of this 
article) UNSEEN on a feature, watching 
enemy movements, an artillery observer 
radios a report and awaits for the next 
command – to call for fire, move or stay 
in place.  Bdr Jack Jennings, of 1 Regt 
RAA, said the responsibility on a team of 
sometimes just two people was intense.  
“It takes experience and mental 
preparation to understand what you’re 
looking for and your report can affect the 
manoeuvre commander’s next decision,” 
Bdr Jennings said. Working with 

ARMY 

A joint terminal attack controller 

guides a 500-pound general-purpose 
bomb onto a simulated enemy position 

in the Townsville Field Training Area 
during Exercise Nigrum Pugio 2019. 

Report and reload 

Corporation.  Defence Minister Linda Reynolds said it 
was “a source of great pride to see a unified purpose among industry 
partners”. “The Government is forging ahead with our landmark naval 
shipbuilding Millimetre perfect programs to not only deliver the 
important capabilities needed for the ADF but provide a significant 
positive impact to the economy and continue to deliver jobs,” Minister 
Reynolds said. The first of the vessels, the future HMAS Arafura, is 
scheduled to enter service early this decade and will conduct border 
protection and maritime patrol missions alongside Australian and regional 
partners.  Watch the video at: https://youtu.be/o-pNbEJ_-78 
 

Cape-class patrol boats are coming.    

The government is 
investing about $350 
million for the build 
program of six new 
Cape-class patrol boats 
for the Navy.  The 
vessels will be built by 
Western Australian 
company Austal.  The 
Australian Border 

Force currently operates eight Cape-class patrol boats, while the Navy 
operates two leased ones.  The six new boats will grow the patrol boat 
force to 16 vessels. 

Continued … ... 
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manoeuvre forces to provide overwatch and fire support, artillery observers can 
have a plethora of joint-fire assets at their fingertips including artillery, mortars, 
rockets, naval gunfire, attack helicopters and fast jets.  They work in Joint Fires 
Teams of up to six, either as an attachment to manoeuvre forces or at an 
observation post.  If they’re from 1 Regt RAA, the team may include Gnr 
Nicholas Schaller.  “If we’re attached to an infantry platoon or a cavalry 
squadron, we provide them with fire support, either in the battle with them or 
placed on a feature to provide overwatch,” Gnr Schaller said.  “We call artillery 
fire on targets pre-designated or on opportunistic targets as they pop up.”  But it 
isn’t all sitting on a feature, leisurely calling in fire at distant targets.  “Working 
directly with infantry, we do a lot of pack marching with heavy equipment to be 
able to do our job – like batteries and radios – and we have to be fit enough to 
keep up with them,” Gnr Schaller said.  “Intellectually it’s challenging because 
of the maths we apply to plot targets for artillery fire.  “You’ve got to keep your 
skills sharp.  If you don’t – and it’s your mission – it’s easy to see you don’t 
know what you’re doing.”  Commander Joint Fires Team Capt William Ryan 
and his team offered a variety of information to manoeuvre commanders.  “We 
provide constant surveillance in the target area for as long as required – by day 
or night.  We could be on a feature for 96 hours.  It’s all mission dependent,” 
Capt Ryan said.  “We do everything from high value target identifications to 
route surveillance, or pattern-of-life observation.”  But avoiding detection was 
key.  “Our greatest asset is to blend into our environment because compromise is 
not an option,” Capt Ryan said. 

 

ADF Medical Personnel Assisting during Covid-17 
Mission accomplished by Flg-Off Claire Burnett 

THE ADF and AUSMAT have concluded their support at Burnie’s North West 
Regional Hospital following an outbreak of COVID-19 among its staff.  Fifty 
ADF personnel and seven AUSMAT health workers ensured the emergency 
department remained open and provided essential health services to residents of 
north-west Tasmania while hospital staff undertook 14 days of quarantine.  The 
team included ADF doctors, emergency nurses, a pharmacist, radiographer, 
environmental health officer and general support personnel.  Defence Minister 
Linda Reynolds said the ADF had shown its ability to support state and territory 
governments.  “This was the first time the ADF had been called on to help 
operate a domestic hospital.  Within just a matter of hours of being tasked, the 
team was heading to Tasmania to assist,” Senator Reynolds said.  “For more 
than two weeks, they provided support to the people of north-west Tasmania 
including enhanced infection control, primary care, acute resuscitation, minor 
procedures and consulting care.”  Commander JTG 629.5 Col David Hughes 
said the ADF medical team supported AUSMAT to reopen and operate the 

… ... Continued  
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RAAF F35A Lightning Low Level Training  
over Mid North Coast NSW 

Residents in the Forster and Bulahdelah areas 
were advised up to five F-35A Lightning 
aircraft from RAAF Base Williamtown, near 
Newcastle would conduct essential low flying 
training activities during the week 27-30 April. 

Seventeen F-35A Lightning II aircraft are now 
based at RAAF Base Williamtown, and are 
gradually replacing the ageing F/A-18A/B 
Hornet aircraft. 

Commander of Air Combat Group, Air Commodore (AIRCDRE) Tim Alsop 
said local residents might be surprised to see different fighter jets conducting 
low flying activities in the area. 

No. 3 Squadron (3SQN) training included some low-level flying as part of 
developing air-to-surface tactics. 

“3SQN aircrew are all experienced pilots who have been flying the F-35A 
aircraft in the United States since 2015, and in Australia since their introduction 
in December 2018. 

“Developing skills in low-level attacks is an important part of Defence training – 
and we needed to test the F-35A capability as part of the verification and 
validation process for its initial operating capability,’’ AIRCDRE Alsop said. 

Fighter jets operated over the ocean well off the Hunter and Great Lakes coasts 
for 70 per cent of their training. 

The remaining 30 per cent of operations were conducted to the west and north of 
RAAF Base Williamtown and other parts of Australia. 

emergency department.  “The team worked tirelessly with 
AUSMAT in the emergency department and over 14 days saw more than 400 
patients,” Col Hughes said.  AUSMAT mission lead Bronte Martin said the joint 
ADF-AUSMAT team was grateful for the generous support and warm welcome 
shown by the community.  “We would like to acknowledge and sincerely thank 
the emergency department staff for their ongoing support and that of Tasmanian 
health colleagues across the region for their commitment to the health and safety 
of the community,” Ms Martin said.  “On behalf of the nurses, doctors, medics, 
allied health and support team members, it has been our collective privilege to 
serve the north-west Tasmanian community and step in to restore and provide 
essential emergency care services while the healthcare system recovered.”  Col 
Hughes said the deployment was an example of the ADF supporting the national 
interest. 

Continued … ... 
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Bushfire Support 
by the RAAF 

Air Commodore Jorry 
S. Koloay, Deputy of 
Operations Assistant 
Commander TNI 
(Indonesian National 
Armed Forces) and 
members of his staff 
visit TNI soldiers 
integrated with 5th 
Engineer Regiment and 
Lithgow City Council 
staff as part of 
Operation Bushfire 
Assist 2019-20. 

Operation Bushfire 
Assist 2019-2020 is the Australian Defence Force’s (ADF) support to the 
national bushfire emergency. The ADF established three Joint Task Forces under 
Operation Bushfire Assist to facilitate ADF support to emergency services in the 
Australian Capital Territory, New South Wales, Victoria, South Australia and 
Tasmania. 

Private Wahyu W, an Indonesian Army Corps Engineer, 

carves up a felled tree on a rural property in Lithgow,  
NSW, during Operation Bushfire Assist 2019-2020. 

National Reconciliation Week 

National Reconciliation Week (NRW) is held annually 
between 27 May and 3 June and celebrates building 
respectful relationships between Aboriginal and Torres 
Strait Islander Australians, and non-Indigenous 
Australians. 

The theme for NRW 2020 is ‘In this together’, which 
invites Australians from all backgrounds to contribute to a 
unified future. Defence is proud of the contributions and 
achievements of past and present Aboriginal and Torres 
Strait Islander servicemen and women in defending 
Australia’s national interests, and participates in NRW 
annually. 

Flt Lt Kristal House is 

the RAAF Indigenous 
Liaison Officer for  

23 Squadron based  
at RAAF Amberley 

“Air Force is committed to ensuring every effort is made to minimise any 
inconvenience to residents living in these areas and the ongoing support of local 
communities is appreciated,” AIRCDRE Alsop said. 

AIRCDRE Alsop said local residents can refer to the RAAF Base Williamtown 
Operations Near Me site for information on flying operations, and can 
subscribe to RSS feeds for updates. 

https://aircraftnoisemap.airforce.gov.au/assets/site.html?373#base/1
https://aircraftnoisemap.airforce.gov.au/assets/site.html?373#base/1


20 

ANZAC AT HOME 2020 

The Roser’s Dawn Service At the Memorial Chester Hill 

Jim Baba’s garden display The Bass Hill sub-Branch 
Wreath 

A simple bottle with a 
painted soldier and 

candle say it all 
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Ivan Tilmouth 
and his Wife at 

the Chester  
Hill Memorial  

Jacqui Roser  
placing a floral 
tribute on the  
Memorial at  
Chester Hill 

Jim Baba’s neighbours 
Dawn Commemoration 
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Morris, an 82 year-old man, went to the doctor to get a physical. 
A few days later, the doctor saw Morris walking down the street with a gor-
geous young woman on his arm. 
A couple of days later, the doctor spoke to Morris and said, 'You're really do-
ing great, aren't you?' 
Morris replied, 'Just doing what you said, Doc: 'Get a hot mamma and be 
cheerful.'' 
The doctor said, 'I didn't say that.. I said, 'You've got a heart murmur; be 
careful.' 
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LAST POST 
 

Tu Kiet Tran 
Captain—66/100941 

Army Republic Viet Nam 
1946—2020 

 

Lest we forget 

STOP PRESS 
 

We are still waiting for the NSW Government  
to decide when our Chester Hill RSL Club  
will be able to re-open its doors allowing  

our sub-Branch to hold meetings.   
Until then, we keep on waiting. 

 

The dates listed on page 2 are tentative  
only and we will notify you when  

the next meeting will be held. 

ANSWER:  No, it is not that they all have at least 2 double letters. 
 

In all of the words listed, if you take the first letter, place it at the end  
of the word, and then spell the word backwards, it will be the same word. 

Did you figure it out? 


