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EDITORIAL**  Gary Roser, Editor 

Hello Members and Friends, 

Welcome to our new 
Committee Members, Ambrose 

Dinh and Greg Brown. 

I hope we can get details of their military 
history for the next Newsletter as I have 
for our new Vice President, the old (and 
still) Pensions & Welfare Officer.  The 
only person in our sub-Branch who is 
currently qualified to present standards.  
The rest of us will help the best we can 
without treading on anyone’s toes. 

As I am now also an Alternate Delegate 
to Far Southern Metropolitan District 
Council I intend to drive home things I 
see as failings of RSLNSW to represent veterans.  And one such thing is their 
failure to support veterans in their claim against DVA and the ADF for sickness 
caused by Tafenoquine & Mefloquine.  It’s another government denial just like 
the Agent Orange debacle. 
**The editorial is entirely my own opinion and does not reflect the Sub-Branch Executive. 
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PRESIDENT’S REPORT 

At our May meeting, Ross Graham retired as  Vice-
President and the Committee.  He was on the 
Committee for 12 years, and ten of them as Vice-
President.  During his time on the Committee, Ross has 
been active in all aspects of sub-Branch business and his 
experience added a valuable contribution to the 
committee.  Thank you Ross and we wish you well in your retirement. 

As I mentioned in the last newsletter, Ian and I were heading for State 
Congress at Albury.  It was full on for 3 days with many speakers giving 
a lot of information.  I tried to take notes, but it just went too fast.  
Hopefully all the info will be placed on the RSL NSW Website and we 
will be able to show you the presentations. 

NSW Veterans’ Affairs Minister, David Elliott, outlined changes to the 
legislation with regards our operation.  He was followed by Opposition 
spokesperson, Greg Warren.  It was pleasing to note that both men were 
ex-servicemen and members of the League.  Changes will be significant, 
but hopefully not too damaging. 

The Deputy Commissioner of the ACNC outlined the requirements of the 
Charity Act and that we need to comply with its requirements.  
Unfortunately, he only gave general info and not specifics.  We must 
spend 50% of our total income on core values (e.g. Memorial Services), 
Welfare of Members and Veterans, and Charitable Purposes.  We need 
more information on specifics. 

The motion to direct sub-Branches to supply books and money, etc. was 
lost due to it being badly written.  It was supposed to only require 
information, not money. 

The original one to indemnify Officers was withdrawn, rewritten to 
included sub-Branch Officers and Trustees.  This time it passed.  

The appointment of Proxies and associated motions was defeated, as were 
the motions regarding representative voting, removal of State and District 
Council voting rights and Affiliate Members to represent their sub-
Branches at District Council and State Congress. 

The one regarding the Women’s Auxiliary passed and they will now be 
known as RSL Auxiliary and be able to accept men as members.  What 
they didn’t take into account is what was known as the CCWA is now 
responsible for Day Clubs and Youth Clubs. 

Ron Duckworth,  President 
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MY MILITARY HISTORY 

by Vice President Kevin Mahony 

I have been asked by our editor to give a few notes outlining my 
military history.  

I was called up for National Service in 1957. I was posted to 12 
National Service Battalion at the beginning of the year. After 
completing the three months basic training, I returned to Armidale 
to complete my Teacher Training. My CMF unit up there was the 
12/16 Hunter River Lancers. I completed 1957 in the unit before 
being posted to a school in Sydney as a Science Teacher. During our final National 
Service Parade we were given a talk by Major Mac Grant who had started up 1 
Commando Company in 1955. He was trying to recruit for the unit. At the beginning 
of 1958 I contacted them, went to the Unit in Georges Heights, had a medical and 
psych. and joined the unit. 

After completing my Green Beret tests I qualified as a Roping and Climbing 
Instructor. and completed the Basic Parachute Course at Williamtown Air Base. 

I was promoted to  Sergeant in February 1962. I was attached to Victoria Barracks to 
complete my subjects for 1st Appointment. I was promoted to Lt in May 1963. 

At the end of 1963 my wife and I went to the UK so that I could meet her parents.  

Before I left Australia my unit arranged for me to be attached to the Royal Marines. 
As we we were living near Liverpool I was attached to the Royal Marine Forces 
Volunteer Reserve, located at Morpeth Docks in Merseyside  

Most of our exercises were in forests or in the mountains in North Wales. We also 
did some anti-terrorism work as the British were still having problems in Aden, 
Crete and Northern Ireland. 

I was lucky enough to meet the Commandant of the Royal Marines at a TEWT. He 
asked me what I wanted to do in courses. When I told him he introduced me to his 
Adjutant, and said that I could whatever courses I wished to do. At the end of 1964 I 
completed a climbing course called the Royal Naval Expedition Leaders Course. 

I followed that up, in early 1965 with their CL1 course ( Cliff Leaders Class 1) 
which was a five weeks course on climbing and mountaineering. It was really a 
course for small scale raids, as it also involved boat work and cliff assaults  

Between the courses I had to remain current with my parachuting. Since none of the 
Marines in my unit were parachutists, I used to have to travel to SAS bases to do my 
jumps. 

We were very fortunate to be there in 1964 which was the Tercentenary of the Royal 
Marines. Alice and I were invited to Buckingham Palace for the big parade in the 
grounds, and also to  the Tercentenary Dinner in London. 

We returned to Sydney in July 1965. I remained in 1 Cdo Coy until May 1971 when 
I went to 1/15 Royal NSW Lancers at the request of an officer I knew. 

When I was appointed Head of Science at Homebush Boy’s High school I left the 
CMF but still had 6 years as OC of the Cadet Unit. 

Kevin.  
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Your Welfare Officers: 

Laurie Scutts  .................  02 9786 0516  |  0417 062 450 

Ron Duckworth  .............  02 9644 1635  |  0408 245 255 

Ross Graham  .................  02 9771 1813  |  0490 069 331 

Kevin Mahony  ..............  02 9644 8794  |  0425 279 111 

Alan (Gadget) Parkin .....  02 9785 8676  |  0404 567 520 

SECRETARY’S REPORT 

Had a bit of a mishap this last couple of months.  It’s 
true what President Ron says about me regarding 
computers and printers.  I am not compatible.  I have had 
my own big computer die when it tried to update 
Windows 10 and the sub-Branch laptop also went kaput.  
So I lost all of my savings regarding jokes and military 
history.  That will teach me not to back up 
EVERYTHING. 

Saying that, you will see a couple of pages in this Newsletter RSLNSW 
put out regarding the definition of welfare.  But they haven’t quite made 
up their mind yet, and it might change again.  In the mean time we will be 
watching closely for any changes that come up. 

One thing of note is the fact that any which way we obtain our money 
(even through our investments) are deemed donations as we are a 
registered charity.  It doesn’t matter what we think, we must abide by the 
Australian Charities Not for Profits Commission. 

A letter written to RSLNSW President James Brown by Rockdale sub-
Branch asking for his assistance to make representations to the ACNC, 
was given the short shift when they asked for investments not to be 
classed as donations. 

Getting back to my secretarial duties, RSLNSW are doing everything by 
Email these days.  It is sad to see employees reduced at RSLNSW as we 
are not receiving timely correspondence back if it is any bit controversial 
or in the too hard basket.  I hope things will improve. 

On a sadder note, I with other sub-Branch Members attended the funeral 
of Gwen Margaret Banner yesterday.  Gwen joined our Women’s 
Auxiliary in 1966 and was Secretary for ten years and President for 30 
years.  They were the good years when we had many Lady Members who 
raised a lot of money and did a lot of work to assist the sub-Branch. 

Our condolences go out to Allan and his family. Gary Roser J.P. 
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You Know When Your Over the Hill When…… 

https://www.pinterest.com.au/funnyjokepics/funny-oldies/?lp=true 
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What does Welfare Mean within the RSLNSW Today? 

Since the Bergin Report into RSLNSW a number of things have come to light.  Most 
importantly is the finding that only about 27% of income coming into sub-Branches is 
actually spent on our core objectives.  We have been instructed by the ACNC that we 
need to spend at least 51% of our income on these core objectives. 

Now it doesn’t matter how we obtain our income.  If it is obtained by the sub-Branch 
through donations, investments or any other income in our name, then it is deemed as 
donations. 

It is for this reason I am publishing the definition of welfare for every member to digest 
as things within our sub-Branch will certainly change in the next few months. 

On 8 March State Council resolved to approve the definition of welfare as follows:  

Items that are classified as welfare: 

Expenditure associated with any of these activities can be classed as welfare.  

• Providing reasonable food and essentials such as shelter and education where veterans 
or their families are in need or at risk.  

• Undertaking hospital, nursing home and home visits to check on veterans and their 
families, provide support and companionship. Visits can be once-off, semi regular or 
regular depending on the needs of the individual.  

• Providing transport to members, veterans and their families to help them connect with 
others or attend meetings and functions (including commemorative events) when they 
would otherwise be unable to attend.  

• Providing a reasonable snack or meal for members, veterans and their families at a 
club or similar venue as part of or in conjunction with a sub-branch meeting or social 
gathering.  

• Meeting with veterans and their families, assessing their needs and provide support to 
assist them address issues such as family conflict, unemployment, emotional or 
substance abuse issues  

• Advocating on behalf of veterans and their families in their dealings with government 
departments, other ex-service organisations or community organisations to ensure 
access and appropriate levels of service, including assisting them to lodge appeals or 
complaints.  

• Offer advice and/or support in relation to: o DVA claims and advocacy o Centrelink o 
Medicare o Aged Care o Concession Cards o Counselling or referrals to VVCS, 
Lifeline and other similar services o Work carried out as part of a grant such as BEST 
grants  

• Welfare is the provision of or access to services for veterans and their families who 
are socially disadvantaged or in need. It involves supporting social, emotional and 
physical needs, as well as helping with the basic needs of shelter, food, medical care 
and education.  

 Bereavement Assistance  

 Treatment and Transport  

 Respite Care  

 War Graves & VAN offices  

 Carer Support  



9 

 Domestic Violence  

 Legal Advice  

 Community Information Service  

 Rural Services  

 Disability Services  

• Providing assistance or transport to support veterans and their families in attending 
relevant appointments when they are unable to afford the transport or are infirm or 
otherwise unable to arrange transport.  

• Supplying welfare and health information to the veteran community either 
individually or collectively (such as through information stalls at Defence family 
days).  

• Liaising with other ESO’s to ensure the veteran and their families receives holistic 
assistance to meet their needs.   

• Compiling, updating & maintaining information on veterans and their families as 
required.  

• Liaising for and conducting funeral tributes.   

• Liaising with Funeral directors to assist veterans or their families at times of loss.  

• Referring veterans and their families to appropriate community organisations or 
specialist services.  

• Networking and maintenance of close links within the ex-service and local 
communities.  

• Accessing and maintenance of information relating to health and community services.  

• Informing and educating the community about the needs of veterans and their 
families.  

• Financial assistance to veterans and their families in need (demonstrated by collecting 
information on the family’s financial situation and assessing their ability to pay and 
the retaining of this information in a secure place).  

• Training of sub-branch members in relevant topics to assist their welfare activities 
(such as ATDP, community support training, mental health first aid, suicide 
awareness).  

• Wreaths, poppies and Australian flags when provided to families at funerals.  

• Reasonable medical expenses of veterans and their family members who would 
otherwise be unable to afford the cost (demonstrated by collecting information on the 
family’s financial situation and assessing their ability to pay and the retaining of this 
information in a secure place).  

• Assistance for veterans and their family members to source and obtain employment.  

• Activities to assist the reintegration of veterans and their families into community 
activities and civilian life.  

• Activities promoting socialisation and social connectedness for veterans and their 

families.  

   *********************** 

Rumours are that this will change again……. Editor 
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THE BOTTLE OF WINE  
 

For all of us who are married, were married, wish you were married,  
or wish you weren't married, this is something to smile about the 
next time you see a bottle of wine  
 
Sally was driving home from one of her business 
trips in Northern Arizona when she saw an elderly 
Navajo woman walking on the side of the road. 
 
As the trip was a long and quiet one, she stopped 
the car and asked the Navajo woman if she would 
like a ride. 
 
With a silent nod of thanks, the woman got into the car. 
 
Resuming the journey, Sally tried in vain to make a bit of small talk 
with the Navajo woman.  The old woman just sat silently, looking 
intently at everything she saw, studying every little detail, until she 
noticed a brown bag on the seat next to Sally. 
 
'What in bag?' asked the old woman. 
 
Sally looked down at the brown bag and said, 'It's a bottle of wine. I 
got it for my husband.' 
 
The Navajo woman was silent for another moment or two. Then 
speaking with the quiet wisdom of an elder, she said: 
 

'Good trade.....'  

 
ooooo00000ooooo 

My wife was at the beauty shop for two hours. That was only for 
the estimate.  
She got a mudpack and looked great for two days. Then the mud 
fell off.  
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What Comes Out of Kid’s Mouths 

 

An exasperated mother, whose son was always getting into mischief, fi-
nally asked him, “How do you expect to get into Heaven?” 

The boy thought it over and said, “Well, I'll run in and out and in and out 
and keep slamming the door until St. Peter says, ‘For Heaven’s sake, Dyl-
an, come in or stay out!’ ”' 

ooooo00000ooooo 

It was that time, during the Sunday morning service, for the children’s 
sermon.  All the children were invited to come forward. 

One little girl was wearing a particularly pretty dress and, as she sat down, 
the minister leaned over and said, “That is a very pretty dress.  Is it your 
Easter Dress?” 

The little girl replied, directly into the minister's clip-on microphone, 
“Yes, and my Mum says it's a bitch to iron.” 

ooooo00000ooooo 

A little girl asked her mother, “Can I go outside and play with the boys?” 

Her mother replied, “No, you can’t play with the boys, they’re too rough.” 

The little girl thought about it for a few moments and asked, “If I can find 
a smooth one, can I play with him?” 
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Trooper Jones 
First Australian to die in the Boer War 

"© Commonwealth of Australia (Department of Veterans’ Affairs)" 

https://anzacportal.dva.gov.au/history/special-features/veterans-stories/
australians-war-stories/trooper-jones-%E2%80%93-first-australian 

Trooper Victor Jones of the first Queensland contingent, 2/14 Queensland 
Mounted Infantry, was the first Australian to die in action in the Boer War 
when he was killed in an ambush on 1 January 1900. 

His death led to an extraordinary 
exchange of letters which have been 
kept all these years in the Australian 
Archives and culminated 100 years 
later with a wreath laying ceremony 
on Jones' grave at Sunnydale Farm, 
near Salt Lake, north of Cape Town. 

Victor Jones was an employee of the 
Mount Morgan Company in 
Queensland when the Boer War 
broke out, having worked his way up 
from office boy "to one of 
considerable responsibility" 

according to an article in the The Queenslander Illustrated Supplement. 

Jones' brother, Mr G B Jones, who worked for the Railway Department at 
Rockhampton, described his brother as "a very fine young man, aged 27, 
6ft in height, who at the first announcement of sending a Queensland 
contingent to South Africa gave up a good position, home & friends to 
fight for his Queen and country". 

According to G B Jones, his brother was in the first scouting party of four 
men, under Lieutenant A G Adie, sent out on the morning of the 
Sunnyside engagement, and was shot dead on the veldt when his group 
were surprised by about 14 Boers. 

A second Queenslander, Private David Cumming McLeod of Toowong, 
was wounded in action later that day and died some hours later. Both men 
were buried where they were killed, about a mile apart from each other. 

Thanks to the compassion and persistence of members of the Guild of 
Loyal Women of South Africa, the graves of the two men were 
subsequently located and marked. 

AWM AO4298  
In the NSW Imperial Bushmen camp,  

South Africa, 1900.  

https://anzacportal.dva.gov.au/history/special-features/veterans-stories/australians-war-stories/trooper-jones-%E2%80%93-first-australian
https://anzacportal.dva.gov.au/history/special-features/veterans-stories/australians-war-stories/trooper-jones-%E2%80%93-first-australian
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A Miss Charlotte C. Slater, a member of the Guild, wrote to the Governor 
of Queensland in September 1901 in a bid to locate the nearest relatives 
of the two men so she could ascertain if they wished to have anything 
done in regard to the graves. 

Her letter was forwarded to G B Jones who responded to Miss Slater 
expressing his family's gratitude for "taking such an interest in the grave 
of our loved one (which) is the source of the greatest consolation and 
thankfulness to us". 

Jones then asked for a headstone 
to be erected on the grave, with 
stone kerbing, and with the words 

"in loving memory of Trooper 
Victor S Jones Q.M.I of 
Rockhampton, Queensland, Killed 
January 1st 1900 aged 27 years.  

The first Australian to fall in 
action in S.A." 

He offered to help pay for the cost 
of the headstone. 

A year later Miss Lilian Orpen, 
honorary secretary of the Loyal Women's Guild branch at St Clair, 
Douglas, wrote to the Queensland Governor stating that she had heard 
nothing more from Mr Jones since he had written requesting the erection 
of a head stone. She said she had also written to McLeod's family but had 
received no reply. 

Miss Orpen said she had collected £30-5-0 from the Loyalists of Douglas 
to erect the headstone and railing around the graves but due to the 
disturbed state of the country had been prevented from having the work at 
the graves begun. 

"But as soon as Peace was declared I ordered a stone and railing for 
Trooper Jones grave and should the funds prove sufficient I shall order 
the same for the grave of Trooper McLeod." 

This prompted a letter in December 1902 from G B Jones to the 
Governor's Office expressing regret for not replying as he had been in a 
serious accident which had incapacitated him for many months.  He stated 
he had written to Miss Orpen by the same mail, enclosing "a postal order 

… ... Continued  

AWM  PO1866.066 
Members of E Company, 5th Contingent, 

Victorian Mounted Rifles, in action 
 against the Boers in front of the  
Pongola Bosch, October 1901. 
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for £10 from my sisters and myself towards the cost of the stone and 
railing and thanking her very sincerely for her great kindness in the 
matter." 

And there the matter might have rested but for the actions of the present 
owners of Sunnydale Farm, Jean and Herbert Dugmore, who, in late 
1999, contacted Trooper Jones' great-niece, Fiona Bekkers of Ascot in 
Brisbane. They invited her to take part in a wreath laying ceremony at the 
grave on 1 January 2000, one hundred years to the day Trooper Jones was 
killed, an invitation she accepted. 

Footnote: Mrs Bekkers wrote the following description of the 
ceremony. 

The ceremony at the graveside on 1/1/2000 commenced at 9am when it 
was already very hot. There were about 40 people there including the 
Dugmore family, who arranged the whole thing, and other neighbouring 
(mainly Afrikaans) farmers and nine Queenslanders (six reserve members 
of 2/14 QMI, my husband, son and myself). The service was conducted by 
Ken Dugmore, son of Jean and Herbert, our hosts, and opened with a 
prayer. Pieter Pieterse spoke next on behalf of the Boers, describing 
events leading to the war and its aftermath, including the benefits. I spoke 
next, mainly on a personal note about Great Uncle Victor, and laid a 
wreath at the newly re-erected headstone followed by the QMI soldiers 
who each laid a poppy. Wreaths were also laid at the communal grave 
marked by stones where lay the remains of the seven unknown Boers who 
died that day. 

Taped national anthems were provided by the soldiers who carried flags 
and formed a guard, while the Last Post was played by a local black 
student. Many blacks on both sides were also victims of the war. Then we 
all climbed to the Sunnyside Memorial on top of the nearby kopje [small 
hill] where I helped unveil the plaque. A local historian gave a good 
description of the action that day one hundred years ago, pointing out the 
landmarks to us as he spoke. After this we all were ready for brunch 
under the tarpaulin at the bottom of the hill. Afternoon tea was provided 
at the nearby Fort Richmond, built by the British troops during the Boer 
War. 

The material for this article was supplied by Mrs Fiona Bekkers of 
Queensland 

Continued  …. ... 
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A Well Run Business  
 
 Me:  I was doing an overnight at a hotel away from 
home.  I took my computer down to the bar to do some 
data entries.  I sat down at the bar and I asked the bar-
tender,  ‘What’s the wifi password?’ 

 Bartender:  'You need to buy a drink first.' 

 Me:  'Okay, I’ll have a beer.' 

 Bartender:  'We have Molson’s Canadian on tap.' 

 Me:  'Sure. How much is that?' 

 Bartender:  '$8.00.' 

 Me:  'Here you are.  OK now, what’s the wifi password?' 

 Bartender:  ' "youneedtobuyadrinkfirst";  No spaces and 
all lowercase.'  

A friend has a ticket for the State of Origin Game.  
Unfortunately, it clashes with his wedding.  
Do you know anyone who wants to get married? 
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ARVN Remembrance Day 15 & 17 June 2018 

Good friend of our sub-Branch Anna Phan 
showing the Vietnam Memorial at Cabra-

Vale Park, Cabramatta 

President Ron & Committeeman Ian 
Kennedy with the President of Vietnam 

Veterans Frank Cole, Dutchy Holland and 
the lovely Vietnamese Ladies 

Gary Roser, Anna, Hien Tran, Tho Khuan 
& Ron 

Lee-Ann’s sister Alwyn, Anna,  
Lee-Ann Taylor, Brian Abbott and David Tu 

John Dickson, Gary Roser, Anna, Hien 
Tran and Tho Khuan 

Brian, Anna, David,  
TV cooking star Davy Nguyen and John 

P
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NAVY

The Below Article appeared in the  
Navy, Army and RAAF Newspapers 

www.defence.gov.au/news/navynews,  www.defence.gov.au/news/armynews  
www.defence.gov.au/news/raafnews 

Royal Australian Navy 
Clearance Divers have been 
afforded the opportunity to see 
the USS Arizona from a 
perspective few people in the 
world would get to experience. 

As part of integration activities 
being conducted on the island 
of Oahu, Hawaii, during 
RIMPAC, Australian divers 
visited the wreck of USS 
Arizona with the US National 
Parks Service and Royal 
Canadian Navy. 

USS Arizona is a World War II 
grave site for the 1,000-plus servicemen killed when the ship was bombed 
by the Japanese Navy in December 1941.  The site is recognised as one of 
the most important war graves in modern American history and US 
National Parks applies a significant amount of effort to ensure the site 
remains preserved and protected.  The Clearance Divers were escorted 
around the sunken wreck by National Parks Service divers who are 
familiar with the site. 

Lieutenant Commander Ryan Post, Commanding Officer of the 
Australian Clearance Diving contingent in Hawaii, said diving the USS 
Arizona was a surreal experience. 

“We’ve done the memorial tour from above, so to get down there with 
that knowledge of what it’s actually all about was a real honour,” he said. 

“It’s a once in a lifetime opportunity and something that we’ll never 
forget.” 

Navy Clearance Divers dive iconic memorial  

FLTLT Stephanie Anderson (author), SGT Amanda Campbell 
(photographer), AB Benjamin Johnson (photographer) 

Royal Australian Navy sailor, Able 
Seaman Clearance Diver Benjamin 

Johnson, prepares to dive on the USS 
Arizona Memorial site in Pearl Harbor, 

Hawaii, during RIMPAC 2018. 

http://www.defence.gov.au/news/navynews
http://www.defence.gov.au/news/armynews
http://www.defence.gov.au/news/raafnews
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To preserve the integrity of the wreck and out of respect for the 
servicemen who are entombed inside the hull, divers are forbidden from 
entering the ship. Teams were given specific instructions before entering 
the water. 

Lieutenant Commander Post, who dived the wreck, said the team was 
allowed to shine torches through open portholes in the hull in order to 
inspect for degradation. 

“It was an eerie feeling, knowing that the last people who moved inside 
the ship were probably close to our age more than 75 years ago. 

“Looking through the porthole, I could see ladder bays and bulkheads, 
and I guess just behind that the grave-site of any number of US 
servicemen.” 

The Australian Clearance Diving contingent at RIMPAC is a mix of 
Clearance Divers from both east and west coasts of Australia, posted to 
Navy’s Mine Clearance Diving Squadron and Australian Clearance 
Diving Team Four. 

The RIMPAC diving contingent comprises Explosive Ordnance Disposal 
(EOD), Underwater Salvage and Expeditionary Reconnaissance elements 
in Hawaii, with Expeditionary Reconnaissance and Task Group elements 
embedded with landing forces in southern California. 

“We’re integrating with the Canadians and US Coast Guard salvage units, 
and other units are embedding with EOD nations,” Lieutenant 
Commander Post said. 

“Co-operation is the key for RIMPAC, we’re here to see other nations’ 
tactics and procedures, and look at how we can integrate them into our 
own procedures.” 

Tasmania  

A senior citizen in Tasmania was overheard saying, "When the 
end of the world comes, I hope to be here."  

When asked why, he replied,  

"I'd rather be in Tasmania 'cause everything happens in 
Tasmania 20 years later than in the rest of the world." South 
Australia  



20 

ARMY Retracing the battles 

HAVING piloted its program by examining the French defeat by Viet-
namese forces at Dien Bien Phu, the Australian Army Research Centre, of 
AHQ’s Future Land Warfare Branch, recently concluded a staff ride of 
the 1941-42 Malaya and Singapore campaign.  

The term “staff ride” comes from the practice of Prussian Army staff of-
ficers examining the ground of likely future battlegrounds on horseback.  

The initial purpose was to appreciate the operational and strategic signifi-
cance of particular pieces of terrain to inform contingency planning.  

Since that time, armies have used staff rides to enhance professional mili-
tary education and training.  

Participants on this activity were predominantly 03 level instructors from 
Army’s training establishments. 

Over eight days, the staff ride followed the path of the Imperial Japanese 
25th Army down the Malayan Peninsula and studied its high tempo, ma-
noeuvre warfare style campaign.  

This was a campaign that, with only a few exceptions, such as the suc-
cessful ambushes at Gemencheh and Bakri by elements of the 8th Aus-
tralian Division, completely dislocated the Allied forces.  

Participants gained unique insights into decisive battles of the campaign 
by walking ground that, in many cases, remains mostly unchanged.  

Examples included the use of the dominating high ground by the British 
at the battle of Kampar, the effective use of a reverse slope defence by the 

Maj Ziraiman, of the 

Malaysian Army, and Maj 
Will Viggers, of the Army 

School of Logistic 
Operations, examine the 

headstone of a Malaya 
Volunteer Force soldier 

during a visit to Taiping War 
Cemetery. 
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Australian 2/30 Bn at the Battle of Gemas, and the frequent use of Japa-
nese amphibious lodgments to outflank the allies such as at the battle of 
Maur River.  

Participants viewed many of the actions studied as highly relevant to their 
current instructional roles.  

The staff ride received support from 2/30 Trg Gp based at the Royal Ma-
laysian Air Force base at Butterworth and from 1 Int Bn, which blended 
historical data with modern satellite photography to produce excellent 
maps of force dispositions with tactical graphics.  

Invitations for future AARC staff rides will be issued via the chain of 
command once activities are confirmed. The AARC POC for staff ride 
activities is the SO2 Staff Rides, Maj Lindsay Adams at  

lindsay.adams@defence.gov.au  

ooooo00000ooooo 
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RAAF 

The TFA is a very high-
performance Aircraft 
Rescue and Firefighting 
vehicle, designed to 
provide an immediate 
response to aircraft 
accidents and incidents in 
order to preserve life and 

minimise damage to 
military equipment. 

The TFA fleet consists of 
19 vehicles operating at 

airfields and the RAAF Security and Fire School. 

Manufactured by Austrian firm Rosenbauer Industries, the TFA is a 
Heavy Rigid six-wheel-drive vehicle equipped with all terrain capability. 
It also features a multi-functional, air conditioned cabin designed to 
accommodate a crew of four. 

Output from the two-stage centrifugal pump enables the production of 
extinguishing agents - either water or a water/foam solution to a range of 
70m. Each TFA is designed to carry 8500 litres of water and 1300 litres 
of foam concentrate to produce extinguishing agents via: 

• roof; and/or 

• bumper mounted monitors; and/or 

other outlets including self-protection systems. 

The TFA design also includes fixed hose reels and a number of 64mm 
outlets for use by teams of Aircraft Rescue and Firefighting personnel at 
accident or incident sites. 

The TFA is also equipped with a Complimentary Agent (Dry Chemical 
Powder) system. 

A fully equipped TFA is capable of acceleration from a standing start to 
80 km/h within 35 seconds. 

Rosenbauer Panther Truck Fire Aircraft (TFA)  
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Manufacturer: Rosenbauer Industries 

Role: Aircraft Rescue and Firefighting 

Crew: One driver, three firefighters 

Engine: 

18.1 litre Caterpillar C-18, Euro 3 Six cylinder, 
turbocharged and intercooled diesel. 

Rated power: 526 kW at 2300 RPM. 

Weight: 36 tonnes GVM 

Size: Length 11.75 m, width 3.3 m, height 3.6 m 

Max speed: 105 km/h 

Rosenbauer Panther Truck Fire Aircraft Specifications 

Titan Truck  

The Titan Truck Fire General Purpose is a 4WD used for aircraft rescue 
firefighting and structural rescue firefighting in a deployed environment. 

Each vehicle carries 2800 litres 
of water and 400 litres of fire 
retardant foam, and can operate 
continuously if given sufficient 
supplies and personnel. They 
are capable of stationary fire-
fighting or “pump and roll” 
operation using a roof-mounted 
turret. 

Manufactured by US firm E-
One, the Titan carries a crew of 
four in an air-conditioned cab, with breathing apparatus built into the 
seating. UHF and VHF radio are fitted, as are visual and audio warning 
systems. 

Defence intends to replace the Titan under project Land 998 (Aviation 
Fire Trucks Replacement). 

Fire vehicles at Airports are very close to President Ron’s heart.  His father was a 
fireman at Kingsford Smith Airport (now Sydney Airport) for many years………………..  
Ed 
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LAST POST 
 

Gwen Banner 
 Born 8th August, 1930 

Died 7th July, 2018 
 

A Member of the Women’s Auxiliary from 1966 to 2018 

Life Member and former President for 30 years 

Rest  In Peace 

STOP PRESS 

 
 


