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: ,{é’-‘ _\E EDITORIAL** Gary Roser, Editor Sub-Branch Meetings
ll ::hc V. Committee Sub-Branch
éﬁq Since the death of our beloved |Mondays 5.00pm | Sundays 10:30am
“" Member Kevin Mahony last Thursday, 25" July @ 7:30am
year we have not replaced him on the Buttai Barn Bus Trip
Committee. Why I ask? Because no 19" August 25" August
one put up their hand. 16™ September | 22™ September

Ambrose has taken on the School
Liaison Officer, so that’s taken care of. But there are other things that
need doing as a Committee Member. If you think you can assist by
volunteering on the Committee, come and talk to Ron.

Next year in February, 2020, you might find some of the Committee
Members will not stand. Myself being one of them. So what is our
future? The future of this sub-Branch is in your hands.

**The editorial is entirely my own opinion and does not reflect the Sub-Branch Executive.



PRESIDENT’S REPORT

I note that Gary says he been a bit quiet at the
moment. [ wish I could say the same. With my
involvement in the RSL NSW Constitutional
Committee the pace has definitely stepped up. It not
only involves meetings, but also consultation with sub
-Branches, District Councils, etc. The new proposed
Constitution to go to Congress in October has been with sub-Branches
for 4 weeks and we are mainly receiving positive feedback although
there are some that will oppose everything coming from RSL NSW.

Standard Operating Procedures (SOP’s) will replace the Regulations
and By-Laws and will be far less restrictive. They will in the main offer
guidelines and not firm directions, allowing the sub-Branches autonomy
to run their own show. For example, the Central Council of RSL
Auxiliary (formerly known as CCWA) will be disbanded and sub-
Branches will be responsible for their own Auxiliaries and may go back
to calling them Women’s Auxiliaries or as required. The old 77 page
Regulation for the CCWA has been reduced to a 3 page SOP.

I hope that sub-Branches get behind this Constitution at Congress as I
consider it will be the best we can come up with at this stage.
Remember it is a living document and can be amended with motions to
a future Congress.

You may have heard the club is being sold and this maybe the case, we
don’t know at this stage. We met with the CEO of Bankstown RSL
Club and the informed us that the club is losing money and cannot be
sustained in its present form. The board is investigating various options
on what can be done. We should know what they are planning within
the next 2 months. Hopefully they can find another club that would like
to take in on. We will keep you informed.

Gary and I took the Women’s Auxiliary on their monthly bus trip on
3" June with lunch at Merrylands Bowling Club and I took them on the
8" July with lunch at the Marconi Club. Both good days.

On Thursday 20" June, I took the Bankstown War Widow to
Campbelltown TAFE Catering School for a 3 course luncheon. The
trainee chefs and wait staff do a great job. Gary, Max and I followed
this on Friday by attending the Legacy appreciation luncheon at the
Bankstown Sports Club.



On Friday, 14™ June, a number of Members attended the ARVN Day
Dinner at the Crystal Palace and on Sunday 16", we went to the
Memorial at Cabra Vale Park for a Memorial Service. Good days all
round, even if we got wet on the Sunday. On Friday 26™ July, a number
of Members will be attend the Rangers dinner.

Tuesday 25" June saw the Executive and Trustees will be attending a
Governance Training Course in the city. This course is being extended
to all sub-Branches between now and November and will be required by
all those who take these positions. It is designed to give us the legal
requirement for a charitable organisation.

On Thursday 28" June, Sacred Heart Catholic School went going to
Kokoda Track Walkway. We used our bus, plus a car as they only have
20 Student and 2 Teachers. Villawood East went on the following
Wednesday, but as they had to be back at school early we were unable to
supply lunch.

A highlight his month was when Gary and I attended the George Bass
Special School where the students put on a concert for parents and
visitors. When you realise that these student have severe disabilities,
both mental and physical, you understand the work that went into
producing the concert.

On a final note, along with Jeff Stone and his wife Gabby, I attend a
special preview of a movie “Danger Close—The Story of Long Tan”.
The public release will be early August and if you get a chance to see it,
I suggest you do so. It is very well produced movie and as far as I can
tell, true to the actual events that took place.

Stay healthy and I will see you at the August Meeting.
Ron Duckworth, President
o SRR R 1973

8 A Viet Cong guerrilla stands guard

W in the Mekong Delta. "You could

~ find women like her almost
everywhere during the war," said

‘* the photographer. "She was only

" 24 years old but had been

- widowed twice. Both her

husbands were soldiers.”



SECRETARY’S REPORT
Hello Members and Friends,

The Secretary’s job has been very quiet lately. Where at
one time I was flat out dealing with paperwork and
spending lots of time on the computer, I have had little

too do. gj
Because RSLNSW have been kept busy in the reform =
process, there have been very few instructions that have filtered through .

I have contacted the Secretary of Chester Hill-Carramar RSL sub-Branch
to find out what they have been doing as I like to keep up with the goings
on around us. Not much has happened there either.

Lloyd Newman their Secretary wrote to RSLNSW to find out what will be
happening to our Youth Clubs as the rumour mill suggested that they were
going to be rid of for they did not meet the core purpose of the RSL which
were veterans. And as we know there are very few veterans children
involved these days. Lloyd received a letter back from our State
Secretary Jeff O’Brien stating that nothing will be changed with Youth
Clubs this year. So what will happen in the future I cannot say from 2020
on.

As you know our President Ron Duckworth is the Secretary of our Far
Southern Metropolitan District Council. I have been attending the Far
Southern meetings to try and keep up with the current situations involving
the new constitution. Ron will talk about his involvement in his message
this issue;

I would like to thank Member Reg Chard who featured in this month’s
“Reveille”. Reg does a lot of work. Those who are able to attend our
general meetings know Reg as a guide at the Kokoda Track Memorial
Walkway. Now we know a lot more about Reg after reading about him.

As this Newsletter editor also, I invite our Members to submit your life
story including your military history. You would be surprised how
interesting your life would be too us. I want to thank Duc Nhuan Tran for
his story in the last Newsletter. He has another coming up in a couple of
issues time.

Gary Roser J.P.

Welfare Officer: Greg Brown 0400 190 755
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You Know When Your Over the Hill When......

The Thunderbox

They were funny looking buildings, that
were once a way of life,

If you couldn't sprint the distance, then
you really were in strife.

They were nailed, they were wired, but
were mostly falling down,

There was one in every yard, in every
house, in every town.

They were given many names, some
were even funny,

But to most of us, we knew them as the
outhouse or the dunny.

I've seen some of them all gussied up,
with painted doors and all,

But it really made no difference, they were just a port of call.

Now my old man would take a bet, he'd lay an even pound,

That you wouldn't make the dunny with them turkeys hangin'
round.

They had so many uses, these buildings out the back,"

You could even hide from mother, so you wouldn't get the strap.
That's why we had good cricketers, never mind the bumps,

We used the pathway for the wicket and the dunny door for stumps.
Now my old man would sit for hours, the smell would rot your socks,
He read the daily back to front in that good old thunderbox.

And if by chance that nature called sometime through the night,
You always sent the dog in first, for there was no flamin' light.
And the dunny seemed to be the place where crawlies liked to hide,
But never ever showed themselves until you sat inside.

There was no such thing as Sorbent, no tissues there at all,

Just squares of well read newspaper, a hangin' on the wall.

If you had some friendly neighbours, as neighbours sometimes are,
You could sit and chat to them, if you left the door ajar..
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When suddenly you got the urge, and down the track you fled,
Then of course the magpies were there to peck you on your head.
Then the time there was a wet, the rain it never stopped,

If you had an urgent call, you ran between the drops.

The dunny man came once a week, to these buildings out the back,
And he would leave an extra can, if you left for him a zac.

For those of you who've no idea what I mean by a zac,

Then you're too young to have ever had, a dunny out the back.

Now how’s that for a memory

The Importance of Walking

Walking can add minutes to your life..
This enables you at 85 years old to spend an additional 5 months
in a nursing home at $4,000 a month.

My grandpa started walking five miles a day when he was 60.
Now he's 97 years old
And we have no idea where the hell he is.

| like long walks,
Especially when they are taken by people who annoy me.

The only reason | would take up walking Is so that | could hear
heavy breathing again.

| have to walk early in the morning,
Before my brain figures out what I'm doing...


https://www.exploroz.com/places/113653/vic+home
https://www.exploroz.com/places/77899/qld+miles

Dr Phoebe Chapple , Major (Women's Auxiliary Army Corps)

1879—1967

This article was posted on Facebook by Mr. Peter Barnes
It is extraordinary that we have so many incredible Australians who have

served our country in war but are little
known.

Dr Phoebe Chapple was the first female doc-
tor to be awarded the Military Medal.

Phoebe Chapple MM (31 March 1879 — 24
March 1967) was a South Australian doctor,
decorated for her heroic service at the front
during WW1.

She wished to volunteer for active service in
WWI1, and as the Australian forces had no
intention of employing women doctors, she
sailed to England at her own expense in Feb-
ruary 1917, intending to join the Scottish
Medical Women's Corps, which had called
for 400 suitably qualified women.

Dr Chapple arrived in April, and was soon

appointed as surgeon with the Cambridge Hospital at Aldershot, attending

to wounded soldiers.

In November 1917, she was appointed honorary Captain in the W.A.A.C.

The photograph of her
medals came from the
Australian War Memorial.
Military Medal, British
War Medal, Victory Med-
al. The medal set is held
by the AWM.

(Women's Auxiliary Army Corps), (from 1918
known as Queen Mary's Army Auxiliary
Corps), which was preparing to embark for
France, and she was one of the first to go.

While treating wounded soldiers at the front, the
W.A.A.C''s shelter trench was bombed and ma-
chine-gunned by German aeroplanes, and many
around her were killed. With apparent disregard
for her own safety she attended to the wounds
of her injured comrades and despatched them to
nearby Abbeville. For her coolness under fire
she was awarded a Military Medal, the first
woman doctor to be so decorated, presented at
Buckingham Palace in June 1919.



Dr Chapple was also promoted to Major. She next served at Rouen and
Le Havre, and at the cessation of hostilities embarked on further training
in England. She returned to Adelaide on the Orsova in September 1919.

Dr Chapple died on the 24th of March 1967, and was cremated with full
military honours, at Centennial Park Cemetery. Her Will provided for a
bursary to be awarded in her name to students of St Ann's College, Uni-
versity of Adelaide.
Lest We Forget.

Information and photograph came from Wikipedia.

Bass Hill RSL sub-Branch involvement
with the Australian Air League

Friday 5th July, 2019, President Ron Duckworth presented The Australi-
an Air League Moorebank Squadron with a new Squadron Flag which
the sub-Branch funded.

Additionally there were a number of awards and promotions made this
night.

The Bass Hill RSL sub-Branch is proud to be associated with the AAL..
Footnote: Ron Duckworth was a former member of the Yagoona AAL
whilst at school.. The AAL parade with us each ANZAC Day.
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1. The new Squadron Flag is presented to the Commander Ray Bell
2. L to R Officer Brenden Fox, Commander Ray Bell,
President Ron Duckworth and Secretary Gary Roser



Lieutenant Colonel Henry William (Harry) Murray
1880-1996

Australian Imperial Force
13th Australian Infantry Battalion
26th Australian Infantry Battalion

Harry Murray was born at Launceston, Tasma-
nia, on 1 December 1880. As a youth he helped
run the family farm. He was also interested in

= the military and joined a militia unit, the Aus-
tralian Field Artillery, in Launceston.

® Murray moved to Western Australia at the age

o of 19 or 20 where he worked as a mail courier
on the goldfields. When he enlisted in the AIF as a private on 30 Septem-
ber 1914, he was employing timber-cutters for the railways in the south
west of Western Australia. He landed at Gallipoli on 25 April 1915 as a
member of one of the 16th Battalion's two machine-gun crews. Murray
was wounded several times, spent June in hospital, was promoted to
lance corporal on 13 May and won the Distinguished Conduct Medal for
his bravery between 9-31 May. He was wounded again on 8 July and a
month later experienced a remarkable series of promotions. On 13 Au-
gust he was made a sergeant, commissioned second-lieutenant and trans-
ferred to the 13th Battalion.

By 1 March 1916 Murray had reached the rank of captain and soon after
sailed for France with the 13th Battalion. On the Western Front Murray
defied the statistics, participating in each of his unit's major actions and
surviving. He received the Distinguished Service Order for his role in the
fighting at Mouquet Farm, where he was twice wounded. His wounds
kept Murray from the front until October.

Four months later, on the night of 4-5 February, Murray led his compa-
ny's attack on Stormy Trench, near Gueudecourt. Over almost 24 hours
they repelled counter-attacks, fought in merciless close quarter battles
and suffered under intense shell-fire. Some 230 members of the Battalion
were killed in the fight and Murray won the Victoria Cross.
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https://www.awm.gov.au/collection/U50958
https://www.awm.gov.au/collection/U51453
https://www.awm.gov.au/collection/U56107

In March 1918 he was promoted to lieutenant colonel and given com-
mand of the 4th machine gun battalion. He remained in this position until
the end of the war. In April during the attack on Bullecourt Murray won a
bar to his Distinguished Service Order. In October 1918 Murray was
awarded the French Croix de Guerre and in May 1919 was promoted to
CMG.

With the fighting over, Murray toured England studying agricultural
methods. His service in the AIF ended on 9 March 1920 and he settled on
a grazing property at Muckadilla in Queensland. The following year he
married Constance Cameron, but the marriage lasted just a few years and
in 1925 he moved to New Zealand where he married Ellen Cameron. The
couple returned to Queensland in 1928 and purchased another grazing
property at Richmond.

Murray enlisted for service during the Second World War and command-
ed the 26th Battalion in north Queensland until August 1942. He retired
from the army in early 1944. Regarded as a shy and modest man, he was
described as the most distinguished fighting officer of the AIF. Murray
died of a heart attack following a car accident on 7 January 1966.

000000000000000

D-Day 6th of June 1944

Upon the 6th of June

Remember them with pride

Men from many nations

Fighting together side by side @i,
Let us never forget 7Al”

Their bravery and sacrifice
We may have our freedom

But they paid the price

By John F Connor
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Wing Commander W.G. Leer
1917—7?
Submitted by James Hollinworth on FaceBook

Royal Australian Air Force
No. 6 Squadron

No. 15 Squadron

No. 6 Service Flying Training
Schools

Tamworth flying instructor com-
mands the "Fiery Mustache Squad-
ron" in New Guinea.

A great colourisation of Wing Com-
mander William George Leer
(Commanding Officer, No.6 Squad-
ron, RAAF) in front of an aircraft's
nose art at Milne Bay, PNG, in Au-
gust 1943.

Leer was one of the first flying in- >

structors when the RAAF established No.6 Elementary Flying Training
School at Tamworth in 1940. He instructed pilots at the now industrial
area of Taminda for several years.

Leer was awarded the Air Force Cross (AFC) in 1942 for “Skill, ability
and experience as flying instructor”

He was married to Judith Upjohn and their first child, Phillip, was born in
the Estonholme Private Hospital, Tamworth, on 20 March 1943 (SMH; 1
May 1943)

Leer went on to command RAAF No.6 Squadron in New Guinea. It was
known as the "Fiery Mustache Squadron" for the large number of waxed
mustaches worn by squadron members.

He received the Distinguished Flying Cross in 1944 for “Skill and leader-
ship on numerous sorties” and left the Air Force in 1949.
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https://www.facebook.com/james.hollinworth.7?fref=gs&__tn__=%2CdlC-R-R&eid=ARCrHkA-wc29sG4M542tf4U_1QBgKeQBs4caA_em2YS8pB02ZYPdKbnwIhbKxnjRewLE19qzqwKyG3lv&hc_ref=ARS8BaTT0Tq3qSikZziYIy1xOAa-KyjOT4LEZddFVQiM-uKmFqPWnwtIlZ9UEp3iFLo&dti=676637399069346&hc_locat
https://www.awm.gov.au/collection/U59314
https://www.awm.gov.au/collection/U59371
https://www.awm.gov.au/collection/U59380
https://www.awm.gov.au/collection/U59479
https://www.awm.gov.au/collection/U59479

Diet tip: If you think you're
hungry, you might just be thirsty.
Have a bottle of wine first and
then see how you feel.

Finally some realistic mannequins.
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The Hikers:

A couple of hikers were tramping through the countryside
and had lost their way, so by the time they arrived at the
"George and Dragon”, the village pub where they'd arranged
to stay the night, the doors were locked, and the owners had
gone to bed.

They knocked timidly on the front door, and a head appeared
at an upstairs window and shouted fiercely, "Go away!! Don't
you know what time it is?? We're closed!!" - and the window
slammed shut.

Undeterred, the hikers knocked again.

"What is it now??" demanded the head.

"Could we speak to George this time, please?", asked the
hikers.

THANK GOODNESS IT'S .
*RAINING AGAIN...

f“f%m

"'f; MY-MUDWAS Gfmm_;

KEEPRP nmgswe ~-DEHYDRATED &

THE TOLET/ 8
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WAS NINE YEARS AGO!

IF YOU CAN'T AFFORD A DOCTOR,

60 TO AN AIRPORT -
YOU'LL GET A FREE X—RAY
AND A BREAST EXAM, AND:

IF YOU MENTION AL QAEDA,
YOU'LL GET A FREE COLONOSCOPY.

Political Correctness...

fictitious ideology developed by snub nost
do-gooders to enforce the removal of ones
right fo an opinion, the right to object to
mething you don't believe in, but most of
the removal of COMMON SENSE,

DECENCY & MORALS
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It Is The Soldier Not The Minister,
Who Has Given Us The Freedom
Of Religion.

It Is The Soldier Not The Reporter,
Who Has Given Us The Freedom
Of The Press.

It Is The Soldier Not The Lawyer,
Who Has Given Us The Right
To A Fair Trial.

It Is The Soldier Not The Politician,
Who Has Given Us The Right
To Vote.

It Is The Soldier Who Salutes
The Flag, Who Serves Beneath The
Flag, And Who's Coffin Is
Drapped By The Flag,

Who Allows The Protester
To Bum It.

A

“IFWE ‘SEND THEM" %
“WE MUST MEND THEM: (8

e, A T
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IF YOU SEE A BEER

IN THIS PICTURE
= Elderly couple in

 church. Wife turns to
| husband and says "I've
just done a silent fart,
what should | do?"
Husband says "put new
batteries in your
hearing aid!"

YOU MAY HAVE A
PROBLEM

“Our lives begin to end
the day we become silent
" about things that matter.”

. Martin Luther King, Jr.

Who's Guilty Here?

A wife is dreaming in bed, she
suddenly wakes up and shouts,
"quick my husband is home!"
Her husband wakes up and

jumps out the window!
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The Following articles appeared in the
Navy, Army and RAAF Newspapers & Media Releases

www.defence.gov.au/news/navynews,
www.defence.gov.au/news/armynews
www.defence.gov.au/news/raafnews

NAVY
Exercise SEA EXPLORER and SEA RAIDER 19
The Australian
Amphibious Task
Group (AATG)

conducted Joint and
from 14 Jun — 03 Jul
19 under the title of
Exercise SEA
EXPLORER and
SEA RAIDER 19.
Exercise SEA
EXPLORER and

Australian Army M777 Howitzer artillery SEA RAIDER 1915 a
capability is lowered onto HMAS Canberra's comp one‘nt of the
flight deck for the first time by a CH-47 certification process
helicopter off the coast of Cowley Beach, for the AATG and
Queensland during Exercise Sea Raider. will saw force
projection of

elements in support of multidomain operations. This year the AATG
operated from two Canberra-class ships, being HMAS Canberra and
HMAS Adelaide. The conduct of this training included but was not
limited to Humanitarian Assistance, Stability Operations, Non-
Combatant Evacuation Operations, Disaster Relief, Partner Force
integration and Joint and Coalition High-End Warfighting in a
congested and contested environment.
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http://www.defence.gov.au/news/navynews
http://www.defence.gov.au/news/armynews
http://www.defence.gov.au/news/raafnews

HMAS Sirius at anchor off the coast of Samoa
as part of the Pacific Support Force.

The Pacific Support Force consisting of Australian Defence Force (ADF)
personnel deployed to Samoa from the 26th of June to the 4th of July,
2019 as part of a program to enhance Australia’s engagement with its
neighbours. The deployment included a port visit by HMAS Sirius and
the engagement of the Australian Army Band with the Royal Samoa
Police Band and the local community. Around 100 ADF members are
visiting Samoa as to improve security cooperation and foster sovereignty,
peace and prosperity in the Pacific region.
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ARMY
New colours for Tiger Battalion Cpl Carla Armenti

Cpl SOLDIERS of SRAR received
#3 new Colours from a former officer
P of the battalion, the Governor-

4 General Gen (Retd) Sir Peter
Cosgrove on June 1.

% The Queen’s and Regimental
Colour were presented to SRAR

- during the Governor-General’s final
- tour of the Top End with Lady

" Lynne Cosgrove.

Peter acknowledged 5RAR s past
contributions to Australia’s history.
® ‘For more than half a century this
proud battalion, of this proud
regiment, has served with enormous distinction and honour and
character,” Sir Peter said.

“From Vietnam to Timor-Leste, Iraq to Afghanistan — SRAR has been in
the thick of it.

“The thick of it” is represented by the Royal Australian Regiment’s 15
battle honours and two theatre honours emblazoned on the Colours.
Included in the battle honours is the Battle of Binh Ba, a significant battle
in the battalion’s history.

RSM 5RAR WOI1 Robert Munro said it was important to remember the
heroic deeds of past members.

“It was an honour to farewell the old Colours, to receive the new Colours
and to share this experience with the men and women of the battalion and
the SRAR Association,” WO1 Munro said.

During the parade, the old Queen’s and Regimental Colours were trooped
through the ranks one last time.

The new Queen’s and Regimental Colours were uncased and laid on the
altar by Darryl Lovell and Lou O’Dea, the senior and junior ensigns who
received the battalion’s original Colours in 1969.

Sir Peter, who served in SRAR in 1973, complimented the soldiers on
parade for their drill, dress and bearing before delivering his final
message.

“Know that you serve with the gratitude and expectation of the Australian

people,” he said.
20



“You’re up to it. For you are soldiers of the Tiger Battalion. Duty first.”
At the conclusion of the historic ceremony, the commanding officer was
whisked away in none other than the Battalion’s own Tigermobile — an
EH Holden station wagon — to the sounds of an applauding crowd.
The old Colours were laid up at the Darwin St Mary Star of the Sea
Catholic Cathedral in a service held the following day.
The tour was the final visit before the Governor-General hands duties to
former NSW Governor Gen (retd) David Hurley.

000000000000000

CULTURE OF TEAMWORK

CPL Iliona Mathers says his Indigenous culture helped build the right
mindset for a successful military career.
“In military life, you
cannot act alone; you
voavota need teamwork,” he
poa Gt gaid.
“Our Indigenous
culture is the same: if
one person is weak,
you support them and
bring everybody back
together to benefit the
community.” Cpl
Mathers, an
electronics systems
- ' technician, is
currently deployed with FSE10, part of Operation Accordion.
Cpl Mathers’ ancestors are the Yorta Yorta people from the Murray
River, near Swan Hill.
Anytime he is near the Murray River, he will swim as a way to reconnect
with his ancestors.
His feelings on reconciliation echo the ADF theme for NAIDOC Week,
July 7-14, this year: working for a shared future.
“If we don’t speak up together then no one is going to know of the
struggle we have endured,” he said.
He also encourages his two children to speak up, help others and protect
those that need protecting.
“It’s important for me to remain strong for myself, my kids and my
culture,” he said.
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RAAF

ADDRESS FROM INCOMING CHIEF OF AIR FORCE
AIR MARSHAL MEL HUPFIELD

Good morning everyone.

I'd first like to acknowledge and
welcome the Minister for Defence,
the Shadow Minister for Defence
Industry, the Chief of Defence Force,
the Associate Secretary representing
the Secretary, the service Chiefs and
colleagues that I'll be working with.
In particular, the Chief of the Royal
New Zealand Air Force and also the
other group heads w1th1n our department. Our past Chiefs, multiple
defence attaches. Men and women of the Air Force. Family, frlends old
mates, distinguished guests and ladies and gentleman. I'd like to also
acknowledge the Ngunnawal people as the traditional custodians of this
land where we are conducting this ceremony this morning and I would
like to pay my respect to their elders, past, present and emerging. And I'd
just add my very sincere thanks to Arnie Bauer(*) and Wing Commander
Jonathan Lily. What an impressive, deep and inspiring sound that, that
didgeridoo provides for us this morning as we start the change of
command. To all, welcome. I was going to say to a cool and crisp
morning but it's actually turning out pretty nicely. At 7.5 degrees that's a
record, for one of these change of command ceremonies.

But most importantly, my wife Louise and I would like to thank all of you
for sharing this parade and this event with us, as we take command of this
Air Force. Lou and I are both very humbled and privileged to have been
given this opportunity and we very much look forward to the challenges
and exciting times ahead. It's an immense honour and I think you'll agree
that Leo spoke so well about his fondness for the Air Force and his time
in this role and very shortly, Leo and I will meet in the office of the Chief
of Air Force to actually do the formal sign over of the Air Force. I'm
certain, that will be a deeply professional and emotional moment for both
of us.

I'd like to take this opportunity to publicly thank Leo for his exceptional
stewardship and leadership over the last four years. Where he has
continued to deliver on the work, the vision and the intent that previous
Chiefs have brought forward for our Air Force and he's carried that
forward in such a strong way; tirelessly, with energy, with discipline and
with continued focus. And he's take our Air Force, well and truly, on an
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irreversible path towards a fifth generation Air Force. I'd also
acknowledge that with Ronda, he represented our Air Force, our ADF and
indeed our nation, at the highest levels and both of them did that with
vigour, passion and dedication. They are such an accomplished
couple. Through and with all of you and the people that are gathered up
here at the seats at the top end of this memorial. With and through you,
our Air Force is in great shape. It's an Air Force that's envied by many. As
most probably, most likely, the most modern and capable Air Force in the
world today. For that I am deeply thankful. But this work and this focus
must continue.

We're in the midst of one of the most significant transitions in the history
of our times. And we're facing some quite turbulent and uncertain
strategic circumstances. We need to ensure that we're able to meet that
challenges that will come. To do that, we'll ensure that we continue to
reform, we'll still focus and aim for continuous improvement and we must
always aim to be as efficient as we can in order to ensure that we can
deliver effectively within the boundaries of the resources that we have.
We've got great kit, there's no doubt and what a wonderful flypast to see
some of the most recent additions. But the heart of our capabilities still
remains our people. That's where we get our true capability advantage.
We need the right people, doing the right things, professionally skilled,
passionate and trusted. And I make a key point that we're not alone in this
endeavour. We need to be and are part of a joint integrated and multi
domain force. An Air Force poses capabilities that are inherently joint.
Whether we're supporting, whether we're being supported or whether
when necessary we're leading, we need to focus and look at our
capabilities across the whole of our Defence Force. What I need us to
continue to do, and to ensure that we do it strongly, is to communicate
broadly, to engage with all those stakeholders that we need in our
collective business. And I expect the same in return.

To our Air Force people gathered here today; we are in the right place, we
are on the right trajectory. We need to continue to demonstrate our joint
capabilities. We need to value and integrate across our multi domain force
and in particular work with our colleagues in Navy and Army. By doing
that we will certainly be able to further develop our people and those
capabilities are so important to us. Finally, earlier this morning the CDF
passed me my appointment certificate and he said to me; 'Hey Mel, don't
forget being the Chief of your Service is actually fun'. And I look forward
to working with all of you during my tenure as the Chief of Air Force.
And you'll see me smile plenty of times and I'll be looking forward to the
same in return. Lou and I are very much looking forward to the next years
of my tenure. Thank you.

Transcript produced by iSentia
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