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EDITORIAL** Gary Roser, Editor

If “The Price of Liberty is Eternal
Vigilance”

I only have this to say:

It Takes A Special
Kind Of Lunatic To
Think That

Importing Welfare
Recipients Who
Want To Kill Us Is A
Good ldea.

How many agree with me?

CANNNNNANNNNNNANNNANNNA

Sub-Branch Meetings

Committee Sub-Branch
Mondays 5.00pm | Sundays 10:30am
h 25" February
19" February AGM-—10am
19" March 25" March
16™ April No Gen Meeting
29th April
ANZAC LUNCHEON
12:00 for 12:30
21 May 27™ May
18" June 24" June

**The editorial is entirely my own opinion and does not reflect the Sub-Branch Executive.




PRESIDENT’S REPORT

Here we are in a new year so “HAPPY NEW YEAR” to
all. Itrust all went well for you over the Christmas and
New Year break. It’s back to work.

I have attended a couple of functions including Pearl
Harbour Day on December 7™ at Bankstown Memorial.
The ceremony is getting shorter and I am not sure how
long they will keep going.

I was also invited to the Moorebank Australian Air League Squadron’s
Presentation Day where I assisted with presenting some awards. You
may remember they attended our Remembrance Day and formed a Guard
of Honour.

During December, we attended the School’s Presentation Day and were
made most welcome.

Our AGM is coming up in February, when we will have the election of 1
Committee person. Nomination will be at the meeting. The Club will be
open for sub-Branch Members at 9:30 for registration.

Ron Duckworth
President

What if my dog only brings back the ball because he thinks I like throwing it?

If poison expires, is it more poisonous or is it no longer poisonous?

Which letter is silent in the word "Scent," the S or the C?

Do twins ever realise that one of them is unplanned?

Why is the letter W, in English, called double U? Shouldn't it be called double V?
Maybe oxygen is slowly killing you and it just takes 75-100 years to fully work.
Every time you clean something, you just make something else dirty.

The word "swims" upside-down is still "swims".

100 years ago everyone owned a horse and only the rich had cars. Today everyone
has cars and only the rich own horses.

Your future self is watching you right now through memories.

The doctors that told Stephen Hawking he had two years to live in 1953 are all
probably dead.

*  If you replace "W" with "T" in "What, Where and When", you get the answer to
each of them.

Many animals probably need glasses, but nobody knows it.
If you rip a hole in a net, there are actually fewer holes in it than there were before.

If 2/2/22 falls on a Tuesday, we'll just call it "2's Day". (It will actually fall on a
Tuesday)

¥ X X X X X ¥ ¥ ¥
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BEHIND EVERY ANGRY
WOMAN, STANDS A
MAN WHO HAS

ABSOLUTELY
NO IDEA WHAT
HE DID WRONG!

REMEMBER, WOMEN ALWAYS
HAVE THE LAST WORD IN AN
ARGUMENT.

ANYTHING A MAN ADDS AFTER
THAT IS THE BEGINNING OF A
NEW ARGUMENT.

Been there-

done that. Then,
been there
several more
fimes, because
apparentl
never learn.

Every time you ta!k to
your wife, your mind
should remember
that... ‘This
conversation

will be recorded for
training and quality

purposes’



SECRETARY’S REPORT

Spent a few weeks at Bonny Hills around the Port
Macquarie region.

Even got to ride a camel on the beach.
Lee-Ann Taylor

' “and- Ru‘};ﬁing o

Your Welfare Officers:

Laurie Scutts ............ 02 9786 0516 | 0417 062 450
Ron Duckworth ........ 02 9644 1635 | 0408 245 255
Ross Graham ............ 029771 1813 | 0490 069 331
Kevin Mahony ......... 02 9644 8794 | 0425279 111

Alan (Gadget) Parkin 02 9785 8676 | 0404 567 520
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Don't stress about your
eyesight faling as
you gel older. Ws

J’EA%* nafures way of

> protecting you
=S, from shock as

WPBY"  you walk past

much better
then!”

I went to the doctor and he
gave me 2 months to live.

I Can't Wait to Retire
So | shot him. so I can get up at 6
o'clock in the morning
and go drive around
judge gave me30years. really slow and make
everybody late for
work

B v s Kon,
AND M FORGRTFUL.

I am starting
to think

N [ will never
¥ be old enough
to know better.




AND NOW., IF ]
( YOU WOULD LIKE 7O
\ REPEAT YOUR

| always knew ['d
get old. How fast it
happened was a bit
of a surprise, though.

0K WE GOT RID OF THE HOT COALS SLNRLSPOKE MEAND SAY

VEARS AGO AND SWITCHED THEM J8 - “YOURENEXT:
OVER TO LEGO PIECES~ s S

S0, 1 STARTED DOING
THE SAME THING TO
THEM AT FUNERALS.

REMEMBER WHEN YOU COULD REFER
TO YOUR KNEES AS RIGHT AND LEFT?

live for 8 years.

WOgs run and

_hg they live for
—= 15 years.

{ Turtles do

othing and live
for 150 years. INSTEAD OF GOOD AND BAD.

Lesson learned. AH GOOD TIMES, EH!




The AMA has weighed in on Scott Morrison's
proposed changes to Australia’'s health services.

The Allergists voted to scratch them, but the
Dermatologists advised not to make any rash moves.

The Gastroenterologists had a sort of a gut feeling
about it, but the Neurologists thought he had a lot of
herve.

The Obstetricians felt he was labouring under a
misconception.

Ophthalmologists considered the ideas short-sighted.

Pathologists yelled, "Over my dead body!" while the
Paediatricians said, "Oh, Grow up!"

The Pchhia‘rr'isTs thought the ideas were madness,
while the Radiologists could see right through them.

The Surgeons were fed up with the cuts and decided
to wash their hands of the whole thing.

The ENT specialists thought it stunk, didn't swallow
it, and just wouldn't hear of it.

The Pharmacists thought it was a bitter pill to
swallow, and the Plastic Surgeons said, "This puts a
whole new face on the matter...."

The Podiatrists thought it was a step forward, but
the Urologists were pissed off at the whole idea.

The Anaesthetists thought the ideas were a gas, but
the Cardiologists didn't have the heart to say no.

In the end, the Proctologists won out, leaving the
entire decision up to the bums in parliament!



New Order of Australia Medal

struck for some Australian Politicians

Driving Test Answers

The following are a sampling of REAL answers received on exams given by the
California Department of Transportation's driving school (read Saturday Traffic School
for moving violation offenders.)

Q: Do you yield when a blind pedestrian is crossing the road?
A: What for? He can't see my license plate.

Q: Who has the right of way when four cars approach a four-way stop at the same time?
A: The pick up truck with the gun rack and the bumper sticker saying "Guns don't kill
people. I do."

Q: What are the important safety tips to remember when backing your car?

A: Always wear a condom.

Q: When driving through fog, what should you use?

A: Your car.

Q: What problems would you face if you were arrested for drunk driving?

A: I'd probably lose my buzz a lot faster.

Q: What changes would occur in your lifestyle if you could no longer drive lawfully?
A: I would be forced to drive unlawfully.

Q: What are some points to remember when passing or being passed?

A: Make eye contact and wave "hello" if he/she is cute.

Q: What is the difference between a flashing red traffic light and a flashing yellow traffic
light?

A: The colour.

Q: How do you deal with heavy traffic?

A: Heavy psychedelics.

Q: What can you do to help ease a heavy traffic problem?

A: Carry loaded weapons.



The AK-47 — Top Facts — The Most Iconic and Widely
used Assault Rifle in the World

https.//www.warhistoryonline.com/quns/14-facts-ak.html

The AK-47 is the most iconic and widely used assault rifle in the
world. Here are some facts about this hugely influential weapon.

A US Marine takes aim with an AK-47

Inspired by the StG44

#ﬁcﬂb

The AK-47 was inspired by one of the most important German weapons
of WWII, the StG44.

The StG44 was the predecessor of modern assault rifles. It was the first
widely used infantry weapon that could alternate between automatic fire
and single shots. It gave soldiers the capacity to switch between
devastating bursts of quick, close-range fire and more accurate long-
distance shooting. Soviet forces came up against the StG44 late in the
fighting on the Eastern Front. After being on the receiving end of its
deadly effect, they wanted an equivalent of their own.

Entering Service

The AK-47 first appeared in 1946 and became standard issue for Soviet
troops in 1949.
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Cheap to Produce

Like the StG44 before it, the AK-47 used stamped sheet metal rather than
castings to reduce production costs. Using it for components including
the receiver made it cheap to produce. The cost was a vital factor for the
Soviets, whose approach to war focused on quantity rather than quality.
It also made it popular around the world, as relatively poor fighting forces
could afford the weapon.

A Rugged Weapon

Soviet doctrine emphasized rugged and durable equipment to withstand
the hard knocks of military life. It was reflected in the AK-47, which is
sturdy and straightforward, making it easy to maintain — another reason
for its global popularity.

A Reliable System

The AK-47’s reloading uses a long-stroke gas system, making it reliable
in tough conditions. The downside of that is disruption to aiming and
needing larger components than some other systems.

Ammunition

The original AK-47 fired a 7.62 mm x 39 mm rimless cartridge. The
bullet was introduced by the Soviets during WWII in response to the very
effective bullets being used by other countries; particularly the German
7.92 mm short round.

The 7.62 mm cartridge remained the standard Soviet military cartridge
until the 1970s. It is still widely used and new guns are developed to use
it.

Magazine
The AK-47 comes equipped with a 30-round curved box magazine as
standard. Users have found various ways to get more bullets into the gun

quickly, from adapting magazines to taping them together for quicker
reloading.

Barrel

The barrel of the AK-47 is chrome-lined with four rifling grooves. The
muzzle is threaded, allowing devices such as muzzle breaks to be
attached, adding to the weapon’s adaptability.

...... Continued

11



Continued ........ Fire Selector

The fire selector switch is an
excellent example of a small
detail that makes a weapon much
_more efficient.

A large lever on the right side of
the gun, the switch has three
settings — safe, semi-automatic,
and fully automatic. Rather than
put them in order of fire-power,
safe is at the top and semi-
automatic at the bottom. That
way, when soldiers are under
pressure in combat, a quick, hard
flick down on the switch will not

L4 g TN set the gun to the ammunition-
y g / ‘ hungry automatic setting.
e 2

Millions of Guns

A U.S. Army M.P inspects a Chinese

AK-47 recovered in Vietnam, 1968. The AK-47 and other guns
derived from it proved so
popular that millions were produced and sold around the world. By the
end of the 20" century, an estimated 50 million such weapons had been
manufactured. At the time of writing, the number has reached somewhere
around 100 million, three-quarters of which are AK-47s.

Small and Light

One of the AK-47’s main advantages was that it was relatively small and
light for a weapon of its power. It was only 34.2 inches long and weighed
11.3 1b. Although lighter automatic weapons have since been produced, it
was on the forward edge of the technology in the 1940s and remains
highly portable.

Rate of Fire

With a mechanism firing at around 600 rounds per minute, the AK-47 is
clearly capable of putting far more bullets into the air than it can carry. It
is a rate of fire that could match the heavy machine-guns of WWI in a
weapon a fraction of their weight. It allows the user to fire short, deadly
bursts while on the move, a vital part of the skirmishing warfare that
emerged from WWIL.

12



Derivatives

Many other weapons have been made by adapting the AK-47. Russian
derivatives include the AKM and the AK-74.

The AKM, introduced in 1959, used many of the same parts. It was
further refined to use more stamped steel and a simpler locking system. It

made it even easier to manufacture. It also reduced the weight by over a
fifth, to 8.8 Ib.

The AK-74, introduced in the 1970s, was part of an international move
toward smaller rounds. They enabled assault weapons to carry more
ammunition for automatic fire, with the growing power of the weapons
making up for the reduced impact of smaller bullets. The AK-74 used a
5.45 mm x 39 mm round which tumbled on hitting flesh, making for nasty
wounds. It still had a 30-round chamber, which was shorter. Its rate of fire
and muzzle velocity were both greater than the AK-47.

Sources:

Christopher Chant (1986), The New Encyclopedia of Handguns
Richard Holmes, ed. (2001), The Oxford Companion to Military History

Mikhail Timofeyevich Kalashnikov

The AK-47 was created by Mikhail
Timofeyevich  Kalashnikov, a  weapons
designer in his twenties. As a young recruit to
the Red Army, Kalashnikov had irritated his
company commander with his endless
questions about military equipment. He was
sent off to an armorers’ course. Then having
- ™ been severely wounded in battle in 1941, he
spent his recovery time designing weapons. It
led to him working with the team developing a
new sub-machinegun, including the then better
-known designers Georgiy Shpagin and
Georgiy Degtyarev.

Kalashnikov was an energetic and original
thinker. He adapted what he had learned as an armorer and worked with
the other designers to create a series of the greatest small-arms in the
world, including the AK-47 which is commonly known as the
Kalashnikov.
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The English Language

Let's face it - English is a crazy language. There is no egg in eggplant,
nor ham in hamburger; neither apple nor pine in pineapple. English
muffins weren’t invented in England or French fries in France.
Sweetmeats are candies while sweetbreads, which aren’t sweet, are meat.
We take English for granted. But if we explore its paradoxes, we find
that quicksand can work slowly, boxing rings are square and a guinea pig
is neither from Guinea nor is it a pig.

And why is it that writers write but fingers don't fing, grocers don’t groce
and hammers don’t ham? If the plural of tooth is teeth, why isn’t the
plural of booth, beeth? One goose, 2 geese. So one moose, 2 meese?
One index, 2 indices? Doesn’t it seem crazy that you can make amends
but not one amend? If you have a bunch of odds and ends and get rid of
all but one of them, what do you call it?

If teachers taught, why didn’t preachers praught? If a vegetarian eats
vegetables, what does a humanitarian eat? Sometimes I think all the
English speakers should be committed to an asylum for the verbally
insane. In what language do people recite at a play and play at a recital?
Ship by truck and send cargo by ship? Have noses that run and feet that
smell?

How can a slim chance and a fat chance be the same, while a wise man
and a wise guy are opposites? You have to marvel at the unique lunacy of
a language in which your house can burn up as it burns down, in which
you fill in a form by filling it out and in which, an alarm goes off by
going on.

English was invented by people, not computers, and it reflects the
creativity of the human race, which, of course, is not a race at all That is
why, when the stars are out, they are visible, but when the lights are out,
they are invisible.

PS. - Why doesn't 'Buick' rhyme with 'quick’

“It is curious that physical courage
should be so common in the world
and moral courage so rare.”

Mark Twain
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A TOAST TO THE REGIMENT
George Mansford ©November 2010

How fortunate my life has been
In such noble company ever seen

Old comrades with whom I dine tonight
Reflecting those yesterdays by flickering candle light

When once young lions mastered their domain
Suffering, enduring, time and time again

Brothers in arms, young and old, all of them
Together again in a noisy but happy den

Recalling deeds from trickling time of sands passed by
No matter what, our Regiment’s motto always the cry

Fond images of our fallen so very clear
Still smiling, laughing, determined, showing no fear

Remember how they too wore the badge with pride
As we faced the unknown, all together, side by side

If only I could find words to explain
With such brothers, I would do it again and again

Rise now and join me before life is spent
Salute today’s column which goes where we once went

Let’s raise full glasses and drink to our beloved Regiment

“Everything is changing.
People are taking their comedians seriously
and the politicians as a joke.”

Will Rogers
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NORTH KOREA TO SEND MAN TO THE SUN BY 2028!

Kim Jong-un announced that North Korea would be sending a man to the
sun within ten years!

Reporter - "But the sun is very hot. How can your man land on it?"
There was a stunned silence. Nobody knew how to react.

Then Kim Jong-un quietly answered "We will land at night".

The entire audience broke out in thunderous applause !

Donald Trump heard what Kim had said and sneered - "What an idiot.
There is no sun at night time!"

And his people responded with thunderous applause!

THE TINY CABIN

A social worker from a big city in Victoria recently transferred to
Tasmania and was on the first tour of her new territory when she
came upon the tiniest cabin she had ever seen in her life. In-
trigued, she went up and knocked on the door.

"Anybody home?" she asked.

"Yep," came a kid's voice through the door.

"Is your father there?" asked the social worker.

"Pa? Nope, he left before Ma came in," said the kid.
"Well, is your mother there?" persisted the social worker.
"Ma? Nope, she left just before I got here," said the kid.

"But," protested the social worker, (thinking that surely she will
need to intervene in this situation) "are you never together as a
family?"

"Sure, but not here," s aid the kid through the door. "This is the
dunny!"

Government workers are so very smart. Aren't you overjoyed

that they'll soon be handling all our financial, educational and
medical dilemmas?
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Scotsman’s Chilli
A hungry bloke walks into a seedy cafe in Glasgow. He sits in the corner and
notices a Jock with his arms folded, staring blankly at a bowl of chilli.

After ten minutes of just sitting there staring at it, the hungry bloke bravely asks.
"If you aren't going to eat that, mind if [ do?"

The old Jock slowly turns his head toward the young bloke and says. "Nah, ye
can gae ahead."

Eagerly, the young bloke reaches over and slides the bowl over to his place and
starts spooning it in with delight.

He gets nearly down to the bottom and notices a dead mouse in the chilli.
The sight was shocking and he immediately pukes up the chilli back into the
bowl.

The old Jock says. "Aye, that's as far as I got t0o."

May the wind whistle quietly up ya kilt.

SON, WHAT YOU'RE ABOUT TO
WHY DOES TOILET PAPER o, WHAT SoURE ABOUT
NEED A COMMERCIAL?

TEACHING MOMENT...

The Thrifty Scot

A Scottish woman goes to the local newspaper office to place an Obitu-
ary for her recently deceased husband for publishing.

The Editor informs her that there is a charge of £1 per word.

She pauses, reflects, and then she says, "Well then, let it read: "Fred
Brown died."

Amused at the Woman's thrift, the Editor tells her that there is a seven-
word minimum for all Obituaries.

She thinks it over and in a few seconds says, In that case, let it read:
Fred Brown Died ... golf clubs For Sale
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NAVY Loss, bravery remembered

http://www.defence.gov.au/news/navynews/

ABATA Theo Honing-Wassenburg, left, and ABBM Jarrod Macumber,
of Australia’s Federation Guard, prepare to rest on arms during the
HMAS Armidale I 75th anniversary commemorative service in
Central Park, Armidale. Photo: LSIS Kayla Hayes

ON the 75th anniversary of the final action of HMAS Armidale I, Navy
paused to mark the loss of 100 servicemen.

During evacuation operations in WWII, the Bathurst-class corvette was
sunk in action by Japanese aircraft in the Timor Sea on December 1,
1942, with the loss of Australian and Dutch lives.

In an extraordinary feat of survival, and despite continuing attacks
from the Japanese bombers, 49 men survived for up to eight days at sea
before being rescued.

Representing CN at the commemorative service in Armidale, NSW,
CAPT Ainsley Morthorpe said the loss was an important episode in
Australia’s wartime history.

“The story of Armidale is one of bravery, sacrifice, and endurance,”
CAPT Morthorpe said.

“These are qualities which have very much shaped the Navy’s values
and the Australian identity today.”

XO of the current Armidale, a patrol boat, LEUT Eleanor Snelling, said
the fate of Armidale I was an important reminder of the sacrifices made
by service men and women in defence of Australia.
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It’s very important to me and my ship’s company that we remember
and honour the legacy of our forebears,” LEUT Snelling said.

“We aspire to the actions of those who came before us every day on
operations around Australia.

“Although we may never live up to their valour, we carry the name
with a great deal of pride.”
For information about HMAS Armidale I, visit:

www.navy.gov.au/hmas-armidale-i Imagery of the commemorative
service in Armidale is available at images.defence.gov.

000000000000000
Patrol boats intercept illegal fishers

SOLOMON Islands Pacific Patrol Boats RSIPV Auki and RSIPV Lata
were involved in the arrest of three Vietnamese ‘blue boats’ (VBBs) in
late March.

, The ADF secondee to the Forum
RSIPV Lata with one of . . .
the buo bost'detained <~ Fisheries Agency, Surveillance
» Operations Officer (SOO) CMDR
e Jeff Williams, said four VBBs were
sighted north-east of Solomon
= Islands on March 22, and on March
25, Auki intercepted them within
Indispensable Reef.

“Auki arrived on the scene in the
late afternoon and located the boats, but when the crews were
uncooperative, requested support from Lata, which sailed from Honiara
at 10pm on March 25,” CMDR Williams said.

“In the early hours of March 26, Auki apprehended two VBBs and a
third one later that afternoon.”

On April 19, 40 sailors and three masters appeared before the Chief
Magistrate, charged under the Immigration Act.

When their fines were paid on May 22, the 40 sailors were free to leave
Solomon Islands, and were repatriated to Vietnam on May 29.

The masters of the three apprehended VBBs were fined US$1.4 million
each in the High Court in Honiara on July 14. When the fines were not
paid by August 14, they began a four-year jail term.

CMDR Williams said the successful operation demonstrated the Royal
Solomon Islands Police Force - Maritime Unit’s capacity to combat
illegal fishing in their waters.

19



ARMY http://'www.defence.gov.au/news/armynews/

Soldiers right on CUE
By Daryl Johnson

. RESEARCHERS and the ADF had the
- run of abandoned buildings on the
edge of Adelaide's Central Business
District in  an  unprecedented
international defence science and
technology trial. More than 100 Army
and Air Force personnel and 80
researchers from Australia, Canada,
« NZ, the UK and the US took part in the
trlal in Adelaide as part of the
Contested Urban Environment Strategic Challenge (CUE Adelaide 17).

The trial was held over two weeks in vacated buildings at the old Royal
Adelaide Hospital and was hosted by the Defence Science and
Technology Group (DSTG) on behalf of The Technical Cooperation
Program (TTCP).

Simulation exercises were also conducted as part of CUE in the Battle
Simulation Centre at RAAF Base Edinburgh. With the help of ADF
members from Army's 7RAR, 10/27RSAR, 1 Armd Regt, and 16ALR
and RAAF's 87 Sqn, Defence researchers tested various intelligence,
surveillance, and reconnaissance (ISR) technologies. OIC C Coy Maj
Luke Hagerty said the use of the hospital was an incredible opportunity.

"It has given our soldiers the ability to be exposed to new and emerging
technologies that we usually don't get the opportunity to see or use," he
said. "It's also given us a unique opportunity to operate in the city and
use a multistorey building for training and other activities."

The technologies were developed by the US, Canada and Australia and
designed to help military personnel rapidly detect threats using real time
information from multiple sensors. NZ and the UK provided analysis
support. TTCP CUE Australian lead, Lin Zhang, said the combined
technologies trialled can deliver sensor feeds that support the
identification and tracking of vehicles and people of interest. "A
combination of air and ground based sensors were used that included an
aircraft with camera systems that supported viewing of large sections of
Adelaide CBD and enabled military users to zoom in on vehicles and
individuals of interest," he said. "Perimeter surveillance systems were
placed on the ground and rooftops."
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A wing of the old dental hospital was turned into an operations centre
while the neighbouring residential building was used for mock operations.
In one scenario soldiers advanced on the accommodation building,
identified as a data centre, to rescue hostages held by an enemy force.

Researchers in the operations centre closely monitored the exercise and
collected data from ground and airborne sensors. Dr Zhang said he was
excited about the opportunities the activity brought. "It was unique in
that we had scientists from five nations working shoulder-to-shoulder and
alongside the military in the field," he said. "It was unprecedented in that
we had access to two multi-storey buildings on the edge of the Adelaide
CBD that offered all the realism that goes with a military operation in an
urban environment, right down to pedestrian and vehicle traffic."
Scientist-in-charge, Justin Fidock, described CUE Adelaide as a genuine
collaborative effort and a major success. "CUE gave researchers an
opportunity to get up close with warfighters and to interact with them
about the technologies they are developing."

000000000000000
NAVY, ARMY & RAAF RESERVISTS PROTECTION

RESERVISTS now have an unprecedented level of protection while
absent from their civilian workplace to complete their military duty.

This follows changes to the Defence Reserve (Protection) Act 2001 that
took effect on November 27.

Head Reserve and Youth Division RADM Bruce Kafer said one of the
biggest and most pleasing changes was the protected classification of
all reserve service.

“These provisions will enable reserve members to undertake their ADF
reserve service more freely and with greater protections,” RADM Kafer
said.

“It will also allow greater certainty in workforce planning of military
activities, as reservists will be able to commit to ADF service knowing
they have the full weight of the law behind them to protect them when
they are absent from their workplace or education institution.”

Education providers will be required to make reasonable adjustments to
accommodate the absence of reserve members on Defence service.
“Reservists are integral to the ADF’s workforce capability, and these
changes will enhance the support provided by the reserve component of
our workforce,” RADM Kafer said.

Further information on the changes to the Defence Reserve (Protection) Act 2001 can
be found at defencereservessupport.gov.au
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RAAF http://www.defence.gov.au/news/raafnews/

First RAAF Member to win VC Commemorated
By FLTLT Tritia Evans

The great niece of FSGT Ron
Middleton, Suzanne Pierpoint, and
ACAUST AVM Steven Roberton at the
new commemorative plinth marking the
75" anniversary of the VC recipient’s
death.

Photo: CPL Dan Pinhorn

Inset: FSGT Middleton.

Photo: AWM

S THE first member of Air Force to receive

| a Victoria Cross has been honoured at a

memorial unveiling, commemoration and

_ dedication ceremony at RAAF Base

- Wagga, 75 years after his heroic death
during WWIL

Born and raised in rural NSW, FSGT Rawdon Hume Middleton VC —
known as Ron — was flying his 29th sortie with No. 149 Squadron RAF
Bomber Command when his Stirling bomber was struck by a hail of
antiaircraft fire.

s e
<. 14

FSGT Middleton and his crew (he was the only Australian) were
conducting a raid on Turin, Italy, on the night of November 28, 1942.

The bomber was raked with exploding shells and shrapnel, damaging it
and severely injuring FSGT Middleton.

Bleeding and missing an eye, he could have ordered the crew to bail out
over enemy territory in Europe but, instead, piloted the aircraft for four
long and painful hours, to get his crew back home to safety.

With his plane hit repeatedly by more anti-aircraft fire and almost out of
fuel, FSGT Middleton finally made landfall over England. He instructed
his crew to bail out so he could attempt to make a safe landing in the dark.

Four of the crew parachuted to safety before the crippled bomber ditched
into the English Channel, claiming the lives of FSGT Middleton, aged 26,
and two others. They were SGT John William Mackie (Front Gunner) and
SGT James Ernest Jeffrey (Flight Engineer).
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In recognition of his determination to perform this mission, for the self-
sacrifice in getting his crew home and in appreciation of his decision to
ditch into the water rather than crash into a heavily populated area, FSGT
Middleton was posthumously awarded the VC.

At the ceremony at RAAF Base Wagga on November 29, ACAUST
AVM Steven Roberton said training schools at the base sought to instil in
new members the same skills, qualities and values that FSGT Middleton
showed 75 years ago.

“This memorial is more than a commemoration to a fallen hero,” he said.

“It is a reminder to all who pass through the gates of every RAAF base
what it means to wear the Air Force uniform and to call yourself an
Australian airman.”

AVM Roberton, whose grandfather flew 66-and-a-half missions with
Bomber Command before being shot down over Belgium (and surviving),
said his family had a close understanding of the bravery and valour
underpinning FSGT Middleton’s VC.

Suzanne Pierpoint, from Griffith, NSW, wondered at the bravery of FSGT
Middleton, her great uncle, after whom she named her eldest son.

“My great uncle Rawdon showed such strong will carrying out a mission
like this and getting most of his crew back to safety,” she said.

“Four hours of flying with his face half blown away, and in pain.
That is such an amazing and brave thing to do.”

FSGT Middleton was appointed to a commission with the rank of
PLTOFF on November 14, 1942, but was unaware of this at the time of
his death.
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Harvey Galvin
= Born 2 Feb 1936—Died 25 Nov 2017

Private No 2747980
17/18 Infantry Battalion
National Service Australian Army
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