PO Box 7019,
Bass Hill, NSW 2197
Tel/Fax 02 9644 3292
Email: sub-branch@basshillrslsb.org.au
www.basshillrslsb.org.au
Now on Facebook

“The price of liberty is eternal vigilance”

Issue 92

September, 2019

SUB-BRANCH COMMITTEE—2017—2020
Telephone: 02 9644 3292
President ...................................... Ron Duckworth — 0408 245 255
Vice President .............................. Ian Muirhead, Ambrose Dinh JP
Secretary....................................... Gary Roser JP
Treasurer ..................................... Ralph Hannaford
Minute Secretary ........................ Lee-Ann Taylor
Committee ................................... Max Stone, David Tu, Brian Abbot
....................................................... Ian Kennedy JP, Greg Brown
Welfare Officer ........................... Greg Brown
FSMDC Delegates ....................... Ron Duckworth, Ian Muirhead
Alt FSMDC Delegate ................... Ian Kennedy JP, Gary Roser JP
Sub-Branch Trustees .................. Ron Duckworth, Max Stone, Ralph Hannaford
Newsletter Editor ......................... Gary Roser JP - 0409 919 364
Bankstown City Aged Care ........ Ian Muirhead, Gary Roser JP
Webmaster ................................... Max Stone
Schools Liaison Officer .............. Ambrose Dinh JP
For service ring the Secretary, Gary Roser on 0409 919 364

EDITORIAL** Gary Roser, Editor

Sub-Branch Meetings
Committee

Sub-Branch

Mondays 4.30pm Sundays 10:30am
Well here we are at Chester
Hill RSL Club. For over 60
16th September 22nd September
years we were based at Bass Hill RSL
27th October
21st October
Club, but due to Bankstown not being
th
th
able to afford to keep it open, it fell in a 18 November 24 November
heap, Losing about $35K per month.
No Meeting
TBA
So how did it happen? It is my
nothing was done to entice people into the club. Things were suggested
to entice people and it was all in the too hard basket. Bankstown blame
the purchase of Birrong Bowling Club and Chester Hill RSL Club for
sending Bass Hill down the gurgler. It is my opinion that the facilities of
these Clubs met with the publics approval. Bass Hill only offered good
food, Gaming and drinks. I was told by the CEO some time ago that there
was no money in entertainment. If that is so, why does Chester Hill Club
have entertainment, bingo, club poker, line dancing as well as gaming,
food and beverages?
Well that’s the end of Bass Hill. Let’s support Chester Hill RSL Club!
**The editorial is entirely my own opinion and does not reflect the Sub-Branch Executive.
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PRESIDENT’S REPORT
Hello Members, what an eventful 2 months since our
last newsletter. Our Secretary has already mentioned
our move to Chester Hill, but I take this opportunity to
thank you, Members for your commitment to the subBranch and the decision regarding the move.
Four days following the last meeting, we got the
removalist in and in 3 hours we were relocated. Thanks to Campsie
RSL Club for all their assistance. As far as the sub-Branch goes, it is
business as usual. The only thing is that we will be operating out of
Chester Hill Club instead of Bass Hill.
Don’t forget to join the club. $11.00 for 5 years full membership. Just
go to reception and ask the staff member on duty. They will sign you
up on the spot.
In July, I conducted an RSL Tribute for John Swindells and we have
included his eulogy in this newsletter. John was a friend to all and I
know I will miss his quiet counsel.
Christmas in July at the Buttia Barn was another successful bus trip. I
am sure that everyone enjoyed the day.
A number of is went to the Crystal Palace for the Vietnamese Rangers
function and in August we attend the Log Tan Day Commemorations
ast the Crystal Palace and Cabra-Vale Park.
Gary and I attended the Ballroom Dancing Festival at Club Italia. An
excellent day with some very good dancing performances.
We took the Women’s Auxiliary on their monthly bus trips.
Merrylands Bowling Club in August and Davistown RSL in September.
Ian and I attended Padstow sub-Branch’s members’ luncheon in August.
Roland Storm was the entertainer and he was pleased that I used his
song “Poppies” whilst we laid the poppies at John Swindells funeral.
On Saturday, 31st August, I drove the bus for Bankstown sub-Branch to
Government House. The occasion was for a reception by the NSW
Governor and the State Government for the Vietnam Veterans.
Sunday, 8th September, Gary and I attended the NSW Australian Air
League presentations at the Crest Oval. A great day, although bitterly
cold. We didn’t learn from last year.
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In amongst all this I have been involved with the Constitutional
Committee and meetings in at ANZAC House. At the last meeting we
made some minor changes to the proposed Constitution and that final
version should be out before this meeting.
Standard Operating
Procedures (SOP’s) will replace the current regulations and by-laws.
They will be less restrictive then what we have currently and will merely
provide guidelines on how to achieve the final result.
Over the next couple of months we have some schools going to the
Kokoda Track. Check the events list. If you would like to attend let us
know.

The October meeting will see Ian and I at State Congress in Albury
representing this sub-Branch. Ambrose will chair the meeting.
That’s enough from me, see you at the meetings.
Ron Duckworth, President

If there was a shred of doubt the world
is totally insane, this will remove it ...
This says it all …
Pythagoras' Theorem: ..........................................................24 words.
Lord's Prayer: ......................................................................66 words.
Archimedes' Principle: ........................................................67 words.
Ten Commandments: ..........................................................179 words.
Gettysburg Address: ............................................................286 words.
US Declaration of Independence : .......................................1,300 words.
US Constitution with all 27 Amendments: ..........................7,818 words.
EU Regulations on the Sale of CABBAGES: .....................26,911 words
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SECRETARY’S REPORT
Hello Members and Friends,
By now President Ron has explained our move to a new
office at Chester Hill RSL Club.
We are on Level 2A at the rear of the stage. Quite flash
when you are supplied with your own dunny.
When Bankstown decided we had to move they rang the
CEO of Campsie Craig Love. Campsie lease Chester Hill RSL off the
owners Chester Hill—Carramar RSL sub-Branch. August General
Meeting decided to move to Chester Hill.
When we moved Clubs we said goodbye to Hong and Tom Woo at the
Bass Hill Bistro. But they are now at Chester Hill Bowling Club, also a
Club owned by Campsie. Having a membership of Chester Hill you are
also a member of the Chester Hill Bowling Club and Campsie RSL for
$11.00 for 5 years full membership.
We have been receiving many communiques about the new Constitution.
The final draft is in our office and I have emailed it out to those who are
on a computer. It is much simpler and written in plain English, so we can
all understand it.
Since the beginning of 2019 we have seen great changes in the League.
The President at the time was pushing an agenda of “govern from the
top”. When the last presented constitution failed to be accepted by the
Membership, many things changed. It was realised that without the
Members there would not be a League.
I am fully supportive of this final constitution. There is no doubt there
will be some things that will need to be amended. That happens over
time. So I ask our Members to read it before they judge it. I know there
are Members of the League who are voicing a distrust of the new
constitution, but in my opinion, they have not read it. Please do it.
If you are attending the September General Meeting you will meet our
fellow League Members from Chester Hill—Carramar sub-Branch. We
are not in competition with their sub-Branch, but will combine for
Remembrance and ANZAC Days. Let’s work together. Thank you
Chester Hill—Carramar for being tolerant. Gary Roser J.P.

Welfare Officer:

Greg Brown
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0400 190 755

https://www.awm.gov.au/shop

History of MV Krait and Operation Jaywick
The MV Krait (formerly named Kofuku Maru) was originally the
property of a Japanese fishing firm in Singapore. With the Japanese
invasion of Singapore in February 1942, the vessel was used to rescue
survivors from Allied ships that had been sunk along the coast of
Sumatra. Later, the Krait became central to a covert wartime mission,
Operation Jaywick. Its objective was to destroy shipping vessels in
Japanese-occupied Singapore Harbour. Commanded by British army
officer Major Ivan Lyon, the team comprised four British and 11
Australian sailors and soldiers.
Disguised as Malay fishermen aboard the former Japanese fishing vessel,
the men of the Krait embarked upon a three-week journey from Exmouth,
Western Australia, to Subor Island, south of Singapore. Arriving at
5.20pm on 26th September 1943, Lyon and his team paddled to Singapore
in collapsible canoes. They reached the harbour after dark and slipped
from ship to ship, attaching magnetic limpet mines before making their
escape. When the mines exploded, seven ships were sunk or damaged.
The six men then paddled another 80 kilometres in six days to rendezvous
with the Krait on 2nd October.
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Upon its return to Australia the Krait encountered a Japanese destroyer
navigating the Lombok Strait. The destroyer came within 100 yards, but
the Krait’s disguise was sufficient to allay any suspicions, and it
continued its journey unscathed. The Krait returned to Australian shores
on 19th October 1943, having covered some 4,000 nautical miles during
its 48-day mission.
Restoration of the MV Krait
The MV Krait was acquired by the Australian War Memorial in 1987.
Since then, it has remained on permanent loan to the Australian National
Maritime Museum. For decades the MV Krait was docked in Darling
Harbour. However, age has wearied the vessel, and so in 2017 extensive
restoration work commenced.
Shipwrights and conservators continue to work to restore the hull, replace
the decks, and return the vessel to its wartime configuration.
Unfortunately, some original material (such as decking timbers and nails)
could not be salvaged. Owing to their historical significance, these
materials have been retained.

Restoration work is
carried out at the
Australian National
Maritime Museum

God’s Problem Now!
His wife's graveside service was just barely finished, when
there was a massive clap of thunder, followed by a
tremendous bolt of lightning, accompanied by even more
thunder rumbling in the distance.
The little, old man looked at the pastor and calmly said, "Well,
she’s there."
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You Know When Your Over the Hill When……
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Most seniors never get enough exercise. In His wisdom God decreed
that seniors become forgetful so they would have to search for their
glasses, keys and other things, thus doing more walking. And God
looked down and saw that it was good.
Then God saw there was another need. In His wisdom He made
seniors lose co-ordination so they would drop things, requiring them
to bend, reach, and stretch. And God looked down and saw that it
was good.
Then God considered the function of bladders and decided seniors
would have additional calls of nature, requiring more trips to the
bathroom, thus providing more exercise. God looked down and saw
that it was good.
So if you find as you age, you are getting up and down more,
remember it's God's will. It is all in your best interest even though
you mutter under your breath.
Nine Important Facts to Remember as We Grow Older
1.
Death is the number 1 killer in the world.
2.
Life is sexually transmitted.
3.
Good health is merely the slowest possible rate at which one can
die.
4.
Men have 2 motivations: hunger and hanky panky, and they
can't tell them apart. If you see a gleam in his eyes, make him a
sandwich.
5.
Give a person a fish and you feed them for a day. Teach a
person to use the Internet and they won't bother you for weeks,
months, maybe years.
6.
Health nuts are going to feel stupid someday, lying in the
hospital, dying of nothing.
7.
All of us could take a lesson from the weather. It pays no
attention to criticism.
8.
In the 60's, people took LSD to make the world weird. Now the
world is weird, and people take Prozac to make it normal.
9.
Life is like a jar of jalapeno peppers. What you do today may
be a burning issue tomorrow.
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ATM ID:
ML2019 Notice
Agency:
Department of Veterans' Affairs
Category:
85100000 - Comprehensive health services
Close Date & Time:
31-Oct-2019 2:00 pm (ACT Local Time)
Publish Date:
29-Jul-2019
Location:
ACT, NSW, VIC, SA, WA, QLD, NT, TAS
Description:

DVA is seeking to identify a more efficient and effective way to gather
medical evidence, in order to facilitate the timely determination of
compensation and rehabilitation claims.
DVA intends to approach the market through the release of a Request for
Tender (RFT) in the fourth quarter of 2019. The RFT seeks to establish a
Managing Contractor to coordinate the gathering of medical evidence and
the provision of medical assessments of veterans throughout Australia.
This includes veterans who reside in regional and remote areas.
DVA legislation - the Veterans’ Entitlements Act 1986 (VEA); the
Safety, Rehabilitation and Compensation (Defence-related Claims) Act
1988 (DRCA); and the Military Rehabilitation and Compensation Act
2004 (MRCA) - requires evidence-based decision making. Medical
evidence enables DVA to establish veteran diagnoses, to assess the degree
of incapacity or impairment resulting from the condition, and in some
cases, to establish links to a veteran’s Australian Defence Force service.
This, in turn, determines whether liability exists, and whether a claim for
compensation or rehabilitation is able to be approved.
DVA’s current claim process is to ascertain if the veteran’s claim form is
sufficient to determine liability. If not, DVA will refer to the medical
evidence on file, including the veteran’s service records. If this data is
still not sufficient to determine a claim, DVA will seek further medical
10

evidence from Defence, the veteran, and/or the veteran’s treating general
practitioner or specialist.
In some circumstances, where insufficient evidence is available from the
above mentioned sources, DVA may need to approach a medico-legal
provider for an assessment and report. This may occur if:
•

The veteran does not have a treating doctor, or where there is
insufficient or conflicting information;

•

The treating doctor cannot or will not provide the required evidence
or cannot provide it in a timely manner;

•

A subsequent report still does not meet the diagnostic criteria; or

•

A report is deficient in some aspect and a report from a further
medical professional is required for the purpose specified in the
referral.
To assist DVA in developing the RFT documentation, we encourage
tenders from suitable organisations who have the capacity to deliver the
Veterans’ Medical Evidence Gathering Services to complete the attached
survey
Conditions for Participation:
None
Timeframe for Delivery:
None
Address for Lodgement:
AusTender – www.tenders.gov.au

A General noticed one of his Soldiers behaving oddly. The Soldier
would pick up any piece of paper he found, frown, say, "That's not it"
and put it down again.
This went on for some time until the General arranged to have the
Soldier psychologically tested. The Psychologist concluded that the
Soldier was deranged, and wrote out his discharge from the Army.
The Soldier picked it up, smiled, and said: "That's it."
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WHAT LONG TAN MEANS TO US
By Duc Nhuan Tran

Member of the Bass Hill RSL sub-Branch

What’s Long Tan? Yes, it’s the name of a very tiny,
remote hamlet of Batia Province of South Viet Nam.
It’s nowhere to know, no mans land, but it’s a good
hide out for Viet Cong guerrillas with two to three
metre high grasses, scrubs, big trunk trees, full of
insects and mosquitos.
The words Long Tan didn’t appear on the 1:50.000
scale of a military map. It became famous after a fiery
battle occurred there on the day 17th and the whole night to the 18th August,
1966 between a small Australian force with those who had just came to Vietnam
some weeks before against a large force of VC. These days, that day became
Vietnam Veterans’ day in Australia - nationwide.
An Australian Infantry company with no more than 108 soldiers versus a
regiment many VC believed to have more than 2500 gunners. The VC were the
masters of ambushing, attacking and sneaking away from the field which was
their home ground, which they chose well and were well prepared. Each Aussie
soldier confronted a ratio of 25 of the enemy. Normally it’s easy to imagine the
ratio of 25 hungry wolves mauling a kangaroo in seconds. One company to be
written off by a regiment in a couple of hours, oh so easily. But, under those
extreme conditions of weather, of a monsoon down pour, the darkness of the
night, the thick jungle, muddy soil etc., the kick boxing kangaroos knocked out
their opponents, pushed back the so called wolves and the wave of humans.
To the dawn of the day, the 18th, the sound of gun shots exchanging almost
stopped. The battlefield was a temporary calm. It’s time to wonder who were
the winners.
Oh! What a fairy tale like David and Goliath. Normally, logically, after the gun
smoke faded, those stand steadily, controlled by the ground, with less casualties
were the winners. That’s the Aussie boys.
The D Company of 6RAR lost 17 Members, plus one gunner of an APC Unit.
While the VC forces who withdrew from the ring, left 250 bodies of their
comrades on the field. Comparing 108 Aussies fighting against 2,500 VC with
18 dead compared to 250 dead, a much higher ratio of deaths.
The Long Tan Battle in fact was not a big one throughout the Vietnam War. But
it’s GREAT. Yes, it’s GREAT. We the then ARVN soldiers had lots of lessons
learning from you, the Australian Army. We bow down with respect and raised
you as “The Masters”. The precious thing you gave us was the spirit, the
discipline, well trained, well commanding and how to operate using tactics.
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And after the brutal conflict ended in our Fatherland, we again learnt much
more from the Aussie soldiers. You came back to the battlefield, built up for
old foes a large cemetery with a nice shrine, 250 brick graves with head stones
surrounded by flower beds. You built villages, schools, tens of kilometres of
roadways and other facilities. Respect and love shown to the enemy always in
your hearts, your soul. Well done Aussies. What mankindship. Once again,
we bow down to respect and learn from you.
Ironically after the war, we (the then ARVN) soldiers, the losers, were treated
as animals (or more than animals) by our fellow countrymen kept in so called
“Re-education Camps”. We recall stories given in the book “Animal Camp”
written by George Orwell, or stories of General Grant and General Lee in
Virginia, USA, when the losers dropped their weapons after the Civil War and
how bitter it tasted. Our situations became worse after being released. We had
not one square inch of soil for standing, no house, no home, no medicine, no
job, no right to live as a citizen. And our children weren’t allowed to attend
school. Nothing. Yes, nothing. We had nothing to be able to survive. We
were pushed to the very corner, so we chose the riskiest way to flee out of the
country. Wave after wave of people exited by sea, attacked by inhuman
pirates, or through the rainforest full of mines, VC, Khymer Rouge across
Cambodia to Thailand. How many people perished? Maybe half or three
quarters of a million or more.
The world’s languages had a new term, “Boat People”. Yes, we were the boat
people, lucky to reach freedom shores. We spent times in refugee camps and
we accepted to resettle in countries of humanity around the world. We chose
here, the country called Australia, who had sent their beloved boys to Vietnam
to help us fight the red wave from the North invading us in the South.
Thank you Australia! With you we have rebuilt our lives better and better.
Our young generations grew up better and better. We received benefits
absolutely the same as Australian mainstream. But we have worked hard. Our
kids have had good opportunities with good education, many graduating from
universities, so they have a very bright future.
Thank you Australia! Now and then, when recalling the past, I think of the
word “rebirth”. Yes I feel a rebirth for us. So we remind our kids the reason
we are here. The Vietnamese community living in this peaceful country and
how they can contribute to this nation. We now treat it as our Fatherland.
Myself, I came here in April, 1985 and I took part, first time ever, the Long
Tan Day ceremony in August, 1996 at Wollongong. That occasion marked the
30th Anniversary of the Long Tan Battle, 1966 – 1996. Since then, every year I
have not missed it once. Attending services at Muswellbrook in the Hunter
Valley, Batemans Bay, Springwood, Ingleburn and Holsworthy Barracks,
making sure I take as many friends with me as possible. I do this to thank
Australians for what they have done for us.
I would like to yell loudly, THANK YOU AUSTRALIA
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The Following articles appeared in the
Navy, Army and RAAF Newspapers & Media Releases
www.defence.gov.au/news/navynews,
www.defence.gov.au/news/armynews
www.defence.gov.au/news/raafnews

NAVY
HMAS Melbourne
HMAS Melbourne is visiting
a series of final ports in
Tasmania, South Australia
and Victoria before she
decommissions later this year.
The 138-metre long Guided
Missile Frigate will stop in
Hobart,
Devonport,
Port
Lincoln and Adelaide before
visiting her namesake city of Melbourne where her ship’s company will
exercise their right to Freedom of Entry and host an open day.
HMAS Melbourne was commissioned in 1992 and has sailed more than
780,000 nautical miles throughout her service life. She deployed to the
Middle East eight times and earned battle honours for her service in
East Timor, the Persian Gulf and the Middle East. She recently
completed a four month deployment through Asia, including conducting
international maritime surveillance operations to enforce sanctions
against North Korea.

HMAS Melbourne conducts a 76mm firing as
part of her decommissioning trip around Australia.
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Training at HMAS Cerberus's School of Ship Safety
and Survivability.
Members of the
Timor-Leste Navy
and the Vanuatu
Maritime Police
Wing participate in
Damage Control
training at HMAS
Cerberus's School
of Ship Safety and
Survivability.
Five members from PNG, Timor Leste and Vanuatu are in Australia on
behalf of their nation participating in the Pacific Maritime Security
Program (PMSP). The PMSP is a key element for Australia’s maritime
cooperation programs contributing to protecting the region’s vast
maritime resources while enhancing regional security.
Australia will provide 21 Guardian Class Patrol Boats (GPB) to 12
participating Pacific Island Nations. We are boosting civil maritime
cooperation to enhance information sharing and improve responses to
threats such as illegal, unreported and unregulated fishing and smuggling
of people, wildlife and drugs.
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ARMY
Taking the Hill
The sun was beating down
on the Mt Bundy Training
Area when soldiers from
the 8th/9th Battalion, The
Royal
Australian
Regiment (8/9 RAR),
assaulted
an
enemy
vehicle park atop a rocky
hilltop, during Exercise
Koolendong 19.
Breaching a barbwire
obstacle, the soldiers
charged
the
steep
embankment; throwing smoke grenades ahead of them, the red dust
mixing with the yellow and green mist.
Section commanders shouted orders and safety supervisors followed
closely behind; maintaining order amongst bellowed commands, loud
cracks of live rounds and booming artillery in the distance.
Major Pat D’Arcy, Officer Commanding Alpha Company 8/9 RAR, said
the live fire serial was the culminating activity for the Australian Army,
United States Marine Rotational Force – Darwin (MRF-D) and the French
Armed Forces of New Caledonia (FANC) had been working up to during
Exercise Koolendong 19.
“Today’s activity for Alpha Company 8/9 RAR began with MV22
Ospreys inserting us onto a landing zone, several kilometres from our
objective.
“As we manoeuvred to our objective we were supported by direct fires
from United States Marines and indirect artillery fire from both Marines
and the Australian 8/12 Regiment.
“The French, who are were also attached to my callsign, then manoeuvred
to clear another objective. Working together, the Australian and French
soldiers were able to achieve the objective and take the hilltop.
“Our team did really well, the environment is harsh but the team kept its
momentum and the safety supervisors from 5 RAR maintained order to
ensure a safe activity was conducted.”
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Marine and anti-tank missileman, Sergeant Joseph Hardin said his team
provided support with supressing fire from an M2 Browning heavy
machine gun mounted on a Humvee.
“We were in direct support of the Australian Defence Force and the
French,” said SGT Hardin.
“It's been a good experience all round.”
Exercise Koolendong ran from 21 to 29 August and was designed to test
MRF-D and ADF interoperability and readiness to respond to regional
crises.

O00000o

Army Demonstration Day
Brings Best of Army to Canberra
The Australian Army held it’s Army Demonstration Day in Sir Thomas
Blamey Square at the Department of Defence’s headquarters in Russell.
The event gave the Canberra defence community the opportunity to view
some of the Australian Army’s new and existing equipment.
A range of Army’s vehicles,
weapons, individual soldier
combat equipment, combat
support and training
simulation platforms were on
display, along with an M1A1
Abrams Main Battle Tank,
Hawkei and Bushmaster
protected mobility vehicles,
and a range of Army’s
Unmanned Aerial Systems.
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RAAF
Humanity Support
How we help the civilian community
The Royal Australian Air Force's main role is to provide air and space
power for Australia's security.
While Defence stands ready to support civil communities in times of
crisis, State and Territory Governments are responsible for protecting life,
property and the environment and coordinating an emergency response or
recovery within their own jurisdictions.
Defence may provide support to local and international civil communities
when requested by the Government.
Local support
When their resources are insufficient or overwhelmed during a crisis,
States and Territories can seek Commonwealth assistance, including
Defence assistance, through Emergency Management Australia.
Defence provides this assistance through Defence Assistance to the Civil
Community (DACC).
International support
Defence also provides support in times of international humanitarian
crises, particularly for our neighbours in the South Pacific and South East
Asia.
Humanitarian Assistance and Disaster Relief aid is coordinated and
provided by the Department of Foreign Affairs and Trade (DFAT).
Defence can assist by transporting humanitarian aid and specialist
personnel and equipment - including the Australian Medical Assistance
Team (AUSMAT) and Urban Search and Rescue (URSA) teams. The Air
Force and Defence may also provide logistics and medical support when
requested, such as Aero-Medical Evacuation.
Air Force is incredibly proud of the local and international support we
provide as part of a Defence response.
Personnel
Air Force personnel are highly trained and experienced, specialising in
areas such as Search and Rescue (SAR), Aero-Medical Evacuation
(AME), critical medical care, engineering and logistics.
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Defence takes Workplace Health and Safety seriously and will only
commit personnel who have the appropriate training and experience to
safely assist.
Equipment and Supplies
Air Force uses three types of aircraft that are purpose built for
transporting bulky cargo, including helicopters and vehicles.
The C-17A Globemaster is capable of carrying up to 70 tonnes, and is the
largest aircraft in the Air Force fleet. The C-130J Hercules and C-27J
Spartan are medium-sized airlift aircraft capable of carrying 19 and 5
tonnes of cargo respectively. These aircraft are all capable of air dropping
supplies.
Aero-Medical Evacuation
Air Force has a world class Aero-Medical Evacuation (AME) capability.
The C-17A Globemaster, C-130J Hercules and C-27J Spartan aircraft can
be transformed into mobile hospitals to transport critically ill patients.,
aerial firefighting resources are shared between emergency service and
land management agencies.
Slouch hat
By 1890, State military commandants had agreed
that all Australian forces, except the artillery
corps, should wear a looped-up hat of uniform
pattern that was turned up on the right side in
Victoria and Tasmania, and on the left side in all
other States to allow for different drill movements
Light Horse Emu Plumes
When the Light Horse went to Egypt, Queenslanders, Tasmanians and South Australians wore
splendid emu plumes in their hats - actually, small
squares of emu hide with the long, brown-tipped
white feathers still attached. The plume had originally been a battle honour of the Queensland Mounted Infantry for their
work in the shearers’ strike of 1891.
Now it was adopted by almost all the Light Horse Regiments. Even
when a Regiment did not wear the plume on parade or in battle, the men
kept one in their kit and tucked it in the hatband when they went on
leave. It was the proud badge of the light horseman.
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Seaman Gunner John Swindells — Eulogy
John enlisted in the Royal Navy on 30th August 1943, less than 2 months after his
18th birthday. He was posted to HMS Glendower, in Pwllheli, North Wales for his
basic seamanship training and training as a DEMS Gunner. This also included
Aircraft recognition. As a DEMS Gunner he was trained on Machine Guns
through to 6-inch LDS.
DEMS stood for Defence of the Empire Merchant Ships or Defensively Equipped
Merchant Ships and although members of the Royal Navy - and not the Merchant
Navy - the Royal Navy DEMS manned the guns on the Merchant Ships. This
entitled John to extra weekly pay of one shilling. Many viewed this extra payment
as “danger money” as so many of the Gunners were killed on these merchant
ships.
Following his training, on 14th December 1943, he was posted to HMS President
lll. This ship was land based at London and kept the records of the DEMS
Gunners. They were however sent to Merchant ships and John was assigned the
Steam Ship (SS) Empire Battleaxe.
Over the next 5 months the ship took part in exercises in the North of Scotland,
preparing for the invasion of Europe.
D-Day: 6th June 1944, saw John with his ship at number 2 in a convoy of four:
HMS Glenearn leading, followed by the three Empire Ships – SS Battleaxe, SS
Broadsword with SS Cutlass bring up the rear. They were heading for Sword
Beach at Normandy. Between them they had a total of 78 LCA’s or Landing
Craft Assault and 2808 soldiers. During the day the SS Battleaxe lost 13 of its
complement of 18 LCA’s.
At 6:00pm the ships left Sword Beach to head for Southampton, when the lead
ship failed to create a smokescreen, the SS Battleaxe came under fire from the
coastal guns at Le Havre. The targeting method was to put one round long – one
round short and the next one in the middle. For some reason the gunner changed
target and the shell fell on line but between the SS Battleaxe and the SS
Broadsword.
In John’s words, he recalled:
“After the first two shells, the gunner had us ‘dead to rights’ – it was just a
matter of where he would hit us. Why he changed target and had a go at the
Broadsword, I do not know. But I think, maybe, the gunner was a volunteer
and didn’t really want to hit us, because he certainly could have. All I know is,
if I’d been in charge of that gun, we would have been sunk.”
On 9th June, the three Empire ships boarded American troops and this time headed
for Omaha Beach where they stayed overnight. Aircraft were sighted overhead
and the troops called to have them shot down, but John recognised them as
Spitfires. The next morning, the troops were landed without incident and the ships
returned to the Isle of Wight. The gunners were given shore leave and returned to
find the SS Cutlass sunk by a “Doodle-Bug.”
The remaining two ships; i.e. Battleaxe and Broadsword, again took American
troops, this time to Utah Beach. They landed them without loss. The Normandy
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coastline, however, was a minefield and speed was restricted to 4 Knots to
prevent them rising from the sea bed. The Broadsword failed to observe this
restriction and lost its stern. Fortunately, most of the crew were in the mess deck
and only two lost their life. The Battleaxe stopped to pick up survivors.
John’s next draft was to the SS Otranto, a troop ship, which was heading for
India. On arrival at Bombay they received further training in which John recalled:
“We took part in gunnery shoots at a plane pulling a target. It was important
not to fire too soon and hit the plane. The pilot radioed them saying: “I’m not
pushing this target, I’m pulling it.”
They also received training on a 40mm gun. John tells that during this training,
there was a misfire and when clearing it, the shell shot out of the breech and John
caught it, thinking it was part of the training and was a controlled misfire. On
being informed he was holding a live shell, he took of up the beach to get rid of it.
Later, John was drafted to the RFA Eaglesdale which was a Dale-class fleet
tanker of the Royal Fleet Auxiliary. In this ship he travelled many parts of the
world such as the Persian Gulf, Colombo in Ceylon and the Maldives Islands, and
many of the Pacific Islands.
When they tried to get into the harbour at Akyab in Burma, they ran aground and
after several attempts get free, they had to wait for the next high tide. After a
quick run back to Colombo, they headed for the Cocos Keeling Islands, which
they circled for a week waiting to refuel tugs towing a dry dock to Darwin. They
had to keep moving to avoid Japanese Submarines. When they arrived at
Freemantle, they found that the War in Europe had ended and for some reason the
“Pubs were closed” for two days. Very unlike Australia.
Over the next several months, John and his shipmates travelled round the Pacific
Islands refuelling ships as required. They even had a run to the British fleet off
Japan. When they return to Manus Island, they discovered the Japanese had
surrendered two days earlier.
For the next 12 months John was based on various ships in Sydney, where he met
the love of his life.
For his service John was awarded:
1939-45 Star;
France and Germany Star;
Burma Star:
Pacific Star;
1939-45 War Medal;
Closer to home, John joined the Bass Hill RSL sub-Branch in 1975. He regularly
attended meetings right up until the end. Indeed at our June Meeting, I received a
phone call from John just 15 minutes before the start. He asked, “Is the meeting
on today?” I assured him it was and he said, “I’ll be there,” and he was, before
the start.
I talked with him at the club on the Tuesday before his passing. John was a good
friend, always there to give some advice with a great smile. He was a wellrespected member and will be greatly missed.
Ron Duckworth
President
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Lest we forget
One for our hard working Secretary
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