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EDITORIAL**  Gary Roser, Editor 

RSLNSW aren’t the only ones 
having trouble.  RSLQLD and 
DVA are copping flak from our 
Veterans of Timor Leste and the 

Solomon Islands. 

The stand off is regarding the 
experimental anti-malarial drugs 
tafenoquine and mefloquine which have 
caused veterans psychosis, Bipolar and 
chronic depression. 

The Dept. of Defence denies the drug 
have caused any illness and of course the 
DVA have agreed with them; so Veterans 
cannot claim any compensation.   

But the problem does exist and RSLQLD are in the firing line by sufferers for 
supporting DVA on this issue despite the many who are experiencing illness.      
Remember Agent Orange?  They denied that also. 

Shouldn’t the RSL be pursuing the truth on behalf of Veterans whether Members 
of the League or not?  What’s your opinion? “The price of liberty is eternal 
vigilance” 
**The editorial is entirely my own opinion and does not reflect the Sub-Branch Executive. 
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PRESIDENT’S REPORT 

It’s good that we are in a quiet period as it gives us all a 
chance to recuperate.  Speaking of which I had a very 
relaxing trip up north at the end of August.   

In no particular order: 

Gary and I took the Women’s Auxiliary on their 
monthly bus trips.  In August we ended up at St George Motor Boat Club 
and September we went to Davistown RSL Club.  

I attended the FSMDC Life Members Luncheon for the 1st time.  An 
excellent lunch put on by Kingsgrove sub-Branch.  There was only about 
45 people attending and that included wives. 

With Ian Muirhead, I attended the Padstow Members Winter Luncheon.  
Also, a great meal and entertainment.  See the sub-Branch Facebook to 
see a brief view of the entertainment. 

20th August, Ian Kennedy Trevor and I attend the Vietnam Veterans Day 
and Long Tan Day Commemorative Service at Cabra-Vale Park and that 
evening a number of us went to the Crystal Palace for the Dinner. 

We have received a survey form to be filled out regarding fund-raising 
and Welfare activities by us and our ancillaries.  This has been filled out 
and sent back. 

Remember that our meetings are held on the 4th Sunday of most months 
(Check the meetings dates).  We would like to see you there.  It is your 
sub-Branch, come along and have your say in its running. 

See you all at the meeting 

Ron Duckworth 

I know I mention that I go away, well this is what I use. 
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"THIS QUIZ IS FOR MY VERY BRIGHT FRIENDS!" 
There are only nine questions. 

 This is a quiz for people who know everything! 
I found out in a hurry that I didn't. These are not trick questions. They are 

straight questions with straight answers. 
 
1. Name the one sport in which neither the spectators nor 
the participants know the score or the leader until the contest ends. 
 
2. What famous North American landmark is constantly moving back-
ward? 
  
3. Of all vegetables, only two can live to produce on their own for sever-
al  growing seasons. All other vegetables must be replanted every 
year.  What are the only two perennial vegetables? 
 
4. What fruit has its seeds on the outside? 
 
5. In many liquor stores, you can buy pear brandy, with  a real pear in-
side the bottle. The pear is whole and ripe, and the  bottle is genuine; 
it hasn't been cut in any way. How did the pear get inside the  bottle? 
 
6. Only three words in standard English begin with  the letters ' dw' 
and they are all common words. Name two of them. 
 
7. There are 14 punctuation marks in English grammar.  Can you name 
at least half of them? 
 
8. Name the only vegetable or fruit that is never sold  frozen, 
canned,  processed, cooked, or in any other form except fresh. 
 
9. Name 6 or more things that you can wear on your feet beginning 
with the letter 'S.' 

Answers:  Page  23 



5 

Your Welfare Officers: 

Laurie Scutts  ............  02 9786 0516  |  0417 062 450 
Ron Duckworth  ........  02 9644 1635  |  0408 245 255 
Ross Graham ............  02 9771 1813  |  0490 069 331 
Kevin Mahony  .........  02 9644 8794  |  0425 279 111 
Alan (Gadget) Parkin  02 9785 8676  |  0404 567 520 

SECRETARY’S REPORT 

 
Hi all, 
 

I had the privilege of attending a few Long Tan Day 
Ceremonies.  They were all well done and very 
thought provoking. I listened to the story of a Colonel 
Po who described how he fled Vietnam with his 
family and against the odds,  made it to Malaysia. A 
lot of people did not as when they encountered the pirates, a lot of them 
were tragically killed. He was then given immigration to come here to 
Australia. After his family was settled, he decided to go back to Vietnam 
and carry on the fight.  He organised his men and carried on 
fighting.  Unfortunately, he was captured and spent the next 18 years in 
prison. He finally managed to escape and came back here.  During his 
recounting of his life, he thanked the Australian soldiers for all their help 
and called them heroes.  I disagree,  not taking anything away from the 
brave Australians who fought, but I truly think that HE and ALL 
Vietnamese who fought so bravely for their country and did everything 
they could, THEY are the true heroes! They have been through more than 
we will ever know! Yet, they come here and praise our soldiers selflessly 
and pay homage to them for their assistance. Personally, I would like to 
pay homage to the Vietnamese soldiers.  They are braver beyond 
belief.  They have given up everything to come here and start again.  That 
takes true courage and fortitude.  I salute them all.   
 
 

Lee-Ann Taylor 
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You Know When Your Over the Hill When…… 

YES, I'M A SENIOR CITIZEN! 

 
I'm the life of the party...... even if it lasts until 8 p.m. 
 
I'm very good at opening childproof caps.... with a hammer. 
 
I'm usually interested in going home before I get to where I am 
going. 
 
I'm awake many hours before my body allows me to get up. 
 
I'm smiling all the time because I can't hear a thing you're 
saying. 
 
I'm very good at telling stories; over and over and over and 
over...  
 
I'm so cared for -- long term care, eye care, private care, dental 
care. 
I'm not really grouchy,  I just don't like traffic, waiting in long 
lines, crowds, lawyers, unruly kids, barking dogs, politicians 
and a few other things I can't seem to remember right now. 
 
I'm sure everything I can't find is in a safe secure place, 
somewhere. 
 
I'm wrinkled, saggy, lumpy, and that's just my left leg. 
 
I'm having trouble remembering simple words like......  
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I'm beginning to realise that aging is not for wimps. 
 
I'm sure they are making adults much younger these days, 
and when did they let kids become policemen? 
 
I'm wondering, if you're only as old as you feel, how could I be 
alive at 150? 
 
I'm a walking storeroom of facts..... I've just lost the key to the 
storeroom door. 

 

 

 

 

 

OLDIE THOUGHTS  

1. My goal for 2017 was to lose just 5 kilos.  Only 8 to go now.  

2. Ate salad for dinner.  Mostly croutons & tomatoes.  Really just one big round 
crouton covered with tomato sauce.  And cheese. FINE, it was a pizza. I ate a 
pizza.  

3. How to prepare Tofu:   a.) Throw it in the trash    b.) Grill some meat  

4. I just did a week's worth of cardio after walking into a spider web.  

5. I don't mean to brag, but I finished my 14-day diet food in 3 hours and 20 
minutes.  

6. A recent study has found women who carry a little extra weight live longer than 
men who mention it.  

7. Kids today don't know how easy they have it.  When I was young, I had to walk 
9 feet through shag carpet to change the TV channel.  

8. Senility has been a smooth transition for me.  

9. Remember back when we were kids and every time it was below zero out they 
closed school?  Me neither.  

10. I may not be that funny or athletic or good looking or smart or talented........ I 
forgot where I was going with this.  

11. I love being over 70.  I learn something new every day and forget 5 others.  

12. A thief broke into my house last night.  He started searching for money so I 
woke up and searched with him.  

13. I think I'll just put an "Out of Order" sticker on my forehead and call it a day.  

14. Just remember, once you're over the hill you begin to pick up speed. 
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XMAS IN JULY 2017 

Waterview Restaurant, Berowra Waters 
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Roland Storm 
Entertainer 
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After 70 years of exhibition in Queensland the First World War German 
tank Mephisto has arrived at the Australian War Memorial in Canber-
ra. To commemorate the centenary of the First World War, the Memorial 
has collaborated with the Queensland Museum to display Mephisto out-
side Brisbane for the first time since it was transported from Europe after 
the end of the First World War.  

Tanks were one of the First World War’s major technological innova-
tions. They were first developed by the British, and were later taken up by 
France. The Germans began developing their own tanks after the British 
first deployed theirs during the battle of the Somme in 1916. 

Of Germany’s A7V Sturmpanzerwagen, only 20 were ever built for use in 
war. They saw limited service on the Western Front in 1918, and today 
only one survives – number 506, “Mephisto”. 

These newly invented war machines were hot, noisy, and cramped. The 
German models held much larger crews than the British, with anywhere 
between 18 and 26 men on board. The driver and commander sat above 
the tank’s engine, wearing asbestos-impregnated suits to protect them-
selves from the while others preferred to sit atop the tank when not in ac-
tion to escape the fumes and discomfort of the interior. Despite the tank’s 
protective armour, each hit sent tiny particles of hot metal flying off the 
inside walls and onto the men’s faces. In battle the machines lurched 
through shell holes and trenches, and the men inside were thrown around 
mercilessly. Visibility was difficult through the small vision slits in the 
sides and front, and the tanks stopped regularly for the officer in charge to 
reorient himself.  

Mephisto – rarest tank in the world 

http://www.qm.qld.gov.au/
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……  Continued  

 

Despite these problems, the value of the armoured machines was  

heat, such that they were prized by all sides – the British through ongoing 
development and production, and the Germans through the salvage and 
reuse of broken British tanks taken from the battlefield.  
The A7V was German-designed, and number 506 was part of the first 
German army tank detachment. Like most of the tanks in this unit, it bore 
a white skull-and-crossbones on the front armour plating beneath the 
main gun. Most of the German tanks were given names like “Siegfried”, 
“Wotan”, and “Gretchen”. Their crews often added their own decoration, 
painting over the standard field grey finish or the previous crew’s decora-
tion.  
Tank 506 was painted with the figure of Mephistopheles, the red, smiling 
Faustian demon, on the upper front left armour plate. Cheekily tucked un-
der the demon’s arm was a rhomboid-shaped British tank. The original 
skull-and-crossbones was overpainted with a single cross pattée, or Ger-
man cross. This same black and white cross was repeated prominently on 
both sides of the tank, giving it unique identity within the small tank unit. 
It was named Mephisto, in honour of its fiery decoration.  
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Continued …………... 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

Capture and transport to Australia 
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……  Continued  

The tank was lost at the Second Battle of Villers-Bretonneux on 24 April 
1918. The battle for the area saw the Australian, British, and German 
forces in a fluid situation, moving around the tank, which had been aban-
doned after falling into a ditch. 

The 26th Battalion of the 7th Brigade, mostly from Queensland,[3] hatched 
a plan to capture it. In July 1918, under the cover of an artillery barrage, 
Australian infantry and two British vehicles (either Gun Carriers or Mark 
IV tanks) moved forward and dragged it back to their lines under fire 
from the Germans who were still within sight of the tank. They had to 
don gas masksafter German poison gas was deployed. 

The 26th Battalion working party involved in the recovery of Mephisto on 
22 July 1918 probably consisted of Sergeant F.R. Hanson, Privates J. 
Battley, G. Bradley, T. Clark, H.J. Dray, E.J. Frost, A.W. Heit, J.J. Ken-
nedy, T.M. Kingston, R.J. Lewis, A.G. Masters, W. Sam, and G.H. 
White. 

Following its capture, Mephisto was transported to the 5th Tank Brigade 
demonstration ground at Vaux-en-Amiénois near Amiens. During its stay 
there it was decorated with "soldier-art" paintings of a British lion with its 
paw on an A7V, many soldiers' names, details of its capture and recovery, 
the colour patch of the 26th Battalion and the rising sun badge of the Aus-
tralian Imperial Force (A.I.F.) The words "TANK BOYS" and the names 
of 13 soldiers (mainly from other Australian units) were engraved on the 
front, left side, and rear armour. From Vaux-en-Amiénois, Mephisto was 
shipped by rail to the Tank Corps Gunnery School at Merlimont and then 
shipped from Dunkirk to London. Proposals for it to be displayed as a war 
trophy in Australia were raised, and on 2 April 1919 it was loaded on the 
SS Armagh at Tilbury. The ship was to deliver it to Sydney, with plans 
for it to go to the war memorial in Canberra's display, but it was diverted 
to Brisbane, arriving on 6 June 1919 at the Norman Wharf (near the inter-
section of Creek Street and Eagle Street, approximately where the Eagle 
Street Pier ferry wharf is today) in the Brisbane River. On 22 August 
1919 two steamrollers from the Brisbane Municipal Council pulled Me-
phisto (travelling on its own caterpillar treads) from the wharf to the 
Queensland Museum (then at the Old Museum building in Bowen Hills), 
a journey of less than 2 miles taking 11 hours. 

https://en.m.wikipedia.org/wiki/Second_Battle_of_Villers-Bretonneux
https://en.m.wikipedia.org/wiki/26th_Battalion_(Australia)
https://en.m.wikipedia.org/wiki/7th_Brigade_(Australia)
https://en.m.wikipedia.org/wiki/Mephisto_(tank)#cite_note-3
https://en.m.wikipedia.org/wiki/Gun_Carrier_Mark_I
https://en.m.wikipedia.org/wiki/Gas_mask
https://en.m.wikipedia.org/wiki/Poison_gas
https://en.m.wikipedia.org/wiki/Trench_art
https://en.m.wikipedia.org/wiki/Merlimont
https://en.m.wikipedia.org/wiki/Dunkirk
https://en.m.wikipedia.org/wiki/Tilbury
https://en.m.wikipedia.org/wiki/Sydney
https://en.m.wikipedia.org/wiki/Creek_Street,_Brisbane
https://en.m.wikipedia.org/wiki/Eagle_Street_Pier_ferry_wharf
https://en.m.wikipedia.org/wiki/Eagle_Street_Pier_ferry_wharf
https://en.m.wikipedia.org/wiki/Brisbane_River
https://en.m.wikipedia.org/wiki/Steamroller
https://en.m.wikipedia.org/wiki/Brisbane_Municipal_Council
https://en.m.wikipedia.org/wiki/Old_Museum_Building,_Brisbane
https://en.m.wikipedia.org/wiki/Bowen_Hills,_Queensland
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Exhibition  

The Queensland Museum, where it was housed, changed its location a 
number of times, and the tank at one point was housed outside, where it 
was exposed to the elements, and parts were removed from it by the 
public.  After many years it was eventually moved inside the museum and 
put behind glass in a temperature controlled environment that protected it 
from the public. 

Following the 2011 Brisbane floods, Mephisto was removed from the 
Queensland Museum to an undisclosed location for restoration. It was 
claimed that the vehicle would be returned to the museum in 2012. 
However, in March 2013 it was revealed that the vehicle was temporarily 
housed at the Workshops Rail Museum at North Ipswich where it was 
placed on temporary display. In June 2015, Mephisto was transported to 
the Australian War Memorial in Canberra.  

After 2 years there, it is at the Workshops Rail Museum in Ipswich, 
awaiting return to the Queensland Museum. 

 

 

Continued …………... 

https://en.m.wikipedia.org/wiki/Mephisto_(tank)# 
https://www.awm.gov.au/about/our-work/projects/mephisto 

https://en.m.wikipedia.org/wiki/2011_Brisbane_floods
https://en.m.wikipedia.org/wiki/Workshops_Rail_Museum
https://en.m.wikipedia.org/wiki/North_Ipswich,_Queensland
https://en.m.wikipedia.org/wiki/Australian_War_Memorial
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The Flag of Australia   

I am the flag of Australia  
My name is "Southern Cross"  
I fly atop tallest buildings.  
I stand watch in Australia's halls of justice.  
I fly majestically over institutions of learning.  
I stand guard with power in the  world. 
Look up and see me. 
I stand for peace, honour, truth and  justice. 
I stand for freedom. 
I am confident. 
I am arrogant. 
I am  proud. 
When I am flown with my fellow banners, 
My head is a little  higher, 
My colours a little truer. 
I bow to no one! 
I am worshipped - I am saluted. 
I am loved - I am  revered. 
I am respected - and I am feared. 
I have fought in every war for 100 years. I was there at Gallipoli, the trenches of 
Turkey,  
World War 2, Korea and Vietnam know me.  
I'm presently in the mountains of Afghanistan and the hot and dusty deserts of 
Iraq  
and wherever freedom is needed.  
I led my troops, I was dirty, battleworn and tired, 
But my soldiers  cheered me and I was proud. 
I have been burned, torn and trampled on the  streets of countries I have helped 
set free.  
It does not hurt for I am  invincible.  
I have been soiled upon, burned, torn and trampled in the streets of my country.  
And when it's done by those Whom I've served in battle - it  hurts. 
But I shall overcome - for I am strong.  
I have borne silent witness to all of Australia's finest hours.  
But my finest hours are yet to come.  
When I am torn  into strips and used as bandages for my wounded comrades on 
the battlefield,  
When I am flown at half-mast to honour my soldier, 
I am recognized  all over the world. 

Or when I  lie in the trembling arms of a grieving parent at the grave of their 

fallen son or daughter, I am proud. 

Author Unknown 
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Impending Bathroom legislation 

There are important questions to be answered about recent LGBTI 

bathroom legislation and whether transgender people will be permitted to 

use a restroom of the gender that they "identify" with or be required to use 

the restroom of their biological gender. 

If the latter, will public restrooms be required to have a Genital Inspection 

Station posted at the entrance to all public restrooms? 

Who will have to pay these Pecker Checkers, the people using the 

restroom, or the entity that owns the restroom? 

And how much money will a Pecker Checker be paid to check peckers? 

Or, do we pay a Pecker Checker by the number of peckers checked? 

How many peckers can a Pecker Checker check if a Pecker Checker 

could check peckers? 

What has this country come to when the Department of Labor has to 

create a new job description of Politically Correct Restroom Service 

Inspectors? 

Their Motto Will Be ...........??? 

"If You gotta pee - We gotta see!" 

 

I was sitting at the computer the other day, 

drafting my will, and I called out to my wife, 

"WHEN I DIE, I'M GOING TO LEAVE EVERY-

THING TO YOU, MY LOVE!"  

 

She shouted back, 

"YOU ALREADY DO, YOU LAZY COW!" 
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Press Releases from the Minister of Defence Media Branch 

UNITY IN WAR          Battle of Milne Bay 75th anniversary  
By FLGOFF Erika Seymour  

……  Continued  

 

 

 

 

 

 

The 
pivotal roles that the RAAF, Army and Navy played 75 years ago to 
defeat Japanese forces during the Battle of Milne Bay was 
commemorated at the Australian War Memorial on August 25.  
Veterans, ADF personnel and their families as well as official guests 
attended a Last Post Ceremony at the AWM to mark the WWII 
anniversary.  
CAF AIRMSHL Leo Davies said it was an honour to meet with veterans 
from Navy, Army and Air Force who served, and pay tribute to their great 
service and sacrifice.  
“Today for us, for the Air Force in particular, this is recognition of what 
75 and 76 Squadron did during World War Two,” AIRMSHL Davies 
said.  
“The battle was not just Air Force, but Air Force played such an 
important role, it is very easy for us to make the connection.  
“These types of events for me [Last Post Ceremony], and many of us 
around here, the veterans who we talk to, it is in many respects the same 
feeling that we have for our veterans who are fighting over the skies of 
Iraq right now.  
“So the outcome we seek is exactly the same – young folk in the Air 
Force can relate to our veterans here today – the connection is very 
easy.”  
Seven veterans of the battle attended the service, along with Minister for 
Veterans’ Affairs Dan Tehan, CDF ACM Mark Binskin, CA LTGEN 
Angus Campbell, Navy CDRE Brenton Smyth (representing the CN) and 
AWM director Dr Brendan Nelson.  

Battle of Milne Bay veteran Da-
vid ‘Bruce’ Robertson with CAF 
AIRMSHL Leo Davies and 
WOFF-AF Robert Swanwick 
during the Last Post Ceremony 
at the AWM. Photo: CPL Dan 
Pinhorn 
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Continued …………... 

A feature of the battle was the close co-operation between Army and the 
RAAF. United throughout the battle, the RAAF and Army had a decisive 
victory, marking the first real defeat of the Japanese on land in the war.  
Hudson bombers from RAAF No. 6 Squadron provided reconnaissance 
and bomber support, No. 75 Squadron provided Kittyhawks, and the fly-
ing squadrons were supported by No. 37 Radar Station and No. 8 Fire 
Control Unit during the Battle. The Australian Army deployed its 7th and 
18th Infantry Brigades.  
LTGEN Campbell said the battle was very significant action for Australi-
an forces.  
“The battle was the first allied land victory against the Japanese in the 
Second World War,” LTGEN Campbell said.  
“The Royal Australian Air Force was pivotal in the success of the battle, 
providing air cover and air power against Japanese capability and protect-
ing Australian troops.  
“It is important to be here to recognise the surviving veterans and to also 
acknowledge and remember those who died in that battle.  
“More generally we should remember those who served in the Second 
World War in which 40,000 Australians died. To honour that sacrifice 
and to recognise the freedoms that generation gave us is a very, very im-
portant thing to do.”  
Navy also contributed, conducting a naval survey of the bay in Laura-
bada, which was manned by Navy personnel, while RAN warships, in-
cluding HMAS Arunta, escorted the transport vessels delivering earth-
moving equipment, food, ammunition, aviation fuel and other essential 
supplies.  
Prior to the dedicated Last Post Ceremony, the veterans attending took a 
guided tour of a new exhibition at the AWM that highlights the conditions 
and physicality of the fighting at Milne Bay through technology and arte-
facts from the battlefield, as well as art and photographs. 

http://www.defence.gov.au/news/raafnews/ 
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NAVY Tribute to those still on patrol 

A new memorial was dedicated last month to Navy’s submariners who 
have paid the ultimate sacrifice. 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

A moving ceremony to remember lost 
Australian submariners was held at the 

former HMAS Platypus submarine base on Sydney Harbour on August 
18.  
The dedication of a submariners’ memorial to honour the 42 submariners 
who died while serving as members of the Australian submarine force 
also marked 50 years to the day of the commissioning of Platypus.  
In his keynote address, VADM Ian MacDougall (retd) – a former Chief 
of Naval Staff who was XO of HMAS Oxley, the first Australian Ober-
on-class submarine to berth at Platypus 50 years ago – paid tribute to 
those submariners who made the ultimate sacrifice.  
“There is a measure of sadness that many who were here 50 years ago 
have passed away,” VADM MacDougall said.  
“In submarine parlance, they are still on patrol. They are not forgotten 
and are owed a debt of gratitude for building the foundations upon which 
the submarine force of today grew and will continue to do so.”  
Defence Minister Marise Payne said those foundations were solid.  
“While the Future Submarines will provide sovereign capabilities be-
yond anything imagined when Platypus opened in 1967, they will con-
tinue in the same role the Oberon- and Collins-class boats and their 
crews have filled for the past 50 years – a powerful instrument for deter-
ring conflict and a potent weapon should conflict arise.”  
The President of the Submarine Institute of Australia (SIA), CDRE 
Mark Sander (retd), said he was fortunate enough to spend the best part 
of two decades serving in submarines operating out of Platypus.  
 
 

Frank Owen and his father CAPT Bill 
Owen, the first HMAS Platypus base 
captain, look at some old newspaper 
clippings.  

……  Continued  
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“Platypus was our home, a place synonymous with submariners,” 
CDRE Sander said.  
“We remember the good times, but also remember those who lost their 
lives in submarines in the service of their country.”  
Similar sentiments were expressed by DCN RADM Michael Noonan.  
“We come together to remember those who served and died in the service 
of our country while in the submarine service, especially AB Christopher 
Passlow, AB Hugh Markcrow and SMN Damien Humphreys (who all 
died while serving in Oberon-class submarines),” RADM Noonan said.  
“Each of these sailors demonstrated their readiness to serve their mates, 
their boat and their nation. It is their spirit of sacrifice and dedication that 
we honour and give thanks for, as individuals, as a community and as a 
nation.  
“The memorial dedicated today will remind all Australians of their 
sacrifice.”  
The memorial features the names of all six Oberon-class submarines, 
HMAS Oxley, HMAS Otway, HMAS Ovens, HMAS Onslow, HMAS 
Orion and HMAS Otama.  
Recognition was also given to Australia’s first submarine, HMAS AE1, 
which was lost without trace off the coast of Papua New Guinea in 1914, 
with all 35 crew members thought to have died. The search for this lost 
submarine continues.  
The chairman of “Find AE1 Ltd”, RADM Peter Briggs (retd), said it was 
time Australia found its missing first submariners, honoured their service 
and brought closure to the descendent families.  
VADM MacDougall said the arrival of Oxley marked the genesis of 
Australia’s contemporary submarine capability.  
“This day 50 years ago was a gala day with Platypus commissioning our 
first Oberon, HMAS Oxley, arriving after a 68-day passage from the 
UK,” he said.  
“The CO of Oxley, LCDR David Lorrimer, drove the boat into Neutral 
Bay with great elan.”  
Several members of LCDR Lorrimer’s family attended the ceremony.  
The former Platypus site has been closed to the public for 15 years 
following the relocation of the submarine squadron to Western Australia.  

The site, now managed by the Sydney Harbour Federation Trust, will be 
redeveloped as a waterfront park.  

http://www.defence.gov.au/news/navynews/ 

Continued …………... 
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ARMY Welfare service for Everyman 

“TIME for a cup of tea or a friendly 
chat.” Governor-General Gen Sir Peter 

Cosgrove (retd) unveiled the Everyman’s Welfare Service new brew truck at 
Government House in Canberra on August 23. The new brew truck was bought 
and customised with funds donated by the Royal Edinburgh Military Tattoo 
(REMT) for use among every branch, wherever possible, within the ADF.  
Sir Peter is Patron of the Everyman’s Welfare Service, which serves soldiers, 
sailors and airmen and their families by providing a philanthropic support ser-
vice not normally provided by the ADF. In the field, the Everyman’s Represent-
atives turn up with their brew trucks in unexpected places, often at the most un-
expected times. Sir Peter said the Everyman’s Welfare Service was established 
75 years ago to offer support, guidance and comfort for troops going to WWII.  
“It continues to be here for those who serve today,” he said. “My Army career 
lasted more than 40 years and the Everyman’s was a constant, welcome pres-
ence. “The new brew truck is already packed with the same comforts and will 
extend the same good will that can make all the difference. “It addresses the 
need for men and women in their country’s uniform, often very young men and 
women, for affectionate support.” Sir Peter thanked Brig Phil Winter and Lt-Col 
Gordon Lambie, of the Centenary of Anzac planning team, for suggesting the 
Everyman’s Welfare Service as a worthy charity for the REMT from their time 
in Melbourne last year. Chief Commissioner Everyman’s Welfare Service, Ken 
Matthews, said the new vehicle would be a reassuring presence for Australian 
servicemen and women. “The charitable donation by REMT was incredibly gen-
erous,” he said. While not members of the ADF, Everyman’s Representatives 
receive ADF accreditation and hold honorary officer status. They work from 
recreation centres on bases and travel with troops on military exercises and oper-
ational deployments. Everyman’s Representatives have served in Singapore and 
Malaya during WWII.  
They have since supported the troops in Malaya, Vietnam, Cambodia, Timor-
Leste and Solomon Islands and today deploy Everyman’s Representatives to the 
Middle East Region. 

Chairman Everyman’s Welfare Ser-

vice (EWS), John Beresford, left, Gov-

ernor-General Gen Sir Peter Cos-
grove (retd), Lady Lynne Cosgrove, 

Chief Commissioner EWS, Ken Mat-

thews, Ambassador of the Royal Edin-

burgh Military Tattoo, Ramsey Mac-

pherson, and Commissioner EWS, 
Phil Marshall at the unveiling of the 

Everyman’s Welfare Service new brew 

truck. Photos: Cpl Mark Doran 
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RAAF 

REMOTELY UNMANNED CONTROLLED AIRCRAFT SYSTEMS  

http://www.airforce.gov.au/Technology/Air-Force-Unmanned-Aerial-Systems/?RAAF-
ascmBdhDi9vUAlg7bh3rpB1QbBuByBHJ 

Remotely piloted Unmanned Aircraft Systems (UAS) will play a pivotal role 
in the Royal Australian Air Force’s ability to deliver air power effects in the 
support of national security interests. The true value of such systems is not to 
provide a direct human replacement, but rather to extend and complement 
human capability. UAS extend air power’s endurance by providing 
potentially unlimited persistent capabilities without degradation due to 
human fatigue or inattention. 

The effects provided by UAS range from electronic warfare to intelligence, 
surveillance and reconnaissance, and potentially strike. None of the effects 
are new to the Air Force, but the means of delivering them is evolving, just 
as the means to deliver most military effects have evolved over the years. 

It is important to note that while not all UAS are remotely piloted, all UAS 
currently operated and being acquired or considered for the Air Force by the 
Australian Government are remotely piloted.  As such, there is always a 
human within the system. All UAS in use by Air Force meet stringent 
airworthiness requirements and follow strict operational guidelines to ensure 
the protection of other aviators, passengers and civilians on the ground. In 
fact, some types of remotely piloted UAS currently in operation are proving 
to be safer that certain forms of manned aircraft. 

Air Force currently operates the Heron at RAAF Base Woomera in restricted 
military airspace for training purposes. Heron aircraft have completed more 
than 27,000 mission hours in Afghanistan providing high resolution 
intelligence, surveillance and reconnaissance support to Australian forces 
and our International Security Assistance Force (ISAF) partners in southern 
Afghanistan. Australia’s Heron detachment in Afghanistan flew its final 
mission for Operation SLIPPER from Kandahar Air Field on 30 November 
2014. 

The Australian Government has additionally committed to acquiring the MQ
-4C Triton subject to the successful completion of the US Navy development 
program currently under way. Based at RAAF Base Edinburgh, the Triton 
will be capable of supporting missions of over 24 hours while covering an 
area of over one million square nautical miles; an area larger than Western 
Australia. Together, the remotely piloted MQ-4C Triton and manned P-8A 
Poseidon maritime patrol aircraft will provide Australia with one of the most 
advanced maritime patrol and surveillance capabilities to replace the ageing 
AP-3C Orion. 

Australian personnel are currently carrying out training on the MQ-9 Reaper 
with the United States Air Force to ensure that Air Force personnel maintain 
their skills in a cost-effective manner, until the introduction of the MQ-4C 
Triton into the Australian service. 

http://www.airforce.gov.au/Technology/Aircraft/Heron/?RAAF-U3cQ7cNqUl7hOR9akHK4KUQKnbbWmZnX
http://www.airforce.gov.au/Technology/Aircraft/MQ-4C-Triton-Unmanned-Aircraft-System/?RAAF-BYjCaU6eHptQ3E2EiHw9jKOLJvauES8Y
http://www.airforce.gov.au/Technology/Aircraft/MQ-4C-Triton-Unmanned-Aircraft-System/?RAAF-BYjCaU6eHptQ3E2EiHw9jKOLJvauES8Y
http://www.airforce.gov.au/Technology/Aircraft/MQ-4C-Triton-Unmanned-Aircraft-System/?RAAF-BYjCaU6eHptQ3E2EiHw9jKOLJvauES8Y
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 Answers to Quiz: 

1 The one sport in which neither the spectators nor the participants  
know the score or the leader until the contest ends: Boxing. 

2 North American landmark constantly moving backward:  Niagara Falls.  
The rim is worn down about two and a half feet each year because of 
the millions of gallons of water that rush over it every minute. 

3 Only two vegetables that can live to produce on their own for several 
growing seasons: Asparagus and rhubarb. 

4 The fruit with its seeds on the outside: Strawberry. 

5 How did the pear get inside the brandy bottle?  It grew inside the bottle.  
The bottles are placed over pear buds when they are small, and are 
wired in place on the tree.  The bottle is left in place for the entire grow-
ing season.  When the pears are ripe, they are snipped off at the stems. 

6 Three English words beginning with dw:  Dwarf, dwell and dwindle. 

7 Fourteen punctuation marks in English grammar:  Period,  comma, co-
lon, semicolon, dash, hyphen, apostrophe, question mark, exclamation 
point, quotation mark, brackets, parenthesis, braces, and ellipses. 

8 The only vegetable or fruit never sold frozen, canned, processed, cooked, 
or in any other form but fresh:  Lettuce. 

9 Six or more things you can wear on your feet beginning with 'S':  Shoes, 
socks, sandals, sneakers, slippers, skis, skates, snowshoes, stockings, 
stilts. 

This training program provides a cost effective method to increase Defence 
understanding of complex UAS operations and how this capability can be 
best used to protect Australian troops on future operations. The effects pro-
vided by UAS range from electronic warfare to intelligence, surveillance and 
reconnaissance, and potentially strike. None of the effects are new to the Air 
Force, but the means of delivering them is evolving, just as the means to de-
liver most military effects have evolved over the years. UAS extend air 
power’s endurance by providing potentially unlimited persistent capabilities 
without degradation due to human fatigue or inattention. 

Defence does not use the term ‘drone’ to refer to remotely piloted UAS. 
Drones have historically referred to unmanned aerial targets used to test air-
to-air and surface-to-air weaponry, and have had little in common with air-
craft such as the Heron or Triton remotely piloted UAS. 
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LAST POST 
 
 

We are All Here 

STOP PRESS 

 
“REMEMBRANCE DAY” 

 
Service Commences at 10.40am 

 
Saturday, 11th November, 2017 

 
Bass Hill RSL Club Cenotaph 

 
330 Hector St, Bass Hill 

 
Bring your family and friends as it is on a Saturday 

 

We Will Remember Them 


