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EDITORIAL**  Gary Roser, Editor 

Ron and I worked hard to get 
the transmission of the Dawn 
Service working. 

We were helped by Lucas Gooche, a 
young man who I have known for 
years when he was one of our 
Ballroom Dancers at the Youth Club.  
Lucas is at University studying fine 
arts.  He is fully involved with film making, stage set making and many 
other things in the media industry.  It is his passion.  Ron and I have to 
say many thanks for your assistance and professionalism.  You never 
once made a mistake.  Not so your cameramen.  But that’s another story.  
We are learners.  But we have learnt by our mistakes. 

The next thing we have to do is make an actual film of the whole event.  
We have been given two movies by our Members and together with the 
two cameras Ron and I made, we will attempt to make a professional 
presentation for our Members.  Well we will try anyway. 

I would like to thank our great Members for helping us in our endeavours. 

**The editorial is entirely my own opinion and does not reflect the Sub-Branch Executive. 
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PRESIDENT’S REPORT 

As I sit and write this report to you, I reflect on one of 
our busiest time the Sub-Branch has been involved in. 
The lead up to ANZAC dawn service brought a great 
deal of frustration as the two IT experts put together 
their project to produce what I would describe as a 
very professional streaming of the dawn service.  My 
thanks to them both and to the committee for their 
assistance.v It was very heartful to see the co-operation 
between the two sub-branches.   Our thanks also go to the efforts put in 
by the council to make sure that our mortar was in place for ANZAC Day. 

2nd May, saw our ANZAC luncheon held in newly furnished auditorium 
at the Chester Hill RSL Club and very pleased to have the company of 
our State President Ray James and his wife Pauline along with President 
of Chester Hill RSL Sub-Branch and Operations Manager of the Club as 
our guests.  Our thanks again go out to two very hard-working members 
Ron & Gary who did all the behind-the-scenes work.  Ron organized the 
band and as usual help run the raffle for our Ladies Auxiliary.  Thanks 
also should go to the club caterers, Hong and her staff in the efficient 
manner of providing a beautiful lunch. 

Now that the dust has settled down from ANZAC, the committee can now 
look at future events along with schools starting to do Kokoda Track, etc.  
At our committee meeting Monday, 17th, the committee looked at holding 
Christmas in July luncheon with a guest appearing from Father Christmas 
to be held Sunday, 18th July (please put the date in your diaries) full 
details will be available soon. 

In the 2nd half of the year, I would like to have a harbour cruise or bus trip 
along with a possible lunch at the end of the year.  I have asked Lee-Ann 
Taylor our colourful minute Secretary to take on the task of being our 
Social Secretary with the task of organizing our social activities.  Please 
give her as much help as possible. I have decided to help Ambrose with 
the schools. 

As we now go into winter, I ask you all to keep warm and well.  

Look forward to seeing you at our meetings 

Ralph  
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Khi tôi ngồi và viết báo cáo này cho bạn, tôi nghĩ về một trong những 
khoảng thời gian bận rộn nhất của Chi nhánh chúng tôi đã tham gia. sản 
xuất những gì tôi sẽ mô tả là phát trực tuyến dịch vụ bình minh rất chuyên 
nghiệp. Cảm ơn của tôi đến cả hai và ủy ban vì sự giúp đỡ của họ. Thật là 
tâm đắc khi thấy được sự hợp tác giữa hai chi nhánh. Lời cảm ơn của 
chúng tôi cũng gửi đến những nỗ lực của hội đồng để đảm bảo rằng cối 
của chúng tôi đã có mặt cho Ngày ANZAC. 

Ngày 2 tháng 5, chúng tôi đã chứng kiến bữa tiệc trưa ANZAC của chúng 
tôi được tổ chức trong khán phòng mới được trang bị tại Câu lạc bộ 
Chesterhill RSL và rất vui khi có sự đồng hành của Chủ tịch Nhà nước 
Ray James và phu nhân Pauline cùng với Chủ tịch Chi nhánh Chesterhill 
RSL và Giám đốc Điều hành của Câu lạc bộ như những vị khách của 
chúng ta. Một lần nữa, chúng tôi xin gửi lời cảm ơn đến hai thành viên rất 
chăm chỉ Ron và Gary, những người đã làm tất cả các công việc hậu 
trường. Ron đã tổ chức ban nhạc và như thường lệ giúp điều hành sổ xố 
cho Phụ nữ của chúng tôi. Cũng nên cảm ơn câu lạc bộ đã phục vụ Hong 
và nhân viên của cô ấy một cách hiệu quả trong việc cung cấp một bữa ăn 
trưa đẹp mắt. 

Bây giờ bụi đã lắng xuống từ ANZAC, ủy ban bây giờ có thể xem xét các 
sự kiện trong tương lai cùng với các trường học bắt đầu thực hiện Kokoda 
Track, v.v. Tại cuộc họp ủy ban của chúng tôi vào Thứ Hai ngày 17, ủy 
ban đã xem xét tổ chức bữa tiệc trưa Giáng sinh vào tháng Bảy với một vị 
khách xuất hiện từ Father Christmas sẽ được tổ chức vào Chủ nhật ngày 
18 tháng 7 (vui lòng ghi ngày vào nhật ký của bạn). Chi tiết đầy đủ sẽ 
sớm có. 

Trong nửa cuối năm, tôi muốn có một chuyến du ngoạn trên bến cảng 
hoặc chuyến xe buýt cùng với một bữa trưa có thể vào cuối năm. Tôi đã 
đề nghị Lee-Ann Taylor Thư ký phút đầy màu sắc của chúng tôi đảm 
nhận nhiệm vụ là Thư ký xã hội của chúng tôi với nhiệm vụ tổ chức các 
hoạt động xã hội của chúng tôi. Hãy giúp đỡ cô ấy càng nhiều càng tốt. 
Tôi đã quyết định giúp Ambrose với các trường học. 

Khi chúng ta bước vào mùa đông, tôi yêu cầu tất cả các bạn giữ ấm và tốt. 

Rất mong được gặp bạn tại các cuộc họp của chúng tôi 

Ralph 
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SECRETARY’S REPORT 

Well Members, we had a very successful ANZAC Day. 

The lead up to it was hectic with visiting schools and 
aged care facilities, because for each type of visit an 
address or full service had to be written. Your 
Committee attended the facilities and spoke as required. 

I even attended a Masonic meeting on the Tuesday after 
ANZAC Day and gave an address. 

Between myself and Ron Duckworth we wrote the address and prologue 
for our Dawn Service as we do each year which proved a very successful 
event.   

Now we are housed in the Chester Hill RSL Club, we combine with 
Chester Hill—Carramar RSL sub-Branch for commemorative occasions.  
Together we shared the service with our Members and the Community.  
Not to forget the Campsie RSL Group who were also fully involved in the 
planning and supply of the audio system and chairs for the aged and 
infirm attendees. 

Hong and Tom did their usual great breakfast which was limited to only 
our Members and sporting groups attached to the Club.  To allow the 
general public into the club as we did at Bass Hill is impossible these 
days of covid restrictions. 

Finally, prior to ANZAC Day, we received the refurbished mortar gun 
with the City of Canterbury Bankstown Council erecting it on a plinth in 
the adjoining Doug Gooding Reserve which now becomes a part of the 
Chester Hill Memorial.  Some weeks prior to the arrival of the mortar the 
RSL Emblem was erected on the marble face of the Memorial by Member 
Trevor Philip. 

Both the artifacts from our old club premises at Bass Hill are back with 
us. 

On the day of our ANZAC Luncheon the following week, the two sub-
Branch Presidents Ralph Hannaford and Michael Bowman had their 
photograph taken with the RSLNSW President Ray “Jesse” James.  Look 
out for it in a future “Reveille”.  See Page 9 for photos 

The ANZAC Luncheon  was great.  Hong’s food was second to none, and 
the band played music we all enjoyed.  Except for one whinger who 
reckoned it was too loud.  But then he always says that to get a rise out of 
me.  And he is still a good mate.  (Aren’t you grumblebum?) 

Gary Roser, Hon. Secretary 
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You Know When Your Over the Hill When…… 

"Optimism is going after 
Moby Dick in a rowboat 

and taking the tartar 
sauce with you!" 
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The missus isn't talking to me. She said I 
ruined her birthday. I'm not sure how...I 

didn't even know it was her birthday!  
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Treatment for Our Vets 

New Program for Australian Vets To treat PTSD  
and Substance Use Issues 

A new treatment program that is the first of its kind in the world is aimed 
at reducing the impact of Post-Traumatic Stress Disorder (PTSD) and 
Substance Use Disorder (SUD) for veterans.  The Veterans’ COPE 
Recovery Program, takes a new approach by treating both PTSD and 
SUD at the same time, rather than as separate issues.  The program is 
fully-evidence-based and provided by the long-established mental health 
and substance use treatment organisation, The Buttery. 

The developers of the COPE program at the Medical University of South 
Carolina, USA have trained therapists at The Buttery working in 
conjunction with researcher, Professor Katherine Mills at Macquarie 
University.  The Buttery’s pilot program, the first such program ever 
offered anywhere in the world as a residential program is free to all 
previous members of the Australian Defence Force (Army, Navy, Air 
Force) who meet eligibility criteria. It is being offered as a one-off pilot 
from 3 May. 

“There is a tendency among people with PTSD to self-medicate and 
Substance Use Disorder can be a consequence of this.  This program takes 
a unique approach and there is evidence showing the value of treating 
both concurrently,” said Buttery CEO Leone Crayden.  “Working closely 
with the therapists, participants support each other in a peaceful, healing 
environment.  As well as counselling, everyone is encouraged to take 
gentle exercise and enjoy good nutrition provided by a chef.  Group 
therapy, psycho-education, meditation, yoga, Pilates, massage, swimming 
in the pool and other activities are available to promote holistic recovery,” 
Crayden said. 

The residential part of the program is held at a comfortable retreat on a 
peaceful acreage near Murwillumbah in northern NSW.  The residential 
stay is followed by three months of after-care when participants return to 
the community.  Aftercare is conducted by phone or video conferencing.  
The developers of the COPE program, at the Medical University of South 
Carolina, USA have trained therapists at The Buttery in the program’s 
implementation. 
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To be eligible participants should be: 

Experiencing PTSD currently 

Affected by a substance use disorder 

Committed to remaining abstinent from substance use while in the 
program and to have undertaken a detoxification program prior to 
attending (if required) 

A previous member of the Australian Defence Force (Army, Navy, 
Air Force). 

Participants require a referral from a psychiatrist.  Details about the 
referral and the program are available from The Buttery’s Intake Team, 
02 6687 1111 (Mon-Fri 9 to 4.30 AESDT) or email 
intake@buttery.org.au.  More information and an on-line enquiry form 
and referral form are also available: https://www.buttery.org.au/veterans-
cope-recovery-program/.  The program is funded by the Department of 
Communities and Justice NSW and supported by NSW Health. 

The Chester Hill 
Memorial on  
ANZAC Day 

The refurbished 
Mortar Gun in 
Doug Gooding 

Reserve 

Below:  L to R 
President Ralph Hannaford 

President RSLNSW 
Ray “Jesse” James 

& 
President  

Michael Bowman 

mailto:intake@buttery.org.au
https://www.buttery.org.au/veterans-cope-recovery-program/
https://www.buttery.org.au/veterans-cope-recovery-program/
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Remembering Our Aussie Veterans 

3 RAR VIETNAM 1971 TOUR  by Elaine Bailey 
https://www.facebook.com/groups/361603404551786/permalink/752234105488712 

Tuesday 20 April 1971  

Temperature: 83.4 F (28.6 C)  

Humidity: 62%          Rainfall: nil 

3 RAR 

• Bn HQ at FSB BETH 

• A Coy at Vung Tau on Stand Down 

• B Coy searching YS5474 

• C Coy returned to Nui Dat 

• D Coy HQ at FSB HORSESHOE, 
Platoons to recce and ambush NORTH 
and EAST 

• Sp Coy at FSB BETH, with elements 
recce and ambush YS5968 

2 RAR 

• A Coy recce and ambush 
YS5187 

• B Coy recce and ambush 
YS5279 

• C Coy recce and ambush 
YS5581 

• V Coy recce and ambush 
YS4983 

• Sp Coy recce and ambush 
YS4688 

https://www.facebook.com/3RAR1971/?__cft__%5b0%5d=AZU7ga2Svh-6nJwDxjiZVbXbMTMpSUKD1u0obh51kK_F5j9Xtb-UFwJ-pe1HDNcgQ7-OtPX78B9lBCNaxeAOYqSWptQieuAoyrj_FCDe-HgzT_Py_i3Cerd06hZkgnKIihIgPGJrlEXVB4O8-A4SnwdfLGEEoJt0oI5oEruv70Z-Y6cim72aRgDmbrxUYtxHIan-G07k_FA6rNgYy
https://www.facebook.com/groups/361603404551786/user/100000838855497/?__cft__%5b0%5d=AZU7ga2Svh-6nJwDxjiZVbXbMTMpSUKD1u0obh51kK_F5j9Xtb-UFwJ-pe1HDNcgQ7-OtPX78B9lBCNaxeAOYqSWptQieuAoyrj_FCDe-HgzT_Py_i3Cerd06hZkgnKIihIgPGJrlEXVB4O8-A4SnwdfLGEEoJt0oI5oEruv70Z-Y6
https://www.facebook.com/groups/361603404551786/permalink/752234105488712
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Finally out of the bush and back at 
The Dat (Nui Dat). Showers, 
shaves, clean clothes, and just relax. 
The day is spent cleaning weapons 
and gear. Then a BBQ is put on for 
us and soldiers who are just happy 
to have survived enjoy the 
camaraderie and friendship that 
only Brothers In Arms can know. 
Meanwhile the war goes on, just 
without us for a little while. While 
we were enjoying our beers and the rest 
of 3 RAR were searching fruitlessly, 2 
RAR/NZ (ANZAC) was having a very, 
very busy day. Descriptions of 2 RAR/
NZ actions are drawn from John 
Church’s book “Second To None”, 
which is a fascinating read. 

At 0737 5 Platoon Bravo Company 3 
RAR requested a Dustoff for a soldier 
with a badly sprained wrist. 

At 0810 a Patrol from 11 Platoon Delta Company 3 RAR, intercept 10 
people in two ox carts. The people are carrying normal food and the proper 
documents. People moved South out of the area. 

At 0845 (YS525865) 3 Platoon Alpha Company 2 RAR/NZ located a bunker 
system consisting of 13 bunkers, 9 cooking huts, 10 tables, latrines, and a 
sentry post. A caretaker group of 4 were in the system. Items found within 
the system were: 1 x claymore, 2 x claymore firing devices, 7 x M16 mags 
(full), 1 basic pouch, 2 x sandbags of documents, 50 x C cell batteries, 1 x 
satchel charge training aid and 1 machete. 

At 1030 (YS631797) 2 Troop C Squadron 1 Armoured Regiment located a 6 
month old bunker system and a small hut. System destroyed. 

At 1045 (YS525866) 3 PL A coy 2 RAR/NZ(ANZAC) when moving East 
along a well-used track heard voices. John Church in his book Second To 
None describes what happened next “Terry Petrie’s Platoon had found an 
enemy bunker system earlier that morning. This position eastern side of a 
stream six kilometres East of Cam My South. Petrie sent Sergeant Doyle 
with a section of seven men and the artillery observer's party to establish a 
block position on the western side of the stream while he swept through the 
position from the East with the remainder of the Platoon. As the sweep 
began, two Viet Cong soldiers climbed up from the creek further to the North 
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beyond the boundary of the sweep. Doyle's group opened fire on them. One 
of these Vietnamese dropped his weapon in his hurry to avoid the fire and 
both were able to make their escape. While members of the platoon were 
destroying the bunker system, they saw another Viet Cong soldier in the trees 
and engaged him with fire but without any result. Later Doyle said that the 
enemy had been able to get away because the machine-gunner was hesitant 
about opening fire. The enemy were wearing ARVN greens and black 
cowboy hats, similar to the worn by some American units. They were also 
carrying M16 rifles. At the critical moment, the gunner thought that they may 
have been friendly troops. Of course, this was not possible as we had not 
cleared any friendly troops to be in our area of operations. By the time he had 
made up his mind to fire, it was too late.” Results: 1 x M16, 1 x M1 8 mine, 
1 pack and a qty of documents were found in the bunker system. The bunkers 
consisted of 15 “T” shaped bunkers, the apex of which runs uphill. 

At 1250 (YS577879) an 11 man patrol, from 1 Platoon and HQ of A Coy 2 
RAR/NZ(ANZAC), led by Pat Savage was moving thick country on the side 
of a hill seven kilometres East of Cam My South. They were heading to an 
old bunker system to set up an ambush. As they approached the system the 
forward scout saw 6 enemy wearing mixed dress, moving in single file on the 
edge of a tract of heavily wooded terrain. The enemy had two scouts 
deployed in front and the other four bunched 15 metres back. They were 
carrying weapons, but the type could not be identified. The Patrol initiated 
the contact, and two enemy were seen to fall. Enemy fire was returned from 
the front and right flank. With the firefight continuing Savage called for 
artillery and bushranger support. The enemy withdrew as the artillery started 
falling. Sweep conducted and located 3 heavy blood trails and equipment. 
Further follow up of blood trail was precluded due to report of movement in 
1 PI HQ area. Results: 3 VC WIA (Heavy BT) 2 packs, large of clothing, 
equipment and documents captured. The intelligence assessment was that 
this was a platoon of D445 LF Battalion. One 2 RAR soldier was wounded in 
the action. 

At 1400 (YS531879) another patrol from 1 Platoon A Coy 2 RAR/NZ led by 
Corporal Seeley was moving along a tributary of the Suói Lé, two kilometres 
east of the Chau Lac Rubber. As they were crossing a small watercourse, the 
forward scout saw a party of Vietnamese moving in two groups across his 
front, 40 metres away. The first group of two scouts was fifteen metres in 
front of the main group. The patrol’s machine gunner engaged the enemy. A 
sweep was conducted and found three heavy blood trails and two packs filled 
with clothing and documents and in one a typewriter. 

Charlie Company’s 7 Platoon (2 RAR/NZ) had stopped for lunch at 1:00pm 
on the southern bank of the Suói Tam Bo, 3,500 metres West of the village 
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of Thua Tich. Around 1:30 pm a sentry saw an enemy group about 30 metres 
away moving towards a stream crossing point. The sentry engaged the group, 
and the two scouts were seen to drop to the ground. The enemy returned fire 
and withdrew. Geoff Brad led a sweep of the area and found two packs, one 
of which showed bullet holes. The two scouts had escaped. The packs 
contained 60-70 lbs (approx. 30 kilos) of rice, 3 cooking pots, 1 steel mug, 2 
water bottles, 1 water bottle carrier, 1 bag of brown sugar, 1 rifle cleaning kit, 
1 bag of pepper, 1 toothbrush and paste, 1lb of tea (500g), 1 Australian 
mosquito net, 3 packets of biscuits, 1 packet of sweets, 2 pack carrier frames, 
6 items of clothing, chilli powder, salt, 1 pair of Ho Chi Minh sandals, 1 
packet of flints and a quantity of documents. 

Pat Savage decided to set an ambush on the track leading to the bunkers, 
where they had their earlier contact with the Viet Cong. At 2:00 pm he heard 
movement. Savage took his machine gunner and Number 2 and circled 
around the enemy. When the enemy appeared the detachment opened fire, 
killing the lead scout. The second scout was a female who was in dead 
ground at the time and withdrew to the south. Results: 1 KIA (BC) 1 x .45 
(US) pistol, qty of clothing and documents captured. 

At 1500 (YS559805) Colin Purcell and 8 Platoon C coy 2 RAR/NZ(ANZAC) 
were following a well-used track on the Southern side of the Suói Tam Bo, 
4,500 metres West of the village of Thua Tich. The forward scout saw enemy 
moving about in the jungle to his front. The scout saw some earthworks and 
sent word back of enemy bunkers. Purcell halted the Platoon and led a three-
man reconnaissance patrol. An enemy sentry saw the patrol and opened fire. 
Purcell re-joined the Platoon and decided to assault the bunkers. At 5:45pm 
the lead sections of 8 Platoon began the assault but found that they were 
unable to make any headway against the strongly entrenched enemy. From 
the volume of fire Purcell realised that he had underestimated the enemy 
force’s size. After sustaining 3 wounded in one of the lead sections, Purcell 
withdrew and brought down artillery to keep the enemy from following up 
his withdrawal. Bushrangers from 9 RAÅF Sqn conducted rocket and 
minigun strafes into the system as 8 Platoon married up with the rest of 
Charlie Company. The next day 11 well-constructed bunkers were found, 
with the approaches protected by claymores, many of which were still in 
place. Several large pools of blood were found on the ground.  

At 1515 (YS477508) a Bushranger Heavy Fire team were supporting a 
resupply for 302 RF Battalion, when two Bushrangers were hit by enemy 
fire. The Bushrangers suppressed the area, and the resupply was conducted 
successfully. One VN RF was medevac’d with a snake bite. 

At 1715 Sunray C/s TA1 receives a fractured thumb. Request permission for 
Possum (CO Scott’s chopper) to Dust him off. Permission refused. 
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ANZAC DAWN SERVICE  2021 prelim 
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“The Service” 

President Ralph Hannaford 

President Michael Bowman Secretary Lloyd Newman Vice President Ivan Tilmouth 

Mr. Brendan Bates Reverend Paul Webb 

The  
Catafalque 

Party march 
on and take 

post  

MC: Ms. Lee-Ann Taylor  RNZAF 

Our 
Memorial 
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ANZAC LUNCHEON 2021 

If you didn’t have a 
good time, 

You must be dead! 
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Now that’s what I call a 
motley crew  

>>>>>>>>>>>> 

Winners 
are 

grinners 

Wasn’t 
The Band 

Great? 
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A Brief Military History of the Late Prince Phillip 

by Peter Barnes 

https://www.facebook.com/australianpaintingswar/posts/281926226868239 

The first thing I thought of 
when I turned on the news and 
heard Prince Philip had passed 
away, was The Queen. He was 
the love of her life. 

Prince Philip, Duke of 
Edinburgh (born Prince Philip 
of Greece and Denmark, 10 
June 1921 – 9 April 2021) was 
a member of the British royal 
family as the husband of 
Queen Elizabeth II. 

Prince Philip’s naval and 
wartime service. 

After leaving Gordonstoun in 
early 1939, Prince Philip 
completed a term as a cadet at 
the Royal Naval College, 
Dartmouth, then repatriated to 
Greece, living with his mother 
in Athens for a month in mid-
1939. At the behest of the 
Greek king, George II, he returned to Britain in September to resume training 
for the Royal Navy. He graduated from Dartmouth the next year as the best 
cadet in his course. 

During WW2, he continued to serve in the British forces. Prince Philip was 
appointed as a midshipman in January 1940. He spent four months on the 
battleship HMS Ramillies, protecting convoys of the Australian 
Expeditionary Force in the Indian Ocean, followed by shorter postings on 
HMS Kent, on HMS Shropshire, and in Ceylon. After the invasion of Greece 
by Italy in October 1940, he was transferred from the Indian Ocean to the 
battleship HMS Valiant in the Mediterranean Fleet. 

On 1 February 1941, Prince Philip was commissioned as a sub-lieutenant 
after a series of courses at Portsmouth, in which he gained the top grade in 
four out of five sections of the qualifying examination. Among other 
engagements, he was involved in the battle of Crete, and was mentioned in 

https://www.facebook.com/australianpaintingswar?__cft__%5b0%5d=AZVkSJbc76y8Fe7P3y13gNafRtqblFIhkeh8I_oCaLbl_zohYgLkfvU1lCkz_JM9wpcwSCOiSQ9qeFrCms2e-6sjr7ZaTY3sG9f61GENdoQLFMedF_8rKc8pZ7h56H1rR87euWVlZbRxoWjO9kDeu0a2ljZw-EvwNqdQT56BBku8Ng&__tn__=-UC%2CP-R
https://www.facebook.com/australianpaintingswar/posts/281926226868239
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dispatches for his service during the battle of Cape Matapan, in which he 
controlled the battleship's searchlights. He was also awarded the Greek War 
Cross. In June 1942, he was appointed to the V and W-class destroyer and 
flotilla leader HMS Wallace, which was involved in convoy escort tasks on 
the east coast of Britain, as well as the Allied invasion of Sicily. 

Promotion to lieutenant followed on 16 July 1942. In October of the same 
year, he became first lieutenant of HMS Wallace, at 21 years old one of the 
youngest first lieutenants in the Royal Navy. During the invasion of Sicily, in 
July 1943, as second in command of Wallace, he saved his ship from a night 
bomber attack. He devised a plan to launch a raft with smoke floats that 
successfully distracted the bombers, allowing the ship to slip away 
unnoticed. In 1944, he moved on to the new destroyer, HMS Whelp, where 
he saw service with the British Pacific Fleet in the 27th Destroyer Flotilla. 

He was present in Tokyo Bay when the instrument of Japanese surrender was 
signed. Prince Philip returned to the United Kingdom on the Whelp in 
January 1946, and was posted as an instructor at HMS Royal Arthur, the 
Petty Officers' School in Corsham, Wiltshire. 

Lest We Forget. 

Information came from Wikipedia. Photograph came from the Australian War 
Memorial. Image file number AWM MALTA0293. 
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NAVY Marine Technician by day, barber by night! 
 Remembering Our Aussie Veterans | Facebook  

Gone are the days of do-it-
yourself shavers and trimmers 
thanks to self-taught barbers who 
volunteer their time to clean up 
their shipmates.  

French rendezvous for Anzac and Sirius 

By Lieutenant Geoff Long   3 May 2021 

https://news.defence.gov.au/international/french-rendezvous-anzac-and-sirius 

Naval Task Groups from Australia and France have conducted a bilateral 
transit in the South China Sea, carrying out a series of training exercises 
along the way. 

The Australian Task Group, comprising the frigate HMAS Anzac and 
auxiliary oiler HMAS Sirius, was joined by the French Navy’s Jeanne 
d'Arc Task Group, comprised of the amphibious assault ship 
FS Tonnerre and the La Fayette-class frigate FS Surcouf. 

Both Task Groups are deployed to the region and recently trained 
together during the French-led Exercise La Perouse in the Bay of Bengal 
in early April. 

https://www.facebook.com/groups/361603404551786/permalink/703002020411921/
https://news.defence.gov.au/international/french-rendezvous-anzac-and-sirius
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Commander of the Australian Task Group and Commanding Officer 
Anzac Commander Brendan Horn said he was proud of what had been 
achieved by the four ships from France and Australia. 

“We gained a lot of experience in working with the Jeanne d'Arc Task 
Group during Exercise La Perouse, so it was a fantastic opportunity for 
both navies to put that experience to the test in a range of activities 
including officer-of-the-watch manoeuvres, replenishments at sea and 
flying operations,” Commander Horn said. 

“France and Australia enjoy a close partnership and share a commitment 
to maintaining an open, inclusive and resilient Indo-Pacific.” 

Meanwhile, Sirius’ ship’s company performed replenishments at sea with 
all three of the accompanying ships, capping off a busy schedule of at-sea 
supply exercises during the deployment. 

Commanding Officer Sirius Commander Chris Doherty said a dual 
replenishments at sea undertaken with the two French vessels was one of 
the deployment’s many highlights.  

“Working with partner navies allows us to test our procedures and we’ve 
already resupplied vessels 
from Malaysia, the US, 
India and Japan in addition 
to HMAS Anzac,” 
Commander Doherty said. 

“For many of our crew, 
working with partner 
navies will be a career 
milestone that they can 
look back on with pride.”  

The Jeanne d'Arc Task 
Group’s five-month 
deployment will take the 
French Navy vessels to the 
Mediterranean, Red and 
South China Seas and 
Indian and Pacific oceans. 

Anzac and Sirius deployed from the homeport at Fleet Base West in WA 
in March and will return this month. 

HMA Ships Anzac and Sirius sail in-company with 

French Navy ships FS Tonnerre and FS Surcouf of 
the Jeanne d'Arc Task Group during a transit of the 

South China Sea.  
Photo: Leading Seaman Sam Greenland 
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ARMY Welcome to Pucka 
By Major Peta Langbehn   

https://news.defence.gov.au/service/welcome-pucka 

Newly arrived Indigenous 
military and APS personnel 
have been welcomed to the 
Puckapunyal Military Ar-
ea in a ceremony at the base 
yarning circle.  

Senior Australian Defence 
Force Officer-
Puckapunyal Colonel David 
McCammon hosted Aunty 
Joanne and Uncle Shane 
from the local Taungurung 
Land and Waters Council. 

For Uncle Shane, it was an 
important occasion to ex-
plain to Indigenous and non-
Indigenous members posted 

to the base why it was important to welcome visitors to ancestral country. 

“In Taungurung culture we have a close affiliation to the land and its care,” Un-
cle Shane said. 

“We welcome visitors to our land. We extend our friendship and we offer cleans-
ing through the white smoke of this fire. White smoke is a healing smoke, unlike 
the destructive black smoke of bushfires that have caused so much damage to our 
land. By bathing yourself in this smoke, you leave behind any harmful spirits 
that may have followed you here. Breath in its healing vapours and know that 
you are welcome on Taungurung land.”   

After opening the yarning circle during NAIDOC Week 2020, Aunty Joanne said 
she was looking forward to seeing the area continuing to develop and grow con-
nections between each other’s mobs.  

“This yarning circle continues to be a place where we can come together and 
learn from each other,” Aunty Joanne said.  

“But now I want you to come up with your own ideas on how we can dec-
orate this circle with totems and home symbology to make it your own, 
and to show future visitors that you have been here.  

“I challenge you to bring your innovative ideas on how to make this happen.” 

Uncle Shane and Aunty Joanne welcome 
newly arrived Army and APS members to the 
Puckapunyal Military Area during a 
ceremony at the base yarning circle.  

Photo: Corporal Jessica Haines-Hann 

https://news.defence.gov.au/service/welcome-pucka
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At the conclusion of the ceremony, Colonel McCammon thanked Aunty Joanne 
and Uncle Shane for their ongoing commitment to soldiers and staff posted to 
Puckapunyal and presented each with a Defence Friendship coin and Rising Sun 
hat badge.  

“I value the cultural advice and counselling that you bring to all of us here and 
will support the ongoing care and maintenance of the yarning circle as an im-
portant place to come together and support each other,” Colonel McCammon 
said.  

The Puckapunyal Yarning Circle continues to provide a culturally appropriate 
meeting place where a network of kinship and cultural support can be estab-
lished and strengthened between Indigenous personnel, their families and mem-
bers of the local mob.   

A special Anzac Day at home 
By Captain Carolyn Barnett https://

news.defence.gov.au/people/special-anzac-day-home 

Australians have gathered since 1916 by their 
town’s war memorials to remember the fallen, the 
wounded and all those who serve.  

These memorials, big and small, represent the cost 
of war on individuals, families and the nation.  

This year, some of our soldiers returned home to 
their communities to commemorate Anzac Day.  

Craftsman Cameron Powell from 1 Aviation Regiment said he was proud to 
march with Vietnam veterans and discover the rich history of his hometown in 
Broomfield, Victoria.  

“To send people back home for Anzac Day in my opinion is an amazing 
opportunity for everyone,” Craftsman Powell said.  

“Meeting George Glenn Hepburn, nicknamed Tiny, was one of the highlights of 
my day. He is 90 years old, and served in Vietnam as a maintainer in 161st 
(Independent) Reconnaissance Flight. 

“This was a particularly important moment for me to meet someone who not 
only is in my trade but also served in the same Squadron I am now serving with. 

“It was a real privilege to connect with other veterans as well those from the 
Tunnel Rats of Vietnam. 

“I was very fortunate to hear many stories and meet many veterans from my 
home area.”  

Craftsman Powell said he also spent time with his family and interacted with 
community members.  

“To enjoy and remember that day within my hometown on Anzac Day was 
something very special to me,” Craftsman Powell said. 
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RAAF 

Baptism of fire for fledgling air force 

Celebrating 100 Years of the RAAF 

By Wing Commander Mary Anne Whiting  
https://news.defence.gov.au/service/baptism-fire-fledgling-air-force 

This year, Air Force marked its centenary, but the service was born in the Army 
and had a baptism of fire during World War I. 
When Britain created the Royal Flying Corps in April 1912, with a military avia-
tion corps, and naval wing (later the Royal Naval Air Service), the Australian 
Army was already recruiting ‘mechanists and aviators’ for a Central Flying 
School.   By March, 1914, and with five aircraft purchased from Britain, test-
flying began at Point Cook. 
Captain Henry Petre and Lieutenant Eric Harrison were selected as instructors, 
together with four mechanics, Chester, Fonteneau, Heath and Shortland, and ap-
pointed to the new Central Flying School (CFS).  
By July, No. 1 Flight of the Australian Flying Corps (AFC) was ready to com-
mence flying training.   
The outbreak of war in August, 1914, meant the existence of the new flying 
training school at Point Cook made it possible to contemplate the reality of air 
operations.  On Tuesday, August 18, 1914, the first instructional flights began. 
The first Australian soldier under instruction was Lieutenant George Merz. 
On February 8, 1915, the Australian Government received a request from 
the Viceroy of India seeking aviators, aeroplanes and motor transport to help in a 
campaign in the Tigris Valley against the Turks. 
An agreement was reached and a half flight was placed at the disposal of the 
Government of India, with men and motor transport departing Melbourne in 
April 1915. 

At the Central Fly-

ing School. Lieu-
tenant George Merz 

is seated (second 
row from front) 

second from left, 
Captain Henry 

Petre is seated 
third from left and 

Lieutenant Eric 
Harrison is seated 

fourth from left. 
Photo: Australian 

War Memorial 
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On May 31, 1915, Captain Petre flew the AFC’s first operational flight when he 
conducted reconnaissance over Turkish positions at Kurna on the junction of the 
Euphrates and Tigris River. 
With the Allied cavalry patrols skirmishing on the outskirts of Kut-el-Amarh, in 
eastern Iraq, Lieutenant Merz, who had been retained at Point Cook as an In-
structor, arrived at Basra on June 13, 1915, to join the half fight. 
By the middle of July, the half flight was providing active air support. Equipped 
with Maurice-Farman and Cauldron G III aircraft – two-seaters fitted with 80 
horse power engines. 
These French-designed biplanes were only safe to fly after 1000 hours and in 
the cooler air at 6000 feet, notwithstanding the danger of their engines severely 
overheating when attempting to reach altitude.  
On July 23, Lieutenant Merz and his observer, Lieutenant William Burn (New 
Zealand Army), arrived at the British lines outside Nasiriyah in time for an at-
tack the next day. 
Departing at dawn on the July 24, their observation of enemy movements ena-
bled the infantry to storm the weaker defences, and Lieutenant Merz witnessed 
the consequent Turkish retreat from the air.  Air crew carried no rifles or fire-
arms, except revolvers; however, Lieutenant Merz had saved two two-pound 
hand bombs.  As both Lieutenant Merz and Lieutenant Burn emptied their re-
volvers into the mass of retreating troops, Lieutenant Merz dived so low his un-
dercarriage knocked an officer off his horse. 
Diving again through a fusillade of rifle fire, Lieutenant Merz dropped his two-
pounders from less than 20 feet.  Returning exhausted that night, rather than re-
lax in the mess tent, Lieutenant Merz, a graduate of medicine from the Universi-
ty of Melbourne, honoured his allegiance to the Hippocratic Oath by helping the 
understaffed medical personnel in the hospital tent care for the many causalities 
of that day’s fighting. 
The next day, Lieutenant Merz and Lieutenant Burn went missing on operations 
near Abu Salibig – Australia and New Zealand’s first causalities of the air war. 
They did not die in vain – their air reconnaissance justified a more confident 
advance on Kut and pilots were issued with rifles. 
In all, four AFC squadrons served with the British during World War. I, 
Of these, No. 1 Squadron flew against the Turks and Germans in the Middle 
East while Nos. 2, 3 and 4 Squadrons served on the Western Front between Sep-
tember 1917 and the Armistice.   
On the Western Front, the AFC was possibly the last Australian formation to go 
into action when Nos. 2 and 4 Squadrons took to the air November 10, 1918. 
Enemy trains were bombed and troops strafed along the roads as they retreated 
back through Belgium towards the borders of Germany. 
The AFC was disbanded at the end of the 1919, while the CFS continued to op-
erate until 1920 when the Australian Air Corps (AAC) was formed. 
The following year, on March 31, 1921, the AAC was separated from the Army 
to form the Australian Air Force.  
Following an endorsement by King George V in June, 1921, the prefix ‘Royal’ 
was approved and came into effect on August 31, 1921. 
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I have trouble spelling Arnagedon.  But it is not the end of the world 
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Once again, the elderly man just muttered and did nothing. The usher marched 
briskly back up the aisle, and in a moment he returned with the manager. 

Together the two of them tried repeatedly to move the elderly dishevelled man, 
but with no success. 

Finally they summoned the police. 

Officer Ken surveyed the situation briefly then asked, "All right buddy what's 
your name?" 

"Jim" the old man moaned. 

"Where you from, Jim"? asked officer Ken. 

With a terrible strain in his voice, and without moving, Jim replied;  "The balcony 
above"....... 
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LAST POST 

 
 

“We are all here” 
 
 

Lest We Forget 

 STOP PRESS 


